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1991 SOF 

CONVENTION & EXPO 


September 18-22,1991 

to the Men & Women of Operation Desert Storm 


SAHARA HOTEL — LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


You must be a registered conventioneer to be a part of all the action and adventure at the 1991 SOF Convention. If you send in your 
pre-registration fee of $99.00 by August 16, 1991, SOF Magazine will register you as a participant in the new “BATTLE of the BLADES" FREE 
— our gift to you for registering early. But hurry, this offer expires August 16,1991 and is limited to the first 200 who preregister. Registration fee 
after August 16, 1991 is $125.00 and does not include your entry in the Battle of the Blades competition. 

BATTLE OF THE BLADES SPONSORED BY AL MAR KNIVES! 

□ YES! I want to compete in the Battle of the Blades at the 1991 SOF Convention, FREE, and I am enclosing my pre-registration fee of $99.00 
to be received by SOF by August 16, 1991. Registration fee after August 16, 1991 is $125.00 and does not include Battle of the Blades. 


Battle of (he Blades involves cutting a carpet, free hanging rope cut , ballon stab-thru 1/2" drywall, chop thru plywood to reach potato to peel, board pry, hose cut, 2x2 
chop, balfstab in water and sharpen pencil signout and knife then must cut paper. Event is timed). Complete information on this event will be forwarded to you prior 
to Convention. 


Check/MO Enclosed, made payable to SOF Convention '91 
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PERSONAL « BUSINESS PRIVACY AND SECURITY 


ISRAELI INSTINCTIVE SHOOTING METHOD - Revealed! 


SPY TECH VIDEO 


Watch as 
each product 
is demon¬ 
strated; learn 
how they can 
give you the 
"edge." 30 
minutes— 
VHS only. 


Shooting course as taught by ISDS, an Israeli 
government approved company that specializes 
in counterterrorism and VIP protection. 


Learn to shoot FAST; safely and with deadly 
surgical precision. This video reveals for the first 
time; the step by step training method used by 
all of the "special units" of the Israeli military. 


SPYTECH 

VIDEO 


Produced and filmed on location in Israel with 
Israeli instructors. 


CATALOG 


These techniques have been proven to work in 
"real world" situations time and time again. 
Anyone can learn the Instinctive Shooting 
Method after watching this video with just a few 
hours practice. 


Learn from the best! Be prepared when it really 
counts. 


Instinctive Shooting Video 

Retail $69.95 

Introductory Price $49.95 (Ship/lnsur. $4.) 


^ Fast moving one hour video is a complete 
condensed version of the Israeli Instinctive 


Spy-Tech Video Catalog $14.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.) 


BODY WIRETRANSMITTER - Room Monitor 


VOICE CHANGER 


EP-I5I transmits your voice or other sounds up 
to 1,000 feet away to the matching receiver 
(included] with this small (cigarette pack size) 
crystal controlled VHF transmitter. (See warning.] 


Fits over the handset of any telephone and 
electronically changes your voice to protect your 
identity. $298. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 


MICRO 

SURVEILLANCE 
TV CAMERA 


Reg. $399. SALE $299. Complete 
(Ship/lnsur. $10.) 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


Size of a cigarette pack. Pin hole lens will see 
through a ft" hole. Camera can be hidden almost 
anywhere and has built in lens and microphone. See 
and listen. Can be hooked up to a VCR or TV. 


Body Wire fit Bug Detector Transtec silently vibrates when it detects a hidden 
transmitter. Pocket size. Reg. $795. Sale $695. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Scrambled Walkie Talkies VHF, 5 watt, 4 channel, hand held, 3-7 miles, recharge¬ 
able. Model VHF-30 $595. ea. Minimum two required. 

Telephone Scrambler Portable, 13,000 access codes, works over any phone 
including cellular. $299. ea. Minimum two required. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) Ultra High 
Level Units from $2,695. 

Stunlight Lightweight combination 40,000 volt stungun and rechargeable flashlight. 
Ready when you need it. $159. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

Briefcase Recording System Totally hidden mlcro-casette system. Records from 30 
feet away. $399. (Ship/lnsur. $15.) 

Shotgun Microphone With amplifier and headphones. Hand held, directional. Range 
varies with conditions. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Mini-Microphone Size of a pencil eraser, 25' wire, built-in amplifier, operates for 
months on one standard battery. Fits our long play recorders. AL-I $99. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 
Professional Countermeasures System Complete in briefcase. Detects bugs and 
taps, hidden microphones, recorders, etc. $2,995. (Ship/insur. $30.) 

Lasergunsight FA-4 Only 4" iong, weighs 3.5 ounces. 16 hours on one battery. 200 
yard plus range. Fits in the palm of your hand. Built-in weaver rings, mounts available 
for most weapons. $299. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) Mounts $45. ea. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 
Contact Microphone Ear-200 with built-in amplifier, recording jack provided. 
Cigarette pack size. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Telephone Ear Listen in by telephone! Just attach to telephone line in home or 
business, dial up and enter secret code, now you can listen to room sounds from any 
telephone in the world. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Long Term Storage Food One year supply. $1,076. (Ship/lnsur. $154.) 

Weapons Detector Garrett Super Scanner, hand held. $179. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

Narc Bag Looks like a standard waist pack, but one quick jerk on the front and a 
hidden holster compartment is revealed. This system is fast and well concealed. For 
small revolvers and medium autos. Black nylon only. $39.95 (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 
Operations Recorder Voice activated, auto reverse, records for four hours on one 
casette tape. Small size. Works with auto start or mini microphone. $289. 

(Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 


“TELEPHONE 'TAPS' 8t 
'ROOM BUGS/ 

How They're Done, 

How To Defeat Them" 


This exclusive video clearly demonstrates how easily 
wiretapping and room bugging can be done and what 
you can do to protect your privacy. 

A leading expert in countersurveillance begins with a 
detailed examination of telephone taps. The major 
fallacies of "tap detection" devices are exposed, 
followed by a discussion of the ONLY reliable methods 
to detect taps and safeguard your communications. 
Learn the major features of common taps, including 
slaves, parasitic and nonparasitic devices, telephone 
recorder devices and more. Also included is an 
examination of how cellular and portable phones and 
even FAX machines can be ta pped. 

electrical outlets, 

smoke detectors, pens, calculators and cigarettes. 

The video concludes with a look at the best 
countermeasures against tapping and bugging, 
including how to detect transmitters, sweeping and 
detection gear that works and tips on how to perform 
a physical search of a room. 

Don't let others invade your business or personal 
life. Find out how to protect yourself today! 

Available in VHS format only. 

Reg. $99. DIRECT $49.95. (Ship/lnsur. $4.) 


Complete $699. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 


PHONE RECORDING 
SYSTEM 


fied, selectable H 

8 or 12 hou r long 

play recorder A 

every time any M /m 

telephone on 
the line is used. 

Records both 

sides of the conversation. (See warning.) Long Play 
8/12 Hour Recorder $125. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 
Autostart $59.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 

save-BOTH UNITS ONLY $165. (Ship/lnsur. 
$10.) Optional Alligator Adaptor Clips for 

attaching anywhere on the line. $10. (Ship/lnsur. 
$3.50] 


ULTRA 

II TRANSMITTER 


Small, powerful. Microphone will pick up a 
whisper 20 feet away. Works with any FM receiver, 
tuneable 88 to 128 Mhz. Up to ft mile or more! 

Powered by 9 volt battery for several days. 

Easy final assembly required. No soldering, takes 
5 minutes. For use as security room monitor or 
testing and experimentation only. See warning. 
Ultra II $99. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 110/9 Volt 
Continuous Power Supply S29. ppd. 


WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, 
TITLE III, 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 


Executive Protection Products, Inc. — The Professionals 

1325 Imola Avenue West ■ Suite S m Napa ■ California ■ 94559 ■ (707)253-7142 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD ■ 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk ■ Fax (7071253-7149 
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PRIOR to the Gulf War ground offensive, a number of experienced war 
correspondents, and there were damn few of us, speculated occasionally on how 
the war might impact on the plan to significantly reduce the size of the U.S. military 
machine. 

It was generally agreed that if the monster of the gulf — Saddam Hussein — had 
made his move a couple of years ago, while we still faced a formidable Soviet 
threat, we could not have liberated Kuwait without exposing Western Europe. 

Two years from now, our forces will be drawn down sufficientfy to preclude such 
a massive response. 

The question is whether the boobs in Congress will continue to insist on 
dismantling as fine a military as exists in the world today — and whether cuts will 
be "smart” or "dumb.” Are we going to take these junior officers who have just 
learned what their men and weapons systems are capable of, give them $25,000, 
and put them out on the street? Are we going to take these superb young NCOs 
who have just been blooded and send them off to pump gas? 

Instead of looking no further than our noses into the future, we need to 
determine our force requirements by worst case scenarios that might develop in 
the next 20 years, God knows, but apparently not the liberals, that we paid an 
incredible price in both blood and treasure for ripping apart and dismantling our 
armed forces 45 years ago. 

Upon my return from the Gulf, I discussed this subject at length with a senior war 
correspondent and military expert whose views pretty much agreed with mine. It’s 
appropriate to note a portion of our conversation: 

RKB: What is your opinion of the planned force reductions? 

CORRESPONDENT: I think it’s being done in haste. No one has yet had an 
opportunity to sit down and absorb the lessons learned during the Gulf War, From 
General Schwarzkopf on down, nobody has written their after-action report yet. 
The administration is planning a 40,000-man reduction-in-force — the first part of 
the plan ... This is happening too quickly and by the wrong people. We first need tQ 
determine precisely what kind of a force we are going to need. 

RKB: Also, in light of events in the Soviet Union, we may well need heavy 
armored divisions in Western Europe in the near future. 

CORRESPONDENT: That’s right. The situation there is very unpredictable. 
Everybody is just assuming that we will never need significant forces over there 
anymore ... You can’t sell me that bill of goods. 

RKB: Also, you look back at how the Russian army was demoralized and 
defeated in 1917. Three years later it reconstituted itself and proved to be a threat 
for the next 70 years. No one can say it won’t happen again anymore than no one 
can say we’ll never see another predator like Saddam again. 

CORRESPONDENT: And I can name three of them. 

RKB: Who? 

CORRESPONDENT: Khadaffi, al-Assad in Syria, and Saddam himself... If our 
military strength is going to be cut, it has to be done with the right mix. If the mix isn’t 
right, we’ll be vulnerable. 

RKB: Perhaps we would be well-served by the old adage: “In time of peace, 
prepare for war.” ^ 
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Cease-fires come and go in Sri Lanka’s civil war, but the killing goes on 28 

ARMOR AFRIKAANS . .Robert MacKenzie 

In a clear case of necessity being the mother of invention, trade sanctions 
have turned South Africa into one of the world’s most sophisticated weapons 
builders 30 
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U.S. Coast Guard river rats on the front lines of the drug war in the jungles of 
darkest Bolivia 36 
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SOF’s technical editor analyzes what was used and how it performed 42 
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KUWAIT . . . . Robert K. Brown 

RKB strikes first into Kuwait with Saudi 
spearhead 48 
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Ever been adopted by a tribe of Samburu warriors in East Africa? No? This 
adventurer wandered off the beaten path in Kenya and ended up adopted, painted, 
and lugging a spear 60 
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RED COCAINE ...Joseph D. Douglass Jr. 

Communists launched a little-known — but deadly — chemical attack on the 
United States military in Vietnam. Documents show they came dangerously close 
to winning with drugs when they couldn’t with guns 64 

NIGHTMARE IN GREEN . ..Dr. Tom Marks 

SOF’s Chief Foreign Correspondent braves New Guinea’s man-eating jungle and 
lives to tell about it 68 
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COVER 


SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown has 
fought many battles in his time, both in 
combat and against bureaucratic BS. In 
most cases he won — or at least broke 
even. When he landed in Saudi Arabia on 
12 January to cover the impending war, little 
did he realize he’d be facing the biggest 
obstacle of his career — the United States 
military censorship machine. Blocked at 
every turn, our intrepid boss tried every trick 
in the book to circumvent the sometimes 
inane rules and restrictions placed on 
journalists in Saudi (although he’d certainly 
agree that the Banana Republic “boob and 
dork" press brigade required adult guid¬ 
ance). Undaunted, he soon came to realize 
that the only way to cover the war was to 
break the rules, and using what he terms his 
"smoke and mirrors" routine, made his way 
to the front. For all his earlier frustrations, 
the payoff came when he hooked up with 
the lead Saudi armor unit during their 
assault into Kuwait. While others sat pa¬ 
tiently in the rear Bob Brown rode to the 
sound of the guns, and his story begins on 
page 48. Photo: Sygma/J. Langevin 
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BULLETIN BOARD 


SOF’s “OPERATION DESERT 

STORM” PHOTO CONTEST 

Send your best color or b/w 
shots to: P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. Many prizes to be 
awarded. 

Also, send us any stories you 
may have of the media, or other 
strange things you saw in the Gulf. 

See next month's issue for fur¬ 
ther details. 


Back from liberating/looting Kuwait, SOF’s 
intrepid leader Robert K. Brown helps 
contributing editor for military affairs and 
Refugee Relief International honcho Alex 
McColl load up a batch of X-ray equipment 
on its way to a hospital in Bluefields, eastern 
Nicaragua. Tax-deductible donations of 
medical supplies (anything not requiring 
refrigeration or lock-up) are always needed 
— contact McCol) at RRI, c/o SOF. 

OR JUMP IN POLAND 

Historic first Polish friendship jump 
3-10 June, sponsored by Phantom 
Division. Tour packet includes three 
jumps, firing Polish weapons, billeting/ 
meals, tours, transportation from New 
York, Polish jump wings — lots more. 
Time is running out; call Jim Turney at 
(901) 853-7146. 

REPORT CARD TIME 

Care to score these Gulf War predic¬ 
tions you did not read in SOF? 

• Israel will enter war, breaking 
anti-Iraq coalition 

• Anti-Saddam coalition a house of 
cards Bush can't possibly keep to¬ 
gether. 

• Bush's home support for going to 


war is thin , and waning. 

• "Peace" demonstrations are but 
the tip of the iceberg. 

• The elite Republican Guard is a 
formidable foe that will fight to the 
death. 

• Saddam Hussein is an incalculably 
clever strategist. 

• Air war will cause tremendous 
civilian casualties. 

• All anti-Saddam forces are vulner¬ 
able to Scuds, chemical attacks. 

• War must be over by Moslem 
Ramadan holi¬ 
days. 

• Air prepping of 
Saddam's forces 
will be ineffective, 
necessitating 
bloody ground war 
and tens of thou¬ 
sands (minimum 
45,000) of U.S. 
casualties. 

• Arab terrorists 
will bring world 
travel, commerce 
to a standstill. 

• Arab/Moslem 
masses will rise in 
support of Sad¬ 
dam, toppling Arab/Moslem govern¬ 
ments in the Coalition. 

• We are overly optimistic about the 
duration of, casualties from a war with 
Saddam's forces. 

• Abrams MBT, Bradley AFV, vari¬ 
ous high-tech weapons unproven, un¬ 
reliable. 

• Even if we win, we will lose. 

• Even if Saddam loses, he will win. 

While you’re at it, care to score 

some individual quotes? 

• Iraqi ambassador to 
Belgium: We will fight to the 
last child. 

• Saddam Hussein: The 
Americans will drown in 
their own blood. 

• JCS Gen. Colin Powell 
about Saddam’s army: 

We’re going to cut it off, 
then kill it. 

• President Vaclav 
Havel, speaking from Pra¬ 
gue about his sending 200 
volunteers trained in anti¬ 
chemical warfare to support 
Desert Shield/Storm: For 
the first time after a long 


period of oppression in our history we 
can freely express our sympathy with 
the democratic world. 

• SOF’s fearless leader Col. Bob 
Brown regarding the mass media, 
quoted from Saudi Arabia in 
Newsweek : / thought Vd be riding the 
lead tank into Baghdad by now. In¬ 
stead I'm stuck in a briefing room with 
the biggest bunch of boobs and dorks 
I've ever met. 

AND SOMETIMES EVEN SOF 
BITES IT 

The photos accompanying the arti¬ 
cle “Most Dangerous Weapon” by 
David Halevy and Neil Livingstone, on 
pages 56-59 of the January ’91 issue 
were not credited. Credit goes to our 
sharp-eyed friends at AP/Wide World 
Photos. SOF regrets the omission. 

WE GOT, HE GOT, GOOD MARKS 

Kudos to SOF’s Chief Foreign Cor¬ 
respondent Dr. Tom Marks, who re¬ 
cently received his doctorate in politi¬ 
cal science from the University of 
Hawaii. 

THANKS FOR HELPING US HELP 

During Operation Desert Shield/ 
Storm you readers responded to 
SOF’s request by sending in literally 
tons of books for the troops, which we 
repackaged and sent on to the Gulf via 
co-conspirators in the Air National 
Guard. The last batches were shared 
with the USAF hospital in England, and 
the VA hospital in Denver, Colorado. At 
this writing we’ve also sent over $1,500 
to the USOfrom Gulf War T-shirt sales. 
The troops say thanks.^ 
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MAKING YOUR AR-15 


into a legal pistol 

by Duncan Long 

What is the world’s most powerful handgun? Forget the .44 Magnum or .45 ACP. Let one 
of America’s most popular firearms authors, Duncan Long, show you how to construct a one- 
V of-a-kind, compact .223 pistol out of the esteemed AR-15 rifle that really packs a punch . . . 

without a lot of red tape, hassles or expense. This straightforward book provides the step-by-step 
procedures for building a legal AR-15 pistol. With a few simple tools and a minimum of know-how, 
Y you can create your choice of a semiauto, bolt-action or pump version of the gun. Long also discusses 
a number of options that can be added to the weapon, including quick-detach barrels, high-capacity 
magazines for increased firepower and .22 LR conversion kits. All the information you need to keep your 
pistol within BATF guidelines is included. Making Your AR-15 into a Legal Pistol is a must for fans of 
innovative firearms or those who want the ultimate in handgun firepower. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 
88 pp. $14.00 
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THE MASTER BLADESMITH 
Advanced Studies in Steel 
by Jim Hrisoulas 

This advanced study of steel reveals 
forging secrets that for centuries have 
been protected by guilds. Never- 
before^een instructions, diagrams and 
photos* explain the tricks behind using 
Japanese mokume gane, differential 
heat treating, power hammers, and 
other techniques to make kukris, wavy 
blades, spears and swords that bear 
the master’s mark. 8 1/2 x 11, hard¬ 
cover, photos, illus., 296 pp. $45.00 


SEALS IN VIETNAM 
An Inside Look 

In the jungles and canals of Vietnam, 
U.S. Navy SEALs waged a war of 
terror against the Vietcong. This 
action-packed video shows SEALs in 
training, preparing for missions and 
hauling in terrified VC prisoners. 
Voice-overs of SEAL veterans tell you 
what it was like to go out on deadly 
excursions deep into enemy territory 
and the special skills it took to get 
back alive. Color, approx. 30 min., 
VHS only. $29.95 


MAKE MY DAY! 
Hayduke's Best Revenge 
Techniques for the Punks 
in Your Life 

Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully- 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to 
George's stirring cry ("Do unto 
others before they do unto you") fill 
this antic anthology that will amaze 
and amuse you. Make My Day! is 
for entertainment only. 5 1/2x8 
1/2, hardcover, 224 pp. $19.95 


U.S. NAVY SEALs 
World War II • Korea ■ Vietnam 
Middle East - Grenada • Panama 
Elite warriors of stealth, sabotage and 
silent missions of death, SEALs have 
been the U.S. military’s shock force in 
50 years of global conflict. In this new 
video release, you’ll see rare footage 
of SEALs in action from WWII to 
today’s “dirty little wars." Much of this 
material has never been available to 
the public . . until now. Color, 

approx. 35 min., VHS only. $29.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 





^seals 

•fl'DIVSEAL Operations 
in Vietnam 


MANSTOPPERS 
Selecting the Right 
Double-Action Pistol 
This video will help you select the 
right double-action auto pistol for your 
personal defense needs. Technical 
advisors Col. Rex Applegate, Wiley 
Clapp, Tom Campbell and Chuck 
Karwan contributed to the evaluations 
of the latest autos from Colt, S&W, 
Ruger, Glock, SiG-Sauer and others. 
From the right caliber to the right 
safety, this video covers it all. Color, 
approx. 60 min., VHS only. $59.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 240 pp. $19.95 


BREAK CONTACT 
CONTINUE MISSION 
by Raymond D. Harris 
A widely praised account of the 
shadow war fought by MACV-SOG in 
Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam. 
SOG vet Ray Harris tells the story of 
Ted Gamer, a recon sergeant running 
missions out of the CCC compound, 
who discovers the truth behind the 
SOG motto: “You have never lived until 
you've almost died." 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
hardcover, fiction, 368 pp. $22.95 


UDT/SEAL Operations 
in Vietnam 
by T.L. Bosiljevac 
The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs' role in Vietnam. Accounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fire. Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 51/2x8 
1/2, hardcover, photos, 272 pp. 
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BUSINESS PARTNERS 
The Best Pistol/Aimnunition 
Combinations for 
Personal Defense 
by Peter AJan Rosier 
Here is a practical and realistic 
assessment of which modem bullets 
work best in which handguns to get 
the job done in a life-or-death situation. 
From the truth about wound ballistics 
to the debate over the most effective 
calibers, this book holds nothing back. 
5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, photos, 
illus., 200 pp. $22.95 

PAYBACK! 

Advanced Backstabbing and 
Mudslinging Techniques 
by George Hayduke 
The “Dirty Harry of Literati," a.k.a. 
George Hayduke, strikes again with 
another deadly shot of revenge. 
Get back at life’s bullies, bad guys 
and bureaucracies with these tear- 
jerking tidbits of do-it-yourself 
terrorism. For entertainment pur¬ 
poses only . 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hard¬ 
cover. 196pp. $19.95 


HOW TO BEAT THE 
CREDIT BUREAUS 
The Insider's Guide to 
Consumer Credit 
by Bob Hammond 
In this sequel to his best-selling book. 
Credit Secrets. Hammond describes 
the deceptive web spun by the power¬ 
ful credit bureau syndicate. He tells 
how to get a copy of your credit report, 
interpret it and then force the bureaus 
to wipe the slate clean. Get back on 
solid financial ground for good. 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, softcover, 136 pp. $12.00 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 
MANUAL 

This is the real thing, a reprint of the A 
Detachment Handbook issued to all 
Special Forces A-Teams during the 
Vietnam War. Everything from camp 
construction to interrogation pro¬ 
cedures to psyops is covered. A must 
for collectors of military and Vietnam 
memorabilia. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
illus., 304 pp. $19.95 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

Bail Enforcer . 

...$16.95 

Into the Primitive. 

.$15.00 

AR-7 Super Systems .... 

...$15.00 
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...$ 8.00 
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Kamikaze Fighting. 

...$18.95 
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Expatriate's Employment 
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R.I.P. ENRIQUE 

To all the mindless “peace at any 
price” drones, our liberal, self-serving 
congressmen, and those who pro¬ 
tested against the Nicaraguan contras 
and for the Sandinistas: Your hands 
are stained with blood. 

Enrique Bermudez, one of the foun¬ 
ders of the Nicaraguan contras, was 
gunned down on 16 February by a 
Sandinista assassination squad. No 
one seems to have noticed, least of all 
our liberal media. 

Because of Bermudez’ actions, the 
people of Nicaragua were able to hold 
democratic elections and gain some 
freedom. But the frail democracy of 
Nicaragua is in danger. The Sandinis¬ 
tas control the army, and thus the 
country. Bermudez is dead and we are 
saddened. But he will not be forgotten. 
William C. Godsey, M.D. 
Robert D. Godsey 
Memphis, Tennessee 

WHOOPS 

My friends and I enjoy reading SOF, 
but being aboard a Navy vessel, often 
miss a lot of issues. I’m writing on 
behalf of my shipmates because of an 
error in your December ’90 issue. In 
that issue, you mentioned that the USS 
Mount Whitney (LCC 20) was in the 
Persian Gulf participating in Operation 
Desert Storm. 

The Mount Whitney was nowhere 
near the Gulf. It was taking a cruise in 


the Caribbean. It was never even a 
part of Desert Storm. Our ship, the 
USS Blue Ridge (LCC 19), however, 
has been on station here in the Gulf 
since 01 September 1990, and will stay 
until God knows when. 

It’s a pretty bad thing to give credit to 
our sister ship and not us. This error, 
however, will not change my judgment 
about your magazine: It’s still the best. 
Taking nothing away from the Mount 
Whitney, the crew of the Blue Ridge 
would appreciate having the record set 
straight. 

Concerned Shipmates 
USS Blue Ridge 
(LCC 19) 

To “Concerned Shipmates ,” RM3 
Joe A. Riel and other sailors from the 
Blue Ridge who wrote, consider the 
record straightened. 

“THE TROUBLES” 

As a close follower of Irish-English 
history and relations, I feel it necessary 
to comment on “Armagh Ambush” 
(March ’91). Considering author John 
Stanley’s SAS background, his anti- 
IRA sentiments are understood. For 
the sake of accuracy, however, it 
should be noted that the formation of 
the IRA was a result of repressive 
British rule. 

To many people, the acts of British 
security forces are prime examples of 
terrorism. One example was the mur¬ 


der of 14 sports fans in Dublin when 
British troops fired at spectators. An¬ 
other example was the recent killing of 
an Irishman who was hit in the back by 
machine-gun rounds. The British 
trooper responsible said his trigger 
finger had “slipped.” 

A united, democratic Irish republic 
(the goal of the IRA), free from British 
repression, is the only solution to “the 
troubles.” 

Brendan McCrudden 
Chicago, Illinois 

SHOOT HIM WITH WHAT? 

I have been a reader of SOF for 
many years, and have followed your 
coverage of antigun fanatics very 
closely. While deployed during Opera¬ 
tion Desert Storm, I got into a discus¬ 
sion with an antigunner on how to get 
Saddam Hussein out of power. 

We first discussed Saddam’s army 
turning on him, but both agreed loyal 
factions probably could hold off any 
large-scale military rebellion. “Why 
don’t the civilians turn on him?” a third 
party to the discussion asked. “But 
they don’t have any guns,” the an¬ 
tigunner sadly responded. 

I hope one of the many conse¬ 
quences of the Persian Gulf war will be 
to enlighten all antigunners to the 
dangers of an unarmed citizenry when 
power gets out of control. 

John J. Ortolano 
USS Theodore Roosevelt 
(CVN 71) 

STUCK AT HOME 

This is a not letter of protest against 
Operation Desert Storm, but rather 
against the way in which our military 
picked units to participate in the opera¬ 
tion. I am an MP at the Sierra Army 
Depot, Herlong, California, with sev¬ 
eral years of experience in combat- 
support roles. 

Several other MPs and I requested 
transfers to MP units in the Persian 
Gulf when the war started, but our 
requests were denied. I discovered 
that if a National Guard unit could have 
assumed our duty at Sierra, we would 
have been free to go. 

I have nothing against the Guard, 
but I (and several others here) feel that 
it should stay in the United States and 
take over for active duty units during 
times of war. I know that some Guard 
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units did well in Desert Storm, but it 
seems active duty military units should 
always be the first to be sent. 

Morale has been very low here since 
our post commander first told us that 
none of us would be going to the Gulf. 
The whole affair has been like a slap in 
the face. On top of that, with no 
opportunity to be in a combat unit, 
chances of being selected to a rank 
higher than staff sergeant (E-6) are 
less than great. 


I joined the Army to defend my 
country and its interests, not sit at 
home and watch Guard MP units in the 
Persian Gulf on TV. 

(Name withheld by request) 
Sierra Army Depot 
Herlong, California 

AMENDMENTS 

The NRA should take a new, differ¬ 
ent approach in its counterattacks 
against gun-control supporters. The 
NRA should make it known that it will 
campaign for tighter controls on the 
press as tighter controls are placed on 
the right to own firearms. 

The admittedly twisted logic behind 
this should be that if law-abiding peo¬ 
ple aren’t responsible enough to own 
guns, then they shouldn’t be allowed 
the benefits of free speech, either. 

No one really wants restrictions on 
the press, naturally. What is needed, 
however, is for these almighty gun- 
control journalists to be shaken down 
from their high horses. They need to be 
taught that if they keep messing with 
everyone else’s rights, sooner or later, 


someone will be messing with theirs. 
Joe Krakovsky 
Wildwood, Illinois 

GLOAT AND BE HAPPY 

I have nothing but praise for Presi¬ 
dent Bush’s handling of the live-fire 
training exercise in the Persian Sand- 
lot. I do, however, take exception with 
a part of his latest speech declaring an 
end to the war. 

The president states that now is not 
the time to gloat. I 
beg to differ. While 
Mr. Bush has to be 
diplomatic and politi¬ 
cally sensitive, I 
don’t. 

Saddam: We 
kicked your butt! 

I'm talking good¬ 
bye to the Republi¬ 
can National Wimps, 
adios to your 4,200 
Soviet-made T- 
Whatever armored 
targets and aufwie- 
dersehen to your 
500,000-man (?) col¬ 
lection of desert fer¬ 
tilizer. Incidentally, 
I’m sure the Iranians 
appreciate your donation of 100-plus 
MiGs (NATO codename Chickencrap) 
to their air farce. 

Let me also offer a hearty “well 
done” to our boys, and due apologies 
to Mr. Bush. 

L. Twiggy Schrubb 
King of Prussia, 

Pennsylvania 

RENAMO FLIP-FLOP? 

I enjoy SOF immensely. To date, 
you have appeared to remain true to 
the ideals of freedom. Over the years, 
one of my favorite topics covered by 
SOF has been the RENAMO freedom 
fighters in Mozambique. 

In these stories, you have praised 
the virtues of the RENAMO fighters, 
and put down the government forces 
trying to stop them. From what was 
written, I have gained a real like for 
RENAMO, and a hefty dislike for the 
government of Mozambique. 

Now, in your March ’91 issue, you 
have totally reversed your position. In 
that story, you say how good it is that 
British are training forces for combat 



against RENAMO! 

The training program sounded 
good, but the wrong guys were being 
trained. Whose side are you people on, 
anyway? 

Matthew T. Carlton 
Grants, New Mexico 

As you mentioned, our position on 
RENAMO in Mozambique is well 
known. The idea behind the article was 
simply to report on the British military 
working in Zimbabwe as trainers and 
advisers — not to make comment on 
the political reasons which brought 
them there. British overseas training 
and advisory teams, much like our own 
Special Forces Mobile Training 
Teams, go where they're sent and do 
what they're instructed to do. You'd be 
surprised (and probably somewhat 
aghast) to hear about some of the 
countries in Africa where Uncle Sam 
sends our own MTTs. Our political 
stance on Mozambique and RENAMO 
hasn't changed, and neither has our 
respect for British troops thrust into a 
tough job. 

GLAZED EYES 

I have been reading SOF since 
issue one, and am really pleased with 
the way the magazine has evolved 
over the years. One of my favorite 
pieces was “Jeep to Hand Combat,” 
run back in the old days. 

It will never cease to amaze me that 
people who have never read SOF think 
that it should be banned from publica¬ 
tion. I know career military officers who 
have never opened the cover of SOF 
— they think all they will find are 
articles on how to assassinate sentries 
and ads for hit men. Their eyes be¬ 
come glazed when I try to explain that 
SOF reports on hot spots around the 
world — struggles and places ignored 
by Time, Newsweek and CBS. 

Please keep up the good work, and 
I will continue to try to convince the 
unwashed masses that SOF is a news 
magazine. 

Mark Yaworski 
Poolesville, Maryland 

Something on your mind? Write and 
tell us about it. We reserve the right 
to edit for content or brevity. Send 
letters to: FLAK, c/o SOF, PO Box 
693, Boulder CO 80306^ 
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tion PE&KTSTZMin mind . Kaufman 9 s always applauds the men and 
women in the armed forces who serve our country, and we give a 
special salute to the troops in the middle east during this crisis. 


■ Desert Camo Hats-@3MEI233 

'Exactly as worn by our troops in Qperation Desert Shield. 
Each is made in the USA from genuine Gl Camo material. 
Sizes: S (7); M (7V4); L (7Vz); XL (7%) 

■ Desert Camo Hot Weather Sun Hat- 

Dubbed the "Boonie Hat” in Vietnam, it now features 
Desert Camo cloth, 2’A /y floppy* brim, chinstrap, brass 
screened eyelets. Item 0H-22O.$12.95 


ft* I 2 T-Shirts- 

/ Sold, multicolor designs 

are silkscreened onto a 
m wtliD heavyweight 50/50 T-shirt. 

rtpzfbT) Made in USA. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL 
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■ Desert Camo BDU Cap- 

Two ply fabric, with a map pocket hidden in crown. No 
ear flaps, of course. Item fW-474 .. .... $8.95 


■ P£S£KrStt>RM Patches-^v^ 
. 'OESERrSTORM; flHEsSfU 


SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 


2 Quart Canteen and Cover 

Canteen doubles as pillow and flotation device. 


1. US-911 US Flag in Desert Colors with “PtSBUT 

Letters (2 , /2 // X 3"). ,$3.50 

2. US-912 US Flag in Desert Colors {2"X 3") $2.95 

3. US-520 Persian Excursion Patch.$5.95 

4. NA-145 Persian Gulf Tab, full color.$3.25 

5. NA-150 Persian Gulf Tab, subdued . .$3.25 

6. NA-135 Persian Gulf Yacht Club Patch S5.95 

7. US-525 Multinational Force & Observers Patch $5.95 

8. US-526 Oove & Olive Branch from Multinational 

Peacekeeping Patch . $3.95 


Nylon Cover is commercially CH I'MoffH 

made to military specs and 
features: fleece lining, detachable 

shoulder strap, outside pouch. Attaches to any belt. Brand new. 

□ Canteen... Item #Q-450.$J.95/eacl 

□ Cover.. Item #Q-455 ...$15.95/eacl 

□ Set (Canteen & Cover) Item #Q-460... $19.75/eacl 


Very rare! Genuine article used by our troops in Operation 
Desert Storm. Night desert camo shell of 50% cotton, 
50% nylon inhibits infra red detection and disquises 
shapes. Brand new. Limited supply, so order early! 

Item #DS-105. 

Sizes; (note - very oversized fit. S fits an M.) 

XS,S.$49.00 

M. sozxy, 


BHTr hB Regulation Gl dog tags set 
TUUmufirifl of 2 tags and 2 chains (one 4 M , 
24”). Choose: 

Steel Set... Item #X-670 $4.00. 
Black Commando Set... Item #X-675 ..$6.00. 

■ Printing for Dog Tags - we'ii 

print anything that fits! (6 lines, 15 spaces per line). 

Item #X-685... only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set). 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 - 800 - 545-0933 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 


i ■ Dog Tag Silencers 

[ glare rubber bumpers for tag. 

i Item #X-650 . 


* i Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 1 

t below with each order. Amounts shown include costs of 1 

t postage, packaging, insurance and handling. 
/ Orders up to $10.00. 

. .$3.95 

M Orders $10.01 to $20.00 

.$4.95 

Orders $20.01 to $50.00 

..$5.95 

Orders $50.01 to $70.00 

.$6.95 

Orders $70.01 to $100.00 

$7.95 

Orders $100.01 to $200.00 

$8.95 

Orders over $200.01 .. . 

.$10.95 
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|*S0F BACK ISSUES 

1987-1988 

BUY SIX ... GET THREE FOR FREE 

Buy just six back issues of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE for $30 and we ll throw in 3 FREE ISSUES of 
your choice. OR buy nine back issues for $45 and we’ll send you THREE FREE ISSUES PLUS A BLACK SOF 
BINDER to keep all 12 in. That’s a $70 value for just $45. And we’ll still give you FREE DOMESTIC POSTAGE. 
(Foreign Orders: add $3 1st issue, $1 each additional.) Act Now! ALL issues are available except #2 & #3. Single 
orders $5.00 each. Here’s just a partial list: 


#110 December 1986: VIETNAM: MIA lab scandal uncovered; ELITE UNITS: 
Norway's cold weather commandos; training U.S. Army snipers; WEAPONS: 
Israeli FALs; AFGHANISTAN: Lance Motley's holy war combat tour. 

#111 January 1987: WEAPONS: French FA MAS Bullpup; CENTRAL 
AMERICA: Tales of a combat correspondent; PHILIPPINES: In the bush with 
the New People's Army; VIETNAM: Op Apache Snow, the taking of Hamburger 
Hill; AFRICA: South Africa’s native trackers. 

#112 February 1987: MARINES: Carlos Hathcock, super sniper; AFRICA— 
Ethiopia’s Eritrean rebels; WEAPONS: H&K clones go full auto; Hungarian 
AKM; HISTORY—Singlaub with the OSS in the CBI. 

#113 March 1987: COMBAT: On the front lines in Mozambique; SOUTH 
AMERICA: Peru’s elusive Shining Path guerrillas; 

VIETNAM —Lam Son 719, ARVN solo op; WEAP¬ 
ONS: Colt’s SMG; Smith & Wesson’s big bore .45. 

#114 April 1987: MERC OPS: American meres target 
Ghana; DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: Bounty hunting in the 
USA; AFRICA: Elite police unit tracks SW\PO; 

WEAPONS: Galil’s new sniper rifle; ComBloc bayo¬ 
nets; Arcane weapons shoot-out. 

#115 May 1987: MERC OPS PART 2: American 
meres set sail for coup in Ghana; USA: Modern-day 
Minutemen battle bureaucracy; VIETNAM: Subma¬ 
rine surface ops support special units; WEAPONS 
—Colt Cobra .357; Benelli’s Super 90. 

#116 June 1987: MERC OPS PART 3: Busted and 
jail bound in Brazil; SOUTH AMERICA: Merc work in 
Suriname; VIETNAM: POW/MIA private citizen res¬ 
cue attempts; W4R IN THE SHADOWS: Running 
guns to Khadaffi; WEAPONS: Hungarian High 
Power; Fighting with folding knives. 

#117 July 1987: USA: Police battle border bandits; 

ELITE UNITS—Britain’s Ghurkas; Royal Marines hit 
the beach in Norway; COMBAT REPORT: Walking 
through Cambodia's killing ground; WEAPONS — 

Assault rifle look-alikes; Israeli Sirkis 9mm. 

#118 August 1987: COMBAT REPORT: Burmese attack Mon army; SOUTH 
AMERICA: SOF at rebel HQ in Suriname; CENTRAL AMERICA: On patrol with 
Guatemalan army; HISTORY: The making of America’s 10th Mountain Division; 
WEAPONS: Ruger’s P-85. 

#119 September 1987: COMBAT REPORTS: Contra Redeyes down Sandin- 
ista chopper; SADF Pathfinders shoot it out with SWAPO; Brit officer comers 
Omani rebels in Dhofar: WEAPONS: Brits new SA80; SOF T&Es Chinese 
weapons Pt. 1: Small arms. 

#120 October 1987: COMBAT REPORTS: Deep desert raid in Ethiopia; 
MIDDLE EAST: Motley trains Christian commandos in Lebanon; CENTRAL 
AMERICA: Guatemalan paras; U.S. Army reserve in Honduras; Invading 
Nicaragua; WEAPONS: Reeve’s superknife; SOF T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 2: 
Heavy machine guns. 

#121 November 1987: COMBAT REPORTS: Soviets destroy Afghan village; 
Rhodesia Fireforce callout; USA: Drugs, feds and ‘freelancers’ in California’s 
emerald triangle; Police 
battle Indians at Wbunded 
Knee; WEAPONS: Ruger 
77/22 with sound suppres¬ 
sor; SOF T&Es Chinese 
weapons Pt. 3: Subma¬ 
chine guns. 

#122 Decern ber 1987: 

USA: Ollie North’s secret 
slide show; ELITE UNITS: 

British SAS; Spike team in 
Laos 1968; SOUTH AMER¬ 
ICA —Legionnaires A/VOL 
in Suriname; WEAPONS: 

Colt .45; Chinese knife pis¬ 
tol; Mossberg M500 shot¬ 
gun; .38 Specials. 

#123 January 1988: USA: 

Spetsnaz invade America; 

U.S. Army’s 9th Infantry 
Division; VIETNAM: Amer¬ 
ica’s missed opportunity to 


invade the north; BU RMA: Open season on Duck Mountain; SOF correspondent 
jailed; AFRICA: SOF rescues missionaries from Mozambique; WEAPONS: SOF 
T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 4: Tank killers. 

#124 February 1988: AFRICA: Eritrea’s fatal females; ELITE UNITS —U.S. 
Navy SEALs in Libya; VIETNAM: Spike team shot out of Laos; SPAIN: “Foreign” 
legion for nationals only; WEAPONS: Sandinista foot-poppers; Army’s M9 
bayonet; SOF T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 5—General purpose MGs. 

#125 March 1988: CAMBODIA: Walking through two ambushes; Living off the 
jungle; SRI LANKA: Indian troops fail to keep the peace; VIETNAM: NVA meets 
American secret weapon; Little Larry Dring the great scrounger; WEAPONS: 
SOF T&Es Chinese weapons Pt. 6: Type 63 rifle and new grenade launcher. 

#126 April 1988: AFGHANISTAN: U.S. media spreads 
disinformation; Four battles that turned the tide; 
Endgame: Soviets and muj jockey for position; ARA¬ 
BIA: Royal Marine leads Omanis through ambush 
alley; VIETNAM: Two-tour vet flies his last mission over 
North Vietnam; WEAPONS: SOF T&Es Chinese 
weapons Pt. 7: Pistols. 

#127 May 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: Siege in 
Angola; On patrol in Philippines; Night battle in 
Afghanistan; DRUG WAR: Soviets import drugs to 
western Europe; Bekaa \&lley drugs fuel endless 
conflict; USA: Bragg's Scout Recon and Surveillance 
Course. VIETNAM: Spectre gunships over Laos. 

#128 June 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: Direct Hit on 
Afghan militia fort; Cleaning up Philippines murder city; 
American adviser with Salvadoran paras during strike 
on Guazapa; VIETNAM: la Drang aerial ambush; 
WEAPONS: Most often used handguns; .45 vs 9mm; 
Last chapter in SOF’s look at Chinese weapons, Pt. 8: 
hand grenades. 

#129 July 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: SOF editor 
chases terrs in Angola; Afghans fire up fort at Shah 
Kabul; ELITE UNITS: Sri Lanka’s Special Force; 
Philippine Scout Rangers in training; VIETNAM: Deadly day for Aussies; 
WEAPONS: Remington M24 sniper weapon system. 

#130 August 1988: COMBAT REPORTS: SOF staffer spends five months 
inside Nicaragua; DEA, U.S. Army and Bolivian Leopards on drug raid; 
ADVENTURE: Hunting for Japanese war booty in Philippines; WEAPONS: 
Glock’s compact 17. 

#131 September 1988: AFGHANISTAN: SOF team in-country to witness Soviet 
withdrawal; FALKLANDS: Charting the invasion beaches; POWS: Japanese 
holdouts on Guam after WW II; WEAPONS —South Africa’s SS-77 GPMG; S. 
Africa’s R4 rifle. 

#132 October 1988: AFGHANISTAN: SOF team joins muj in attack; DRUG 
WAR: A look at U.S. Customs Air Branch flying aces; ELITE UNITS: Marine’s 
3rd Force Recon; SRI LANKA: In the field with insurgent Tigers of Eelam; 
WEAPONS: Complete guide to AK imports. 

#133 November 1988: GRENADA: Part one of the real story behind the 
invasion; CENTRAL AMERICA: Winning hearts and Mayans in Guatemala; 

AFGHANISTAN: With muj 
convoy in bandit country; 
WEAPONS: Remington’s 
Model 870. 

#134 December 1988: 
GRENADA: Part two, the 
82nd Airborne’s role in se¬ 
curing the island; MIDDLE 
EAST: Israeli commandos 
kill Abu Jihad; Next target: 
Abu Nidal, called the most 
dangerous man in the world. 
AFRICA: 20th century’s 
most successful mere, the 
Robert Denard story; 
WEAPONS: Knives for com¬ 
bat; wound ballistics. 

#135 January 1989: 
SPETSNAZ: SOF hunts So¬ 
viet elite in Alaska; HIS¬ 
TORY: U.S. plans to strike 
Japan before Pearl Harbor; 
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SOF Back Issues, Dept. SF-691 • P.O. Box 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 


YES, Send me (Write In Issue Numbers): 

1st Issue #_ $5.00 5th Issue # 

$5.00 

9th Issue # 

FREE 

2nd Issue 

#_ 

$5.00 

6th Issue # 

_$5.00 

10th Issue#_ 

_$5.00 

3rd Issue 

#_ 

$5.00 

7th Issue #_ 

_FREE 

11th Issue#_ 

_$5.00 

4th Issue 

#_ 

_$5.00 

8th Issue #_ 

_FREE 

12th Issue#_ 

_$5.00 


_I Have Enclosed $30 For 9 Issues (a $45 Value) 

_I Have Enclosed $45 For 12 Issues and a Binder (a $70 Value) 

_I Have Enclosed $_For The Issues Indicated Above ($5 each) 

Foreign Orders Add: $3 for 1st Issue; $1 Each Add’I. Issue. 

Visa or Mastercard Orders: Number_ 

Exp. Date:_Signature_ 

Name_ 

Street- 

City, State, Zip- 
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Badges (By vertical rows, from left) 
#7005 SOF Key Ring. S5.25 
^ #7024 Beret Badge, black. $8.00 

3T (#7025 Not shown, bronze. $8.00) 

^ mt #7023 Beret Badge, silver. $8.00 
W laSI #7021 SOF Lapel Pin, silver. $5.95 
■ #7043 SOF Lapel Pin, gold. $5.95 

(#7044 Not shown, black. $5.95) 
#7020 SOF Lapel Pin, red. $3.95 
^ "i-; #7022 Beret Badge, red. $7.00 

ML 40T j #7053 Death to Tyrants Badge. $5.95 

V V'.' V Patches (From left to right) 

#7003 Shield Patch. $4.95 

EHBtt #7002 SOF Round Patch, OD. $2.95 

JllJM #7001 SOF Round Patch, red. $2.95 

#7060 SOF Patch, black. $4.95 

.SOF EXCHANGE.! 

P.O. BOX 693, Dept. 6/91, Boulder, CO 80306 USA , 


Items above (Clockwise from left.) 

#7033 SOF Magazine Binder. Sturdy black binder keeps 
your issues protected and handy. Holds 12 issues. $10.95 
#5007 Urban Recon 6-pack carrier, grey. This insulated 
pack keeps beverages cold. (Do not use with ice.) $7.50 
#7120 Stein. 12-oz., clear with red logo. $7.50 
#7140 SOF Money Clip. $5.95 

#7006 SOF Ranger Knife. 3.5-inch blade, 9 inches overall. 
Grooved grip. Black with brass SOF logo. An impressive 
instrument. $23.95 

#7110 SOF Ashtray, white with red logo. $4.95 
#7045 SOF Zippo lighter. For those who value never-fail 
dependability. OD. A real Classic. $16.95 
#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, white with red logo. $6.95 
#7130 SOF Leather Coasters. Set of 4. $2.50 


Call Toll-Free: Mastercard, VISA or COD orders: 
1-800-323-1776, Operator 131. 

For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617 
Customer Service: (303) 449-3750 

PAYMENT: _VISA _M/C _CHECK _ 

CARD #_EXP._ 

SIGNATURE_ 

NAME_ 
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CITY_ 


STATE 
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t 
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Items above (Clockwise from left.) 


SUB TOTAL 


i 

#2004 Black SOF Scrambled Eggs Ball Cap. Col, Brown's favorite. $10.95 

i 

P&H 


i 

#2001 Maroon Beret. Sizes 6 1/2-7 3/4. (Badge not included.) $10.95 

i 

3.7% Sales Tax (CO Residents) 


t 

#7013 SOF Black Military Buckle.$7.95 

i 

TOTAL 



#7012 Silver Buckle. $7.95 

#7014 Web Belt, black. (No Buckle.) $3.50 

#2010 Khaki Field Cap. Lined. S,M. $14.95 

(#2011 Unlined Khaki Field Cap. Not Shown. S,L,XL. $8.95 

i 

i 

i 

Add $3.00 for first item ordered, plus $1.00 per each additional item for 1 

postage and handling. Overseas orders add 40% Allow 4-6 weeVs for delivery. t 

Colorado residents add 3.7% sales tax. , 
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FULL AUTO - Fine Tuning a Fine Weapon 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 


NO military small arms weapon system 
is born perfect. All those of merit 
eventually evolve through a series of 
modifications. Flawed designs are 
usually not with us long enough for 
changes to be implemented. 

Arguably the finest military sidearm 
ever fielded, the Colt Government 
Model .45 ACP pistol, was originally 
fielded as the Model 1911. Combat is 
the ultimate test bed and after World 
War I substantial changes were made 
in 1921. These included an arched and 
checkered mainspring housing, a 
shorter checkered trigger, recess cuts 
on both sides of the frame to accom¬ 
modate the trigger finger, a longer horn 
on the grip safety and a slightly short¬ 
ened hammer spur. With these altera¬ 
tions the arm took the designation 
M1911A1. 


The Product Improvement Program for the 
M249 SA/V includes a redesigned plastic 
buttstock assembly and a new three- 
position carrying handle among other 
things. 

To the layman, the highly regarded 
Ml Garand appears without apparent 
change from the inception of its series 
production in 1937 at Springfield Ar¬ 
mory to the very last rifle manufactured 
in 1956. That was hardly the case. At 
one time or another during its produc¬ 
tion run of more than 5 1/2 million rifles, 
the following components were modi¬ 
fied: lower band and pin; bullet guide; 
buttplate; firing pin; follower and fol¬ 
lower arm, pin and rod; front and rear 
sights; gas cylinder and lock and lock 
screw; operating rod and spring; 
safety; trigger, trigger housing and 


guard. The modifications were de¬ 
signed to enhance both production and 
performance of the Ml Garand. 

The Ml 6A1 evolved into the Ml 6A2. 
The famous .303 British Bren Light 
Machine Gun (LMG) started life as the 
Mk I and went through changes as the 
Mk I*, Mk 2, Mk 3 and finally the L4A1 
through L4A7 7.62x51 mm NATO 
series. There are numerous other 
examples. 

The U.S. caliber 5.56x45mm NATO 
M249 Squad Automatic Weapon 
(SAA/) is no exception and has already 
been modified several times since it 
was type classified on 1 February 
1982. The front sight has been 
changed four times and the rear sight 
has seen three modifications. 

Recently, a Product Improvement 
Program (PIP) kit with a significant 


number of improvements was adopted 
for the M249. It is now in the pipeline in 
substantial quantity. 

One of the kit’s components was 
previously adopted. A ventilated heat 
shield now clips on over the barrel 
above the forearm. Made from 
stamped sheet-metal, it has a black, 
synthetic handguard. The front of the 
heat shield hooks under the gas 
block’s retaining pin which has been 
extended on either side. When the 
barrel is removed, the heat shield can 
be transferred to a spare barrel. 

Three important modifications have 
been made to the barrel assembly. The 
M249’s original flash hider has been 
replaced with that of the M16A2. A 
bird-cage-type, the sixth port on the 
bottom (present on the M16A1 flash 
hider) was deleted to slightly reduce 


muzzle climb during burst-fire and 
diminish the dust signature when firing 
from the prone position in desert envi¬ 
ronments. 

Original M249 barrels had a left- 
hand thread at the muzzle to accept 
the FN-designed flash hider. In theory, 
this should cause the rotating bullet to 
tighten rather than loosen the flash 
hider. The thread direction was 
changed to right-hand and the front 
part of the barrel was reshaped, both to 
accommodate the M16A2 flash hider. 
The peel washer (a series of shims) 
used to retain and orient the M16A2’s 
flash hider was replaced by a unique 
conical-shaped washer. To install the 
flash hider with this special washer in 
place, you must turn it onto the muzzle 
with a torque wrench to 25 ft./lbs., 
minimum, and then continue to rotate 
the unit until the correct orientation has 
been obtained. 

The original non-articulated carrying 
handle was a legitimate area of criti¬ 
cism. All too often, it served as a spear 
to impale the operator when assuming 
the prone position. The new folding 
carrying handle has three positions: 
folded on top of the heat shield, the 
upright position for carrying, or folded 
down along the right side of the barrel. 
To fold the handle over the heat shield 
or along the right side of the barrel, 
push rearward on the spring-loaded 
handle to move its locking tab out of 
the deeply recessed center notch. The 
handle can be locked back into the 
carrying position by merely rotating it 
upward. 

The original gas regulator had two 
positions, “N” (normal) which pro¬ 
duced a cyclic rate of 750 rpm and “A” 
(adverse) which stepped the cyclic rate 
up to 1,050 rpm. Gunners will always 
opt for the higher rate of fire on any 
automatic weapon, feeling, I suppose 
with no small amount of justification, 
that combat is in itself an adverse 
condition. This inevitably results in 
accelerated wear to the reciprocating 
parts. The two-position gas regulator 
has been replaced with a one-position 
gas regulator sleeve and the gas 
block’s gas adjustment screw has 
been replaced by a set of orifice plugs. 
These latter have been set to force all 
of the available gas energy into the 
mechanism. Yet no matter what de¬ 
gree of fouling is present, the gun will 
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Quality screen-printed American made 50/50 T’s in adult 
sizes L & XL, Send $12.00 check or money order (no 
COD’s please) plus $2.50 P&H continental U.S. & military 
to MRN Ent., P.O. Box 17009, Tucson, AZ 85731. 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 

1 - 800 - 729-8316 
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Probably the most important alteration was 
the addition of a hydraulic buffer in the 
buttstock that impinges against a two-piece 
steel block, called a transfer bar, at the end 
of the recoil spring’s guide rod. 

continue to operate at its optimum rate 
of 750 rpm. 

This has been accomplished by 
installation of a hydraulic buffer which 
absorbs all excess energy introduced 
into the system and eliminates any 
erratic decline or increase in the rate of 


fire. The original spring buffer, formerly 
attached to the rear of the recoil 
spring’s guide rod, has been deleted 
and replaced by a two-piece steel 
block called a transfer bar assembly 
which directs the path of the system’s 
recoil energy to the tip of the hydraulic 
buffer. 

The new buffer protrudes from a 
completely redesigned plastic 
buttstock assembly that replaces the 
original skeletonized stock which was 
fabricated from aluminum castings and 


tubing. The steel wire buttstrap of the 
original has been retained in slightly 
different configuration. The new 
buttstock exhibits excellent human en¬ 
gineering and features a hooked 
shape on the underside, somewhat in 
the manner of CcmBloc machine guns 
like the RPD and RPK, and a serrated 
cast-aluminum buttplate. 

The PIP kit’s only other modification 
is to instruct armorers to remove the 
link-ejection-port dust cover, the sharp 
edge of which sometimes cut opera¬ 
tors when they retracted the cocking 
handle. 

It’s important to mention that the 
new barrel assembly must be used in 
conjunction with the hydraulic buffer 
and transfer bar assembly. If used 
alone without the hydraulic buffer, the 
gas block’s orifice plug setting will 
produce a cyclic rate in excess of 1,000 
rpm and the weapon will eventually 
self-destruct. 

The SAW concept needs no justifi¬ 
cation from me. The M249 (FN Minimi) 
machine gun was selected from a 
rigorous, competitive evaluation of four 
candidate systems. The M249 SA/V 
has just completed its ultimate per¬ 
formance test in the heat of ground 
battle midst the swirling sand of Desert 
Storm. By all accounts to date, it has 
acquitted itself in a satisfactory 
manner. ^ 
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SOF s ACTION/A u 

A special, expanded feature front the Journal of Professional Adventurers 


if you can't squeeze Australia or Micronesia 
into yew time and travel budget then 

TAKE A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE 
IN CENTRAL AMERICA 

Yucatan, Honduras, Costa Rica, Guatemala 

We’li get you Cm\ of thu tour-star hntak, 
aw By from the tourists and into the bush. 

fhdtWl tfer & 

the 


join -yfc \&n 2f) GREAT 

^Climbing the Matterhorn 

fjy White Water Raft the Upper Ganges 

^Swim the Hellespont 

P ’S Scuba Dive in Micronesia 

^ Drive Pakistan's Karakoram Highway 
x v Explore the Amazon 
A^Trek with Australia's Aborigines 
^Explore the Kalahari 
%sSled Across the Arctic 
^Trans-Sahara: Casablanca to the Red Sea 
^Marco Polo: Venice to Beijing 
" Lewis and Qarlc Independence to Astoria 
and much mors! 
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Danny suluvan on winning 


V ' , 

X % 

/V 



Solid sterling silver, 
14 karat gold. 


they're probably not the win¬ 
ners. I say —go for the best —in 
everything you do. 

And for me, the best is The 
Winner's Circle Ring. Crafted in 
solid sterling silver. 14 karat 
gold. Deep black onyx. All 
captured in a bold design. Real 
materials. Real style...and real 
value at just $195. Exclusively 
from The Franklin Mint. 


THIRTY DAY RETURN ASSURANCE POLICY 
If you wish to return any Franklin Mint pur¬ 
chase, you may do so within 30 days of 
your receipt of that purchase for replace¬ 
ment, credit or refund. 


Silver. Gold. Onyx. The Winner's Circle Ring. 


The Franklin Mint 
Special Order Dept. 

Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 
Please send me the imported Winner's Circle 
Ring crafted in solid sterling silver, 14 karat 
gold and onyx. 

I understand I need send no money now. I 
will be billed in ten monthly installments of 
$19.50* each, with the first due prior to ship¬ 
ment. *Plus my state sales tax and 

a one-time charge of $3. for shipping and handling. 



Please mail by June 30,1991. 


SIGNATURE^ 


MR/MRS/MISS 
ADDRESS_ 


CITY/STATE/ZIP_ 

© 1W1 FM 


3XLD- 1 331 8-34 


To assure a proper fit, 

o custom ring sizer will be sent prior to shipment. 


onyx. 














IN REVIEW 

by John Coleman 


Liberals will hate this book. So will 
former President Jimmy Carter, Ollie 
North, the infamous Christie Institute 
and any number of Foggy Bottom 
bureaucrats. It’s guaranteed to raise 
hackles all over. 

I don’t think retired Major General 
John K. Singlaub will give a damn. 

HAZARDOUS DUTY - An Ameri¬ 
can Soldier in the Twentieth Cen¬ 
tury (Summit Books), by John 
Singlaub, co-written with a deft touch 
from Malcolm McConnell, is the story 
of one man’s career that actually reads 
more like a quest, one that has allowed 
no deviation from the goal of duty to 
one’s country, and the battle against 
those who would bring it harm. 

If that sounds somewhat simplistic 
in this realpolitik world of the political 
backstab, self-aggrandizement and 
ideological fence straddling, where pa¬ 
triotism, duty and honor are consid¬ 
ered naive, then John K. Singlaub 
must stand as a raw unsophisticate. 
Today’s young government bright- 
boys, who consciously avoid anything 
that smacks of independent thought or 
action, would definitely think him so. 
That’s the difference between those 
who sit and twiddle — and those who 
go and do. 

Singlaub started going and doing 
back in 1943, when as a young para- 
troop officer he volunteered for duty 
with the Office of Strategic Services 
and found himself working behind Ger¬ 
man lines with the French Resistance. 
It was his first taste of clandestine 
operations and he found he was good 
at it. It was also his first personal 
confrontation with fascism and starkly 
brutal oppression. Both factors would 
shape his career, in the military and 
later as a civilian in the private sector, 
for the next four-and-a-half decades. 

That, of course, is what HAZARD¬ 
OUS DUTY is all about, the life of a 
professional soldier with a somewhat 
unusual career that wound him in and 
out of covert special operations rang¬ 
ing from China to Manchuria to Korea 
to Vietnam, interspersed with regular 
unit commands and staff assignments. 

By itself, Singlaub’s military life 
would make fascinating reading, but 
there’s more. John Singlaub ran afoul 
of Jimmy Carter’s proposed military 
disinvestment of Korea (a disturbing 
chapter on how the press can quickly 


end a career) which resulted in 
Singlaub’s early retirement. Rather 
than settle into Washington s comfort¬ 
able lobby of Beltway Bandits, he 
became involved with a number of 
private organizations that advocated a 
strong national defense. Perhaps more 
important, they recognized that com¬ 
munism, in any number of guises, 
presented a real threat to the security 
of the United States. 

In this day and age, that attitude 
may seem passe. Yet in the late 1970s 
and early-middle ’80s, East Bloc 
(specifically Soviet) expansionism was 
highly visible in places such as 
Mozambique, Angola, Ethiopia, Af¬ 
ghanistan and, of course, Nicaragua, 
and the United States government 
seemed unwilling or unprepared to do 
much about it. 

John Singlaub and others weren’t as 
complacent. 

With Congress dithering over aid to 
the contras, with an on-again/off-again 
attitude, thousands of young Nicara¬ 
guans who were prepared to sacrifice 
their lives to free their country from 
repressive, Soviet-backed Sandinista 
rule languished in the jungles and 
mountains of their homeland and 
neighboring Honduras. U.S. aid was 
sporadic; CIA on-site support so com¬ 
partmentalized that when Agency per¬ 
sonnel withdrew, there was little in the 
way of a support infrastructure left. 

As an active-duty soldier, there was 
little Singlaub could have done about 
the situation. As a private citizen, there 
was much. 

Enter Lieutenant Colonel Oliver 
North and the motley crew of Iran/ 
Contra. To ensure that his efforts 
wouldn’t contravene U.S. government 
policy, Singlaub liaised with North, the 
government's pointman for the project, 
in organizing private sector assistance 
for the contras. Although Singlaub had 
doubts about him (he felt the young 
colonel, although bright and hard¬ 
working, lacked the requisite back¬ 
ground for such a sensitive position), 
he deferred to North’s control of the 
unofficial-official supply effort. 

Using his own contacts and re¬ 
sources, Singlaub went shopping for 
weapons, aircraft, and other supplies 
for the contras, successfully delivering 
tons of desperately needed equip¬ 
ment. But the more he worked with 


North, the more his doubts about 
control of funding, and specifically 
North’s choice of an air adviser — 
retired Air Force Major General Rich¬ 
ard Secord — grew. As eventually did 
his concerns about Oliver North’s in¬ 
tegrity. 

During the subsequent mini-series 
dubbed the Iran/Contra hearings, in 
which Singlaub played a role and 
walked away with his honor intact, his 
reservations and misgivings were 
sadly proven all too prescient. It was a 
frustrating experience, one of many 
that plagued him both as a soldier and 
civilian in service to his country. 

You sense that frustration, tinged 
with sadness, throughout HAZARD¬ 
OUS DUTY, of a man with a clear 
vision of how things could have been 
confronted by those with no vision at all 
— or worse, by some who put bank 
accounts and personal glory above all 
else. In the real world that’s to be 
expected, but it’s refreshing to sense 
the surprise in John Singlaub when he 
encounters it. Perhaps that’s naivete. 
Perhaps he’s a man to whom the code 
of duty to country is so strong that he 
can’t fathom others who don’t feel and 
act the same way. It’s a tantalizing 
thought that in a world of Watergates 
and Irangates, people like General 
John K. Singlaub actually exist. 

Reviewers who slam this book be¬ 
cause of Singiaub’s single-minded 
views of right and wrong, of good and 
evil, will do so for all the wrong 
reasons. Quite simply, they’ll forget 
that some people are willing to take a 
stand for their beliefs; that they’ve 
developed their world view based on 
first-hand experiences at the front lines 
rather than through rhetorical dis¬ 
course, safely conducted well out of 
harm’s way. It’s a rather sad commen¬ 
tary that those who sit and twiddle 
—and criticize from afar — far outnum¬ 
ber those who go and do. 

I give HAZARDOUS DUTY a four- 
star recommendation. It’s exciting, well 
written, and John Singlaub — although 
discretely diplomatic at times — 
doesn’t pull any punches. Beyond that, 
you should read it because Singlaub 
had the guts to write it. Few others 
would display the same courage. 

HAZARDOUS DUTY will be re¬ 
leased in June and available through 
your local book stored 
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The Lightweight A-2 Flying Jacket 

The famous piece of battle gear now in 100% cotton for spring, summer and fall. 


The 

of Heroes. The A-2 Flying Jacket is 

the most famous piece of battle gear 
in history. During World War II, the brave pilots of the U.S. 
Army Air Forces relied on the A-2 for protection and comfort. 
Whether in the cockpits of P-38 Lightnings over Europe, 
or P-40 Warhawks over China, the A-2 Flying Jacket identified 
its wearer as one of an elite, brave breed of fighting men. 

From the Official Supplier of the U.S. Air Force A-2. 
The U.S. Air Force recently recommissioned the A-2 for its 
pilots, and selected Cooper Sportswear, supplier of A-2’s 
in World War II, as the official contract manufacturer of its 
leather A-2's. Now, the “Jacket of Heroes” has been re-created 


for you by Cooper in comfortable 100% cotton. Perfect 
for spring, summer and fall wear. The Lightweight A-2 Flying 
Jacket features authentic details including genuine leather 
snap-down collar, shoulder epaulets, roomy snap-closed 
pockets, and knit cuffs and waist band. 

Payable in Monthly Installments. 

The Lightweight A-2 Flying Jacket can be yours for just $119*, 
payable in tour monthly credit card installments of $31.63. 
Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you are not completely 
delighted with your jacket, simply return it in original condition 
within 30 days for exchange or refund. Available in authentic 
Desert Tan or Olive Drab. Sizes S, M, L and XL. Phone orders 
shipped within 1 -3 weeks. Own a piece of history. Order today. 

* Plus $7.50 shipping/handling. © 199 , MB , 


Willabee & Ward 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, Conn, 06857 


CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-367-4534 Ext. 635-116 Name_ 


Satisfaction 

Guaranteed 


Please send me the jacket(s) I have indicated below. Fill in quantity 
and size: S(36-38), M(40-42), L(44-46), XL(48-50) in space provided: 

Desert Tan Lightweight A-2 Flying Jackets). 


(Please print clearly) 


Address. 


Qty. Sizes(s) 


Olive Drab Lightweight A-2 Flying Jacket(s). 


Qty. Sizes(s) 

For each jacket, charge 4 installments of $31.63** to my credit card. 
□ MasterCard □ VISA □ Discover □ Amer. Express 


City/State/Zip. 
Signature_ 


Credit Card Number 


Expiration Date 


(All orders subject to acceptance.) 

□ I prefer not to use a credit card and will pay by check. Enclosed is my check 
'for$l 19 plus$7.50 shipping/handling, atotal of $126.50** for each jacket. 

* *Any applicable sales tax will be billed with shipment. 
































WORLD SITREP 


VIETNAM 


Broke, Soviets are letting go 4 1/2 
gas/oil blocks they had been 
granted for exploration off Viet¬ 
namese coast near Bach Ho field. 
Exxon, Texaco, Amoco, Phillips, 
Conoco and Mobil negotiating 
with Petrovietnam to sign deals 
if/when U.S. embargo is lifted. 


O GERMANY 

Hunt continues for some 2,000 
domestic and 582 foreign steeper 
Stasi agents; none fingered yet, 
although partial list has been 
handed over to parliament ... 
Government expects to spend an 
additional DM 30 billion a year to 
pay for contribution to Gulf war, 
rebuild East Germany, help East¬ 
ern Europe, 


ALBANIA 

Armored forces called out to pro¬ 
tect government installations 
against violent protesters. 


BULGARIA 

Communist party being forced to 
divest about half of its assets, 
which are supposed to go back to 
the folks. 


BURMA 


Taking advantage of international 
preoccupation with Gulf war, 
SLORC arrests more opposition 
leaders, bans more opposition 
parties, makes usual promises of 
democratic reformsAlso makes 
offer of business opportunities to 
Kachin Independence Army (KIA) 
leaders if they will quit — they 
decline. 


6sfr 


ZIMBABWE 


Zim troops guarding pipeline in 
Mozambique’s Gaza Province kill 
34 RENAMO rebels in recent fire- 
fight. Estimated 10,000 Zim troops 
remain in Mozambique guarding 
pipelines, road and rail nets. 


Synthesia chemical works, 
manufacturers of infamous 
Semtex explosive, for sale. Brit, 
U.S., Japanese firms negotiating. 
New Semtex now produced with 
traceable scent. 


fll CAMBODIA 

Quantities of Vietnamese-manu¬ 
factured RPGs, directional mines 
captured by Sihanoukist forces. 
French, Indonesian officials ask 
Thailand to try to broker settle¬ 
ment between four warring fac¬ 
tions. 


O CANARY ISLANDS 

Ship carrying two tons of Colom¬ 
bian coke seized — biggest sei¬ 
zure in Spanish history. 


EL SALVADOR 

Battles in San Salvador between 
leftist guerrillas and government 
forces after unsuccessful attack 
on President Cristiani’s residence 
Five U.S. military advisers die 
when chopper crashes into lake; 
chopper reported mechanical 
trouble soon after takeoff. 


FRANCE 


Two banks damaged on Corsica by separa¬ 
tists who separated from the separatist 
FLNC. Italian holiday village, home of lead¬ 
ing French banker, also attacked. 
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POLAND 

Warsaw Pact ministers meet and 
formally dissolve their military alli¬ 
ance; will meet again in Prague 
next July to finish emptying the 
wastebaskets ... Japan to supply 
technology and assistance to help 
Poland stem pollution from coal- 
fired generating plants. 


REUNION 


French government shuts down 
pirate TV station; youthful rioters 
spark violence ... dozens killed. 
Two squadrons of riot police dis¬ 
patched. 


USSR 


Group of Soviet army officers pub¬ 
licly accuses Communist Party of 
plotting coup in Lithuania last Jan¬ 
uary ... Leningrad hotel fire kills 
16, including one American, after 
TV set explodes ... $3 million in 
medical aid sent directly from 
Washington to Lithuania, Latvia, 
Estonia, Ukraine, bypassing 
Moscow. 


{) THAILAND 

® SAUDI ARABIA 

Military coup topples government 
of Premier Chatichai; leaders of 
coup promise quick return to de¬ 
mocracy. 


Saudi Aramco officials working on 
deals to build chain of refineries in 
East and Southeast Asia; negotia¬ 
tions with South Korea, Japan, 
Thailand, 




SPAIN 


Bomb set by GRAPO (October 
First Antifascist Resistance 
Group) explodes at local traffic 
authority in Gijon; no injuries. 


INDIA 


Returns Charlie-class nuclear at¬ 
tack sub it leased from Soviets for; 
three years; now expected to build 
German-designed subs in local 
yards* 


INDONESIA 


Moslem hijacker Azhar Muham- 
mas Safar, first convicted in 
1981, executed by firing squad in 
Bandung. 


PHILIPPINES 


ITALY 


Parliament passes tough new 
drug law banning grass, coke, 
smack; imposing tougher penal¬ 
ties. First drafted in 1988, new law 
was strongly opposed by commu¬ 
nists/leftists. 


President Aquino suing journalist 
who alleged she hid under bed in 
August 1987 coup attempt be¬ 
cause, “This particular statement 
gives the impression that the com¬ 
mander-in-chief of the armed 
forces is a coward.” Manila court 
recently found 16 military officers 
guilty of Benigno Aquino’s murder 
in 1983; sentenced them to life. 


LEBANON 


Pro-Syrian gunmen free Habib 
al-Chartouni, 1982 assassin of 
President Bashir Gemayel. He 
was in prison at Roumieh. 


PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA 


Equips four fighters with air¬ 
refueling kits purchased from Iran, 
is shopping for suitable tankers ... 
Buying 24 Su-27 fighters from 
USSR ... Californians note: A man 
from Guangxi was given a bullet in 
the head after being convicted of 
diverting irrigation water without 
permission. 
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COMBAT CRAFT 


by Chuck Fremont 



According to early reports, the U.S. Army and Marine Corps suffered more heat casualties 
during Desert Shield than actual combat losses during Desert Storm. Photo: U.S. Army/Sgt. 
Roman 


DESERT Shield and Desert Storm are 
history, but desert warfare will probably 
stay with us for quite a while. 

Some Desert Storm veterans (82nd 
Airborne Division personnel in particu¬ 
lar) spent seven months or more in the 
desert of Saudi Arabia. These troopers 
received intense training and actual 
combat experience in the desert envi¬ 
ronment; they probably are not the 
ones who need to read this column. 
For others, including personnel arriv¬ 
ing later who were spared the experi¬ 
ence of the Arabian summer heat, 
read on. 

We don’t have the final figures yet, 
but from available accounts, the U.S. 
Army and Marine Corps suffered more 
heat casualties during Desert Shield 
than actual combat losses in Desert 
Storm. 

Heatstroke may not sound as dra¬ 
matic as taking a hit from a 7.62x39mm 
round, but it can be just as deadly. In 
fact, the medics consider heatstroke a 
true medical emergency. The lesser 
heat and solar injuries — sunburn, 
dehydration, heat syncope and heat 
exhaustion — can also be serious, 
especially if they are ignored. 


Humans are essentially water- 
cooled. Blood, heated by exercising 
muscles, circulates through the skin, 
where it is cooled by evaporating water 
(perspiration). Some cooling also oc¬ 
curs in the lungs, and in drier climates 
and at higher elevations, a substantial 
amount of water can be lost through 
breathing. 

But perspiration is still the main way 
our bodies keep cool. A soldier working 
hard in a hot, dry climate can easily 
lose over a liter of water per hour 
through perspiration. Thus, military re¬ 
quirements for at least 2 gallons (just 
less than 8 liters) of drinking water per 
man each day are not excessive. 

Drinking large quantities of water 
doesn’t guarantee that you won’t sus¬ 
tain a heat injury. If the climate is 
humid, perspiration may accumulate 
on the skin without evaporating as 
rapidly as necessary. Clothing that is 
tight-fitting or made of low-breathability 
material also reduces evaporation. 
Current battle dress uniforms (BDUs) 
have been criticized for being less 
breathable than Vietnam-era jungle 
fatigues. 

Whether this is because of the fabric 


Beat the Heat 


itself, the tailoring (NATO unisex uni¬ 
forms are generally tight in the crotch 
and buttocks for American males) or 
the anti-infrared dyes (used to defeat 
thermal imaging devices) depends on 
whom you talk to. Practically every 
trooper with experience wearing both 
uniforms, however, gripes about the 
BDUs. Recent-issue BDUs seem to fit 
somewhat better. 

You can improve cooling while 
wearing BDUs by leaving the fly and 
shirt front unbuttoned, not wearing a 
T-shirt (allowing air to better circulate 
to the torso), and either not blousing 
the trousers or blousing them loosely 
outside of the boots. Keeping load 
bearing equipment (LBE, or web gear) 
loose enhances air circulation. 

Some guys like to rip out the seams 
under the armpits. It’s not regulation, 
but it helps. Also, lots of washing 
seems to increase the breathabitity of 
the BDU material. Try to keep a couple 
of sets of well-washed and broken-in 
BDUs in your deployment kit. Make 
sure they fit loosely. And never starch 
anything you plan to fight in. Army regs 
even prohibit starching BDUs. 

In the field, have people watch one 
another for signs of heat injury. Com- 

Continued on page 24 


SOF Recommendation 


Electrolyte supplements and athletic 
energy drinks have come a long way 
since Gatorade first hit the market. 
These drinks and mixes are designed 
to efficiently replace mineral salts lost 
during sustained exercise, helping to 
prevent muscle cramps and sustain 
physical performance. 

They are especially useful in hot 
climates where large quantities of 
water are rapidly consumed, diluting 
normal metabolic salt levels. The best 
products have greater amounts of 
potassium salts than sodium chloride. 
Also desirable in such supplements 
are complex carbohydrates rather 
than simple sugar. 

One of the best products available 
is CYTOMAX, a well-balanced electro¬ 
lyte and carbohydrate blend contain¬ 
ing nearly twice as much potassium as 
sodium. 

Contact: Champion Nutrition, Dept. 
SOF, 2615 Stanwell Dr„ Concord, CA 
94520; phone (800) 225-4831. 
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Enjoy the 
c o n v e - 
nience and 
savings of 
having 
FIGHTING 
KNIVES defivered to your door. 

Each issue cuts through the hype to bi 
the real story on bladeware-before 


take it into the field! From applications to 
accessories, industry updates to product 
design, FIGHTING KNIVES is committed 


to bringing you the complete in-depth 


coverage you need! 


mm 




mmm 


Save Over $5 Off 
The Cover Price! 


FIGHTING KNIVES, F.O. Bax 16598, N. Hollywood, CA 91615-9962 

Name _ 


/Yes! sign me up for 1 

year (4 quarterly issues) 
of FIGHTING KNIVES. I'll 
pay just $9*95 and save 
$5*85 off the cover price! 


Address. 


City/State/Zip. 


DPayment Enclosed Charge My 


DVisa 
Exp _ 


UMC 


Signature. 


MONEY BACK ON ALL UNMAILED ISSUES IF NOT SATISFIED! Foreign add $5.00. Make checks payable to L.F.P. Inc. Your first issue will arrive in 6 to 8 weeks. WATCH FOR IT1 
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EVALlW 


RIGHTEOUS REVENGE 
Getting Down to Getting Even 
by George Hayduke 
Have you got a score to settle with 
someone? George Hayduke and his 
merry band of pranksters are back 
with more than 100 all-new, devilishly 
delicious tricks designed to drive the 
bad guys to damnation and deliver the 
good guys from the grips of their 
tormentors. For entertainment pur¬ 
poses only! 5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, 
240 pp. $19.95 


RADIO 

EQUPMENT 


RADIO EQUIPMENT OF THE 
THIRD REICH: 1933-1945 
by Charles J. Barger 
This indispensable reference is for 
radio aficionados, military historians 
and collectors of Nazi memorabilia. It 
covers operation guidelines and 
maintenance for German field phones, 
transmitters and even the ENIGMA 
coding machine. More than 100 photos 
and illustrations depict every facet of 
rare Nazi radio equipment used during 
World War II. 8 1/2 x 11, softcover, 
photos, illus., 112 pp. $25.00 


HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 
ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick techno¬ 
logy, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11, softcover, illus., 272 op. $30.00 


REVENGE 


WANTED 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE, 
WEAPONRY, REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306. 


MONEY-BACK 

GUARANTEE 


DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 


FISTS, WITS, AND 
A WICKED RIGHT 
Surviving on the 
Wild Side of the Street 
by Marc “Animal” MacYoung 
“It’s awareness, wits and fists that 
will keep you safe out there, not 
some fancy Oriental fighting form," 
says Animal. Here, he gets down to 
the fine points and brutal tech¬ 
nicalities of blows and targeting - the 
critical stuff that will keep you from 
becoming dead meat. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover. illus.. 152 pp. $14.00 
MINI-14 SUPER SYSTEMS 
by Duncan Long 

If you want your Mini-14 to fit your 
body, needs and pocketbook, here's 
the authoritative source on custom¬ 
izing this inexpensive, reliable rifle 
into an exotic super system. Find out 
how to boost your Mini-14’s firepower 
(legally) so that it will not only 
generate a lot of double takes, but 
also deliver - at the range, in the field 
or in critical moments of self-defense. 
5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 
200 pp. $16.95 


25 True Stories from the Wrong End of a Gun 

by Chris Pfouts 

There are two ways this book can save your life. First, if you’ve never been shot, there are vital 
lessons to be learned from the stories of those who have. How did the presence of a nickel-plated 
handgun save one man’s life? How can one person get dropped by a bullet in the arm, while another 
can get shot full in the face yet manage to throw his adversary out a second-story window? The 
answers to these questions - all found in these real-life accounts - will give you valuable insight into the 
violent world of gunplay. This is the gritty reality behind gunshot statistics and wound ballistics studies. 
Second, if you have been shot, then this extraordinary book will help you sort out the experience better than 
any unknowing pain therapist or psychiatrist could ever hope to. These are the stories of 25 others like yourself, 
who were put through the most traumatic experience of their lives yet lived to talk about it, heal and go on. These 
are your people. 51/2x81/2, hardcover, 184 pp. $21.95 


GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved tricks 
are included, such as ones devised by 
CIA and Mafia members and political 
dirty tricksters. These dirty tricks 
range from the simple to the ela¬ 
borate. For entertainment only 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, hardcover, 208 pp. $19.95 


SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics for AH 
Occasions 
by George Hayduke 
Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac¬ 
tics custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable. This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma¬ 
nure, newspapers and more to help 
you savor your vengeance! For 
entertainment only! 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
hardcover, 252 pp. $19.95 


KILLER INSTINCT 
Unarmed Combat 
for Street Survival 
by Sammy Franco 
To survive the violent streets of urban 
America, you must equip yourself 
with a vicious animal instinct. Tap into 
the mental, spiritual and physical 
components of Contemporary Fight¬ 
ing Arts, an advanced system of 
unarmed combat that offers the 
modern warrior a brutal and efficient 
arsenal. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, illus.. 112 pp. $15.00 


THE POWER OF 
POSITIVE REVENGE 
A Winner's Guide to 
Exacting Vengeance 
by Michael Connor 
More than just another revenge book, 
this is a breakthrough in vengeance! 
it harnesses the energy of negative 
thinking and turns it into positive 
revenge. The principle of “every 
action has an equal and opposite 
reaction" can change your life! For 
entertainment purposes only! 5 1/2 x 
8 1/2, hardcover, 232 pp. $19.95 


PALADIN 


LEAD POISONING 


CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 
by Bob Hammond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for all! These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rating. 
Discover the inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5 1/2x8 1/2, softcover, 
80 pp. $12.00 


STRUT 

1.KTU 1/, 


U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 
by Glen K. Craig 
Paladin’s new update of this classic 
best-seller gives you the info you 
need to stay alive and stay well in 
the field by showing how to treat all 
kinds of diseases and injuries. In a 
new compact format, this book 
gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4 1/2x7 1/4, weather¬ 
proof softcover, illus., 608 pp. 
_ $19.95 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT 
AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 
by Jeff Cooper 

Combat mind-set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war - these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author discusses various arms, 
fighting skills and the importance of 
knowing how to defend oneself, and 
one’s honor, in our rapidly changing 
world. 5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, illus., 
384 pp. $26.00 
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STREET LETHAL 
Unarmed Urban Combat 
by Sammy Franco 
Want to survive a real streetlight? The 
fancy leaping kicks and pre-planned 
responses taught in traditional martial 
arts will not work on today’s city 
streets. Discover Contemporary Fight¬ 
ing Arts, a hard-hitting combat system 
that ends streetlights quickly. 51/2x8 
1/2, softcover, photos, 192 pp. $15.95 


FISTS. 

HUS. 
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FIELD KNIFE EVALUATIONS 
The Good, the Bad, and 
the Ugly of Hard-Use Knives 
by Jerry Younkins 
How does that blade you’d like to own 
measure up when put to the test? 
Finally, here’s a resource that tells you 
- objectively. Younkins reveals how 
some of the best examples of hard- 
use cutlery cut, whittled, chopped and 
chiseled in the field, then appraises 
them accordingly. 5 1/2x8 1/2, soft- 
cover, photos, illus., 304 pp. $24.95 


COUNTERBOMB 
Protecting Yourself against Car, 
Mail, and Area-Emplaced Bombs 
by Lawrence W. Myers 
The three most common methods of 
murder by explosives are address¬ 
ed, including such controversial 
countermeasures as detonating 
bombs in the hands of the bomber. 
Psychological profiles of criminal 
bombers provide a complete picture 
of this deadly threat. For informa¬ 
tion purposes only. 5 1/2x81/2, 
softcover, illus., 96 pp $14.00 


ANYTHING 

ANYBODY 


25 TRUE 
STORIES FROM 
THE WRONG 
END OF A GUN 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 


REVENGE & HUMOR 


ACTION CAREERS 


KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 


Make ’em Pay!.$ 19.95 

Your Revenge Is in the Mail. 9.95 

Revenge Book: The Chilling Sequel.10,00 

Forgive? Forget It!.19.95 

The Joy of Cold Revenge.10.00 

Get Even 2: More Dirty Tricks 

From the Master of Revenge.19.95 

B.S.ing: The Secrets of Success 

in the Business World.12.00 

Techniques of Harassment.19.95 

Sweet Revenge: A Serious Guide to Retribution.19.95 

Care & Feeding of Tenants. 8.95 

Up Yours! Guide to Advanced Revenge Techniques 19.95 
Mad as Hell: A Master Tome of Revengemanship.... 19.95 

The Revenge Book. 8.00 

Tenant’s Revenge: How to Tame Your Landlord. 9.95 

Kickass! More Mayhem From the Master of Malice.. 19.95 


PERSONAL FREEDOM & MONEY 

How to Hide Anything.$ 10.00 

Credit: The Cutting Edge.25.00 

DEA Stash and Hideout Handbook.10.00 

Modern Weapons Caching.14.00 

Privacy: How to Get It. How to Enjoy It.18.95 

Sneak It Through.12.00 

Financial Investment Expertise: The Complete Guide to 

Terms. Definitions, and Winning Strategies.21.95 

Flimflam Man: How Con Games Work.17.95 

Electronic Fund Transfer Systems Fraud.15.00 

Save Your License.14.95 

The Armchair Millionaire.10.95 

Disguise Techniques: Fool All of the People 

Some of the Time. 8.00 

Computers: Crimes, Clues and Controls.10.00 


ESPIONAGE & INVESTIGATIONS 

How to Avoid Electronic Eavesdropping 

and Privacy Invasion. 


Find 'em Fast: A Private Investigator’s Workbook.. 
Undercover Operations: A Manual for the 

Private Investigator. 

Detective's Private Investigation Training Manual.. 

Obtaining Your Private Investigator’s License. 

Practical Guide for Private Investigators. 

Howto Investigate by Computer: 1990. 

SpyGame. 

CIA Flaps and Seals Manual. 


WEAPONS 

AR-15/M16 Super Systems.S 19.95 

The CZ-75 Family: The Ultimate Combat Handgun.. 16.00 

The AR-15/M16: A Practical Guide.16.95 

The Ruger .22 Automatic Pistol: 

Standard/Mark I/Mark II Series.12.00 

Combat Ammunition: Everything You Need to Know.24.95 
The Combat Shotgun and Submachine Gun: 

A Special Weapons Analysis.16.95 

Warsaw Pact Weapons Handbook.20,00 

Assault Pistols, Rifles and Submachine Guns.21.95 

World’s Deadliest Rimfire Battleguns.16.00 

The Shotgun in Combat.10.00 

Shooting to Live.10.00 

Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistance: 

Vol. II, The Handgun.14.00 

The Lewis Gun.39.95 

The Complete Book of Combat Handgunning.16.95 

The Mini-14: The Plinker, Hunter, Assault, 

and Everything Else Rifle.10.00 

Streetsweepers: The Complete Book of 

Combat Shotguns.17.95 

Automatics: Fast Firepower, Tactical Superiority.18.00 

Sturm. Ruger 10/22 Rifle and .44 

Magnum Carbine.12.00 

The Fighting Rifle.16.95 


Action Careers: Employment in the 

High-Risk Job Market. 

Bounty Hunter. 

Keep ’em Alive. 

Roadrunners: Combat Journalists in Cambodia . 
Manual of the Mercenary Soldier: A Guide to 

Mercenary War, Money and Adventure. 

Dead Clients Don’t Pay. 


MILITARY SCIENCE 

Patrolling and Tracking. 

Night Fighter’s Handbook.. 

Long-Range Patrol Operations: Reconnaissance, 

Combat, and Special Operations. 

Communications Equipment 

of the German Army: 1933-1945. 

Ranger Handbook. 

The German Assault Rifle: 1935-1945. 

Physical Training of the Soviet Soldier. 

African Merc Combat Manual. 

How to Kill Tanks. 

The Soviet Airborne Forces. 

The Scout. 

Special Forces Combat Firing Techniques. 

Special Forces Air Operations. 

Special Forces Waterborne Operations. 

De Oppresso Liber: The Illustrated History 
of the U.S. Army Special Forces. 


The Complete Bladesmith: Forging Your 

Way to Perfection.$ 25.00 

Slash and Thrust. 8.00 

Cold Steel. 16.95 

Commando Dagger: The Complete Illustrated History 

of the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife. 29.95 

Blade Master: Advanced Survival Skills for the 

Knife Fighter.10.00 

Survival/Fighting Knives.14.00 

Switchblade: The Ace of Blades.10.00 


SELF-DEFENSE 

Commando Fighting Techniques.$ 12.00 

The Death Dealer’s Manual.12.00 

Principles of Personal Defense. 8.00 

Get Tough.18.95 

No Second Chance! Disarming 

the Armed Assailant.14.00 

Save Your Hide! Tools for Self-Defense.10.00 

Fight for Your Life! The Secrets of 

Street Fighting.10.00 

101 Sucker Punches.10.00 

Pool Cues, Beer Bottles, and Baseball Bats.12.00 


Special Forces Operational Techniques.17.95 


SURVIVAL 

Never Say Die: The Canadian Air Force 

Survival Manual.$ 10.00 

Survivalist’s Medicine Chest.10.00 

Aircrew Survival.14.00 

Ragnar’s Ten Best Traps.10.00 

Survival: A Manual That Could Save Your Life.16.00 

The Trapper’s Bible: Traps, Snares, and Pathguards 8.00 

Live Off the Land in the City and Country.24.95 

Combat Survival.18.95 

The Good Booze Recipe and Cookbook. 7.00 

Life After Doomsday.24.95 

The Survival Retreat: A Total 

Plan for Retreat Defense. 8.00 


SNIPING 

The German Sniper: 1914-1945.$ 60.00 

Counter Sniper Guide. 6.00 

The Australian Guerrilla: Sniping. 8.00 

U.S. Army Sniper Training Manual.19.95 

U.S. Marine Corps Sniping.14.95 


/A paladin PRESS 
IIS* P.O. Box 1307-1FS 
2? Boulder, CO 80306 

Please Send Ml The Following Titles: 


GUERRILLA WARFARE 


150 Questions for a Guerrilla. 

Ambush and Counter Ambush... 

Total Resistance. 

Handbook for Volunteers of the 
Irish Republican Army. 


POLICE SCIENCE 

SWAT Training and Employment.$ 14.00 

The Fingerprint Identification System.10.00 

D.E.A. Narcotics Investigator’s Manual.50.00 

Crime Scene Search and Physical 

Evidence Handbook.16.00 

The S.W.A.T. Team Manual.12.00 

S.W.A.T. Tactics.12.00 

Mug Shots.16.00 

Deep Cover: Police Intelligence Operations.14.00 

FBI Wound Ballistic Evaluation. 8.00 
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Kill or Get Killed.29.95 

Riot Control: Materiel and Techniques.24.95 

Hot Cars! An Inside Look at the 

Auto Theft Industry.14.00 

Get ’Em Out Alive: Hostage Negotiation Teams.10.00 

Never Say Lie: How to Beat the Machines. 

the Interviews, the Chemical Tests.19.95 
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1-800-392-2400 

Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, from 
any slate but Alaska. Send $1.00 for 50-pa^e 
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The compact, lightweight design, accuracy and high controllability 
of the Taurus 5-shot model 85 series make it one of the most popular 
home protection firearms in the world. Now available in a new con¬ 
cealed hammer version. 

To experience the affordable peace-of-mind that only Taurus can 
offer, visit your local stocking gun shop. 


International Standards of 
Craftsmanship and Reliability 

Taurus International 
16175 N. W. 49th Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33014 


MIL-TIME, 


THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 


THE AMERICAN SERIES 


PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH 
DATE DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS 
AND HOUR INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND 
WATER RESISTANT • STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH 
RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS CRYSTAL • WATER RESISTANT 
LEATHER BAND • BI-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL 
LONGLIFE BATTERY • LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY 

ACCURATE“RUGGED-HANDSOME 

MODELS AVAILABLE: MARINE CORPS(SHOWN) 

NAVY, AIR FORCE, 82 ND AIRBORNE, 101ST 
AIRBORNE, 1ST CAVALRY, 7TH INFANTRY 
SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS 


VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 

1-800-328-3227 

INCA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 

456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO, CA. 94066 

ALL ORDERS ADD $3.50(CAN.$7.00)S/H 
CA. ADD $5.07 TAX 

NO EXTRA S/H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 



SPECIAL OFFER 

$ 69.95 


plaints of dizziness or weakness in 
high heat conditions are a warning sign 
of heat syncope (normal body temper¬ 
ature, but borderline for heat exhaus¬ 
tion) and actual heat exhaustion (tem¬ 
perature higher than normal, but below 
104 degrees). These are the mildest 
forms of heat injury, but they shouldn’t 
be ignored. Nausea, vomiting and 
fainting may also occur. 

Anyone suffering these symptoms 
should lie down, preferably in a shaded 
or cool spot. The feet should be 
elevated as in treating for shock, and 
fluid intake should be increased. Salt 
intake may need to be increased, 
particularly if muscle cramps are a 
problem. Athletic electrolyte mixes 
containing potassium salts and military 
oral hydration packets are especially 
helpful. 

Take note of your urine color: dark 
yellow or orange may indicate dehy¬ 
dration. And if you wake up in the 
morning without needing to urinate, 
you probably need to drink more water. 
Anytime urinary output is below normal 
in a hot environment, physical activity 
should be reduced. 

Heatstroke: The Killer 

Medics carefully monitor the 
temperature of a person suffering from 
heat exhaustion. Any temperature 
above 104 indicates heatstroke, which 
can kill or cause permanent brain 
damage, kidney and liver failure and 
other problems. 

The victim’s pulse is usually rapid 
and thready, and confused behavior, 
convulsions and unconsciousness 
may occur. Hot, dry skin is not 
necessarily present with heatstroke 
despite common belief. Anyone who 
has previously suffered a heat injury is 
at greater risk for heatstroke. 

Active cooling, preferably immersion 
in cool (but not ice) water is needed. If 
this isn’t possible, use water-soaked 
towels or cloths to cool the victim’s 
skin. Clothing should be removed or 
loosened to increase air circulation. 
Victims may complain of headaches, 
but don’t administer aspirin. Treat for 
shock and evacuate as soon as 
possible. 

The greatest risk of heatstroke is 
usually during the first week of 
deployment to a hot climate. After this 
acclimatization period, bodies adjust 
and one sweats easier. “Rationing” 
water does not hasten this adjustment. 
Hard training prior to deployment 
can help. 

A distance runner, training for the 
Badwater 146 in California, trained in 
extra clothes to get used to running 
while hot. But this sort of training still 
won’t prepare you for that first breath of 
superheated desert air when you step 
out of a C-130. Keep filling your 
canteens, and take it easy at first.^ 
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I WAS THERE — 

by James M. Massey as told to George T. Williams 


Leyte Luck 


IN my 30 years of service in the U.S. 
Army, I only volunteered once! That 
was in February 1943 when I found 
myself accepted by Major Edward H. 
Lahti as a prospective paratrooper in 
the then-forming 511th Parachute In¬ 
fantry Regiment at Toccoa, Georgia. 
Upon passing the initial “Currahee 
Run,” I was accepted, and was lucky 
enough to be assigned to the 2nd 
squad of the 2nd platoon of 
Company G. 


Our training in Company G was 
outstanding, though at the time we 
thought it was torture. Captain Jim 
Lorio and 2nd Lieutenant “Buzz” Miley 
were my officers, and it was years 
before I realized just how fortunate I 
was to have them. These officers and 
our NCOs were totally dedicated to 
making us the best-trained soldiers in 
the Army. 

After we finished individual arms 
training, we were appointed to crew- 
served weapon teams. I became first- 
gunner of the M1919A4 LMG (the. 
belt-fed, .30 caliber Browning light 
machine gun). My range qualification 
score won me the first-gunner position 
as well as promotion to private first 
class. 

What an honor in those early years. 
After 48 years, my shoulders are still 
square from carrying that sucker. The 
teamwork stressed in our machine-gun 
training in my early years was so 
thorough that it carried me through 


World War II, Korea, and two tours in 
Vietnam. 

How proper training with the great¬ 
est weapon in the U.S. arsenal contrib¬ 
uted to my survival was perhaps best 
illustrated by Company G’s first bap¬ 
tism of fire. This occurred early 
on our mission at Leyte, in the 
Philippines. 

We had received word of a Japa¬ 
nese mountain-top supply trail. Our 
mission was to seize the top of the 


mountain, destroy any Japanese 
forces found, and permanently disrupt 
the trail, which was supplying enemy 
forces the length of the island. While 
working our way up the mountain, we 
were ambushed by a sizable enemy 
force. 

Lloyd Frantz, Bob Perkins and I 
made up the LMG crew. We were 
moving along a small, high-banked 
stream when the ambush erupted. 
Japanese rounds were hitting every¬ 
where around us, with some of our 
comrades taking serious wounds. 
Caught in a stream bed, we tried to 
escape up the muddy banks with the 
others. Bullets were zipping by our 
ears and throwing mud all around. 

As other members of the squad 
made their way to safety, the sides of 
the stream became more and more 
slippery. Bob Perkins was being pulled 
from above by Lloyd, and was nearly to 
safety with me pushing from below. 
Then he was nailed hard in the hip by a 


bullet which passed through my hand, 
removing the web of my hand between 
the first finger and thumb. 

Sliding back down to the stream bed 
while still trying to scramble up, I found 
myself alone with my LMG (without the 
tripod). When I looked up, there were 
far too many Japanese creeping for¬ 
ward, and way too many of them 
shooting at me. With nowhere to go, I 
wrapped my folded poncho around the 
barrel jacket and started firing — first 
come, first served. 

My target selection rapidly changed 
when I saw two Japanese crews with 
"woodpeckers" (a 7.7mm Type 92 
Hotchkiss-type machine gun with a 
slow rate of fire that gave it a peculiar 
firing signature — hence the name 
“woodpecker") moving into firing posi¬ 
tion. I had just dispatched the two guns 
when one more moved into view. Two 
short bursts were all that I needed to 
take it out. 

By this time, I was able to judge that 
from the way the bullets were striking 
all around, the Japanese doing the 
shooting had to be above me. I fired 
blindly into the trees to my front. I seem 
to remember 12 or 14 bodies and 
weapons falling from the trees, landing 
hard on the ground in front of me. I got 
credit for three Japanese LMGs and 21 
soldiers with my M1919A4. 

It seemed like an eternity between 
the first shot and my eventually running 
out of ammo. After gently placing the 
empty gun in the water of the stream, I 
brought my carbine into play. I heard 
Buzz Miley shout, “Hold on Rebel, 
we’re moving up!" It was the first time 
in the action I’d had time to think, and 
now true fear took over. The attack 
was fought off as the company moved 
up, and the action ceased as quickly as 
it had begun. 

I was awarded the Silver Star by 
General Douglas MacArthur. Then, as 
now, I felt it was more a citation 
honoring the officers and NCOs of 
Company G who had trained us so 
well. I would like to add that for the rest 
of the war, and into Korea and Viet¬ 
nam, the training and trust in the 
M1919A4 and its replacements, the 
M1919A6 and M60, was always like a 
magnet to me. When the action 
started, regardless of my rank or posi¬ 
tion, something always drew me to the 
LMG ... and its security 
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AS SEEN ON Q2 

SAVE GAS! CUT ENGINE WEAR IN HALF! 


Slick 50, the space-age miracle engine 
treatment applauded by Consumer’s Digest 
magazine, prestigious independent 
laboratories throughout the world, and over 
15-million satisfied automobile, truck, RV, 
boat, and heavy equipment users, is now 
available to you. 

One treatment with Slick 50 can cut your 
engine wear in half and make your engine run 
smoother, quieter, faster, and cooler than ever 
before. Slick 50 makes an unmistakable 
difference you can hear and feel in both newer 
and older cars. 

_ The Secret Is PTFE _ 

PTFE is an abbreviation for polytetrafluoroethyfene. 

The Guinness Book of World Records calls PTFE the 
slipperiest solid substance known to man-the 
equivalent of wet ice on wet ice. The Space Shuttle 
Columbia uses PTFE in its gears and bearings because 
it’s the only chemical lubricant that can withstand the 
heat and corrosive elements of space. It won’t rust, is 
immune to acids and alkalines, and the more pressure 
it's under, the more slippery it becomes. 

Slick 50’s unique actuated formulation bonds these 
powerful PTFE resins to the mechanical surfaces of all 
internal combustion gasoline and diesel engines, 
creating a strong, protective coating that can 
dramatically reduce friction and wear. 

7 Ways Slick 50 Can Save You 
Money and Increase Reliability 



INCREASE POWER 
■ IMPROVE PERFORMANCE 

■ SAVE THOUSANDS OF $$$ ON REPAIR 
BILLS, MAINTENANCE & OVERHAULS 

■ The premiere EPA-recognized engine and 
lubricant testing lab in the U.S. conducted a strictly- 
controlled experiment using industry standard ASTM 
procedures. They found that a Slick 50-treated engine 
showed 50% less engine wear than an untreated 
engine and fuel consumption was reduced. To our 
knowledge, it is the only product of its kind to pass the 
punishing wear reduction tests conducted by an EPA- 
approved lab using nationally accepted ASTM standard 
procedures. 

■ The Automotive Services Council for 
Pennsylvania torture-tested Slick 50 and televised the 
astounding results on WTVE. Three cars, with 75,000 to 
129,000 miles on their odometers, were treated with 
Slick 50. Six months later, the oil was drained from each 
vehicle, and the cars were driven, without the oil plugs, 
for about a half hour. The water temperature never rose, 
and the engines sustained no apparent damage. 

_ Testimonials _ 

■ Increased Power Wins Races 

Dirt track champion, winner of over 40 modified stock 
car feature racing events and recent winner of 11 races in 
15 starts, says: "We’ve tested lots of products and found 
Slick 50 to be the best there is. It allows us to push the 
car to the limit and not be worried about hurting the 
motor” 

Andy Belmont, NASCAR “Rookie of the Year" 
National Champion NASCAR 
Charlotte/Daytona Dash Series 


Although individual results may vary, tests have shown 
that Slick 50 effectively: 

1. Reduces gas consumption. 

2. Prolongs battery life by decreasing drag on starter, 
resulting in less amperage being required for start¬ 
up. (Makes cold weather starts faster and easier.) 

3. Helps extend the life of internal metal, mechanical 
engine parts. 

4. Lowers peak engine operating temperatures, helping 
to prevent overheating and oil breakdown even under 
the most demanding conditions. 

5. Increases horsepower and compression (especially 
important for small economy cars and large RVs). 

6 Lowers maintenance costs, reduces repairs, and 
minimizes or eliminates costly overhauls. 

7. Makes an automobile last longer and keeps its resale 
value high. 

How to Conquer Your 
Engine’s #1 Enemy— 
Lubrication Starvation 

Slick 50 is a metal treatment that bonds actuated PTFE 
to ail mechanical moving engine parts, creating a 
strong, durable, lasting, dry-film protective coating that 
provides full-time lubrication even when there is 
insufficient oil on the parts tike at start-up and when 
engine heat has broken down the oil. Instead of metal 
rubbing against metal, PTFE glides against PTFE, 
reducing friction and wear. It is this unique ability of 
Slick 50 to dramatically reduce friction that's 
responsible for its cutting engine wear by 50% or more. 

Most Often Asked 
Questions About Slick 50 

How is Slick 50 applied? 

Slick 50 is easy to use. At your next oil and filter change, 
simply substitute one quart of Slick 50 for one quart of 
new oil being added Drive the car for 30 minutes, and 
leave Slick 50 in the crankcase. As the engine operates, 
the oil will carry Slick 50 throughout the engine where it 
bonds to the porous metal su daces. 

Does it have to be used with every oil change? 

Certainly not. One treatment with Slick 50 provides anti¬ 
wear protection for more than 50,000 miles. It remains 
bonded to the engine parts no matter how many times 
the oil is changed. 


Does Slick 50 have any affect 
on automobile warranties? 

No. The use of Slick50 does not in any way affect a car’s 
warranty. Petrolon, the manufacturers of Slick 50, has 
letters on file from automobile and engine 
manufacturers to document that fact. Slick 50 carrier oil 
meets or exceeds all specifications that Detroit applies 
to products added to an engine. New engines need at 
least a 3- to 4-thousand mile burnishing-in period. Slick 
50 should not be added until the first oil change. 

Internationally-Recognized 
Labs Unanimously Agree 
on Slick 50 Benefits 

■ Consumer’s Digest Magazine in the March/April 
1982 issue, stated: “We were somewhat skeptical at 
first, but it turns out that Slick 50 does exactly what 
Petrolon, the manufacturer, claims it does. In fact, 


■ Increased Gas Mileage by 20% 

■ Fewer Repairs & No Major Breakdowns 
In 200,000-Mlle-Plus Fleet Vehicles 

“Our newspaper has a fleet of 65 vehicles that have been 
completely treated with Slick 50 products, including 
engines, automatic or manual transmissions and 
differential drive gear boxes. Asa result of the treatment, 
gasoline mileage increased by 20%, and engine break¬ 
down decreased tremendously” 

■ Eliminated Repairs on Police Cars 

■ Fuel Savings 

“Thank you for the cost-effective, budget-saving benefits 
of Slick 50 engine treatment. I bought the product about 
four years ago for treating our city police cars. Since that 
time, we are happy to say, all car engines have been vir¬ 
tually trouble free. They haven’t needed any repairs at all. 
Also our fuel savings have been noticeable.” 

Money-Back Guarantee 


the more we looked, the more facts stacked up on 
the product’s side. The substance does, in fact, 
suspend the oil and will adhere to engine parts. The 
process by which this is accomplished is a closely- 
guarded secret... Slick 50 does reduce engine heat 
and ordinary wear, and our informal tests indicate 
that it will improve gas mileage by about 2 or 3 miles 


Now your car can run better, faster, quieter, smoother, 
and last longer than ever before. And you could easily 
save thousands of dollars in gasoline, maintenance, 
and repair bills. Find out for yourself why over 15-million 
people are excited about Slick 50. We’re so sure you’ll 
be excited too, that we offer a 100% money-back 
guarantee. Call or write today. 


per gallon.” 

■ TUV, the West German 


_ 100% Money-Back Guarantee Order Form _ 

I y QC I want to extend the life of my engine, improve 
Tco, performance, and save money. Hush me risk free: 


n 


equivalent of our Underwriter’s I 
Laboratories and foremost | 
automotive testing authority in 
Europe, found substantial I 
increases in both gas mileage and I 
horsepower resulting from a 
reduction in friction. 


_One quart of Slick 50 at $29.95 plus $3.95 shipping & handling. 

_Two quarts of Slick 50 at $59.90. Free shipping. 

Enclosed is my: □ Check □ Money order □ Visa □ MasterCard 
Please make your check or money order payable to SLICK 50. 
California residents add $2.02 per quart sales tax. 

Card #_Expiration Date_ 


I 

I 

I 


■ Nordisk Motor Test Center, 
Sweden’s most advanced 
motor-testing facility, reported a 
10% to 17% decrease in fuel 
consumption and attributes to 
Slick 50, H better sealed engines, 
performance increases and 
cleaner exhaust.” 


Name (please print)_ 

Address (FOR UPS DELIVERY)_ 


City_State_Zip_ 

SLICK 50 - Dept. 21 

12015 Sherman Road For Immediate Delivery 


North Hollywood, CA 91605 


Call 1-818-765-8538 


© 1991 Melvin Powers 
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TIGERS 
IN PARADISE 

Short-Lived Cease-Fire 
in Bioodsoaked Sri Lanka 

by Frank Noble 


O N New Year’s Eve 1990, the Libera¬ 
tion Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
began a unilateral cease-fire, suspending 
six months of renewed fighting between 
the separatist movement and security 
forces in Sri Lanka. 

Only days earlier I had been in the north 
of the country observing how the govern¬ 
ment was responding to guerrilla activi¬ 
ties. I discovered that the LTTE held sway 
in much of the northern and eastern 
provinces while the army, employed in a 
defensive role, protected certain districts 
from terrorist attacks and prevented the 
LTTE from occupying other areas. 

The army’s task in these areas is both 
difficult and unenviable. All of the smaller 
outposts, as well as individual positions on 
the outskirts of larger cantonments, were 
potential targets. Significantly, the guerril¬ 
las were quietly encircling military bases 
throughout the operational areas. 

The army acknowledges that in jungle 
fighting or when besieging an outpost, the 
Tigers are a formidable foe. However, in 
conventional warfare, it appears that gov¬ 
ernment forces have the edge over the 
guerrillas. 

“They cannot hold ground” is an 
opinion about the LTTE that I was to hear 
echoed time and again. But, the army, 
suffering from acute manpower and equip¬ 
ment shortages, can no longer afford to 
sacrifice limited resources in protracted 
engagements. It has fought itself to a 
virtual standstill. 

This became clear during my tour of 
lonely outposts in Sri Lanka’s embattled 
north. At Palaly, Lieutenant Colonel Pal- 
itha Fernando, in charge of personnel and 
administration (Gl) of 21 Brigade, thor¬ 
oughly briefed me on the local situation. 
He then explained how the base area had 
been expanded and consolidated after five 
days of fighting in October. 

Currently, the army was in control of 25 
square kilometers that included the harbor 


TWO DECADES OF WAR 


For almost two decades the lovely 
island of Sri Lanka has been torn apart by 
a bloody civil war between the majority 
Sinhalese and the militant minority Tamil 
population. 

The majority of Sri Lanka’s 16 million 
people are Buddhist. Sinhalese (74%), 
with Hindu Tamils making up approxi¬ 
mately 18% of the population. The rest 
are a mixture of de¬ 
scendants of various 
colonists and a few of 
the original inhabitants, 
the Veddahs. 

Roughly two-thirds 
of the Tamils are so- 
called Ceylon Tamils, 
who originally came 
from southern India 
and have lived in Sri 
Lanka for many centu¬ 
ries. The others are In¬ 
dian Tamils, whose an¬ 
cestors were brought 
from India in the late 
19th century to work 
the tea and rubber 
plantations. Ceylon 
Tamils live mainly in the 
north and east of the 
island. The Indian 
Tamils tend to live in the center of the 
island near the tea estates. 

In 1972 the two major Ceylon Tamil 
political parties joined forces to work for 
Tamil interests. They promoted the use 
of Tamil as an official language, tried to 
resolve specific Tamil grievances such 
as discrimination in public employment, 
ownership of land and inequality of ac¬ 
cess to higher education. ; v .;: 

The Tamil United Front (TUF), as the 
group was called, eventually called for 
the establishment of a separate Tamil 
State called Tamil Eelam in the northern 
and eastern provinces of the island. The 
TUF party later changed its name to the 
Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF). 

Also starting in the early 1970s, a 


small group of militant Tamils calling 
themselves the Tamil Tigers turned to 
terrorism to achieve their goals, mur¬ 
dering policeman, politicians and 
civilians. 

In 1978 the constitution retained Sin- 
hala as the official language, but made 
Tamil a national language and recog¬ 
nized the rights of minorities. In 1979 the 
government passed a 
strict antiterrorism bill 
which rejected Tamil 
claims to a separate 
state, but maintained a 
dialogue with TULF 
leaders. 

Tension between the 
Tamil minority and the 
Sinhalese majority con¬ 
tinued to build. In July 
1983 there were nation¬ 
wide anti-Tamil riots and 
in 1987 President Jaye- 
wardene and Prime Min¬ 
ister Gandhi of India 
signed an accord calling 
for the disarmament of 
Tamil militants. The ac¬ 
cord also cailed for an 
amnesty for Tamil guer¬ 
rillas, Tamil and English 
to share official status with Sinhala, 
greater political autonomy for Tamil- 
dominated areas, the closure of Tamil 
bases in India and an Indian peacekeep¬ 
ing force to guarantee the accord. 

Unfortunately the accord was not suc¬ 
cessful at stopping the violence. Indian 
“peacekeeping” troops found them¬ 
selves both fighting Tamils in the north 
and being accused of turning their heads 
at Tamil atrocities. In the south, extremist 
Sinhalese nationalists started terrorist 
acts of their own. 

Since that time many cease-fires have 
been made and broken, but Sri Lanka’s 
-“little war” continues to kill thousands of 
innocent people. 

Mi S, Max 


Kankasanturi 
Vavuniya 



Shaded areas in north and 
east are claimed by Tamil 
separatists. 
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facilities at Kankasanturi and the ap¬ 
proaches to Palaly airfield. The area was 
ringed with defense works consisting of 
bunkers situated at intervals along a flimsy 
barricade of wood and sheets of corrugated 
tin. The safety of the base relied on this, 
and on army patrols conducted up to 100 
meters from the perimeter, beyond which 
was LTTE territory. 

Funny, They Didn’t Look Jewish 

Lieutenant Colonel Fernando followed 
his briefing with a tour of the LTTE’s old 
defenses. During a 14-month cease-fire 
that ended in June, the Tigers had built an 
impressive network of connecting trenches 
and tunnels. 

Within the present boundary, at 
Vayavilan, a former school was 
transformed into a massive bunker. In the 
main building, underground quarters were 
built below the ground floor, reinforced 
with earth and concrete blast walls. 


SLA troops undergo mortar training at 
Palaly. 

Notwithstanding the fact that the defenses 
faced one direction only — a vital error 
that left three sides open to attack — it was 
an impressive feat of military engineering. 

“Where did the LTTE acquire such 
skills?” I asked. 

“I believe there is a similar defense 
system on the West Bank,” an officer 
commented. ^ 

“Israelis?” I asked. The officer raised 
his eyebrows questioningly, but said no 
more. 

That very day, the newspapers claimed 
that foreigners were operating with the 
guerrillas. What did my hosts think about 
the allegations? Some felt that 
mercenaries, or even Mossad, might be 
assisting the Tigers. Lt. Col. Fernando, 
however, had doubts. “There is a rumor 
that there are white-skinned people 
advising and fighting with the LTTE, but 
we have not seen any,” was all that he 
would say. 

In the afternoon, Lt. Col. Fernando 
provided a liaison officer to show me 
around. Major Deepal Subasinghe, 
second-in-command of 4th Battalion, the 
Gajaba Regiment, seemed genuinely 
delighted at the prospect. I immediately 
took to the fellow. 

He was cheerful and, it transpired, 
unafraid of taking risks. Perhaps that was 


why Lt. Col. Fernando called to me as we 
were leaving his office. “You know the 
limitations; keep within the boundary.” 

Deepal, who showed me more in two 
hours than I was to see in the whole rest of 
my time in Sri Lanka, encouraged me to 
photograph everyone and everything 
around Palaly. 

Early in the tour, he stopped our jeep 
alongside part of the cantonment defenses 
and was leading me toward a bunker when 
there was a loud “crack!” as a round 


SLA troops with Soviet-built armored car 
known locally as a Yaka. 

passed directly overhead. The LTTE, 
positioned in ruins several hundred meters 
away, were engaging troops holding 
another ruin about 50 meters outside the 
barricade. 

“Keep within the boundary,” I’d been 
told. Well, surely it would be all right to 
venture just a short distance beyond. When 
I asked Deepal, he sought the opinion of a 
soldier standing beside a .50 cal. 
Browning. The man thought that we would 


be taking a chance. The major was clearly 
disappointed. So was I. There followed 
another conversation in Sinhalese which 
ended with Deepal grinning broadly. 

“OK,” he said, “he will shoot for us. 
Then, we run.” 

We squeezed through a gap in the fence, 
only to be confronted with a wired 
entanglement. Deepal called for directions 
to the gunner. The response was a 
deafening burst of fire as the .50 cal. began 
pumping rounds toward the LTTE. We had 
no choice but to gingerly tip-toe across the 
wire and then sprint for the ruin. Inside, the 
noise was terrific. The empty rooms 
amplified, not just the din from the 
Browning, but also that of AKs being fired 
from inside the building. 

I quickly photographed the scene: A 
sniper fired from a broken window, and 


Continued on page 75 


Tamil, married to a Sinhalese, serves as a 
village militiaman. 


SLA soldier sites his Bren in Vavuniya 
bunker. 
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LJMBING oul ofbiii diverge Bucgfc 
'%-^neer pilot never even saw the effect of 
fi'is cluster'bom^s, on the target. -We did, 
though. from the security of our-£asspir 
armored-vehicle about a kilometer a\vay 
from the targeted hilltop bunkers and 
trenches. The trenches were enveloped in 
smoke, flame, and dust as-sevejal cluster 
bomb unit? (CBUs) exploded directly 
.overhead. 

Closely following the bombs, safvoSof 
■ri55mm high-explosive (BE) rounds fired 
jn- battery from -&-(>* self-propelted gun/ 
hoy/itzers 35km* away impacted on the 
same hilltop, further devastating^thc 
enemy sttongpoiijt,. 

A squadron of Qlifanflanks stormed 
into the'po^hion, 105mm main guns and 
■ machine guns biazirjg. Clofce behind them 
a company^ of Rate!-mounted infqMfy, * 
firing 20mm cannons, more machine guns 


amTrifl&s completed the assault,-as sup^ acted in company, battalion, and brigade 

porting artillery fire shifted- to destroy staff &nd command, positions during train- 

fleeing survivors” and prevent counter ing in the many skills- needed to conduct 
attack. “^operations in different aspects of war. The 

Within 20 minntes -oT the'-initial advanpe, attack (day and night), defense, 
airstrip friendly forces occupied The ^withdrawal, river crossing and bridging, 

Lin --^ many otjher operations whose mastery 

is essential to professional officers, were 
^ practiced repeatedly under realistic condi- 
friendly forces would push deeper than -turns. W*3> troops drawn from SoWh 
30km into enemy-heldterrilory. African Defence Forces (SADF) infantry^ 

A three-week exercise involving hun- armor and unifs. 


.tacucally vital hill. Phase one of a corg-T 
bined-arms (fnfanlry, armor and artiller^) 
advance was completedt That day alone. 


Froiit Row Seat With IAI 


dreds jaf- troops *and scores t)1 
fighting.vehicles"concluded with the Spec¬ 
tacular events of The attack and advance As a member of a/tour group organised 

described above. This exercise was die by the International Armor Instifute (TAf), 

culmination of the •battieJiandling phase I was fortunate to ly^tray^llng with the 

of-a course for company- and fieldrgrade exercise cjmitnaud group during the 

dramatic clnMx to thq six-month qou^e. 
gpnducted ;al' a. vast^lraining facility id 
io^we^lfcCape Province known r ag 
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officers^ffom 'qll branches of the South 
African army. 

As -students on the course they *also 
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vehicles (ARVs) — built on tank chassis 
— run on tracks. 

The overall economic benefits of 
wheeled combat vehicles have made them 
very attractive to Third World countries 
looking to build their ground forces on a 
tight budget. I saw a few innovations that 
even the United States should be 
evaluating. 

Sojne recently developed products 
include: 

v; -: 


meter trench crossing, 1-meter step, can 
ford 1.5-meter-deep water. Equipped with 
run-flat tires, it can operate even with two 
flats on the same side. 

Night vision devices: Both infrared and 
passive. 

Defensive measures: Protected against 
23mm on turret and front of hull. Smoke- 
grenade launchers and exhaust smoke 
system provide efficient screening. Low 
profile and high maneuverability. 



Rooikat Armored Car 


Olifant Mk IB Main Battle Tank 


Lohatlha Battle School, the exercise 
simulated combat conditions experienced 
by SADF units during many battles in 
Angola against Cubans and Angolan 
soldiers. 

The training staff at Lohatlha are 
veterans of those battles, so their lessons 
are current and extremely relevant. 
Further, because the terrain at the school is 
very similar to that found throughout 
southern Angola, Namibia, or near the 
Zimbabwean border — all regions where 
conventional battles could occur — 
problems encountered and solved at 
Lohatlha would be more easily overcome 
on a real battlefield. 

Complementing the superb training 
given at all levels to members of the SADF 
is the excellence of their equipment. One 
effect of the international arms embargo, 
in place against South Africa since 1977, 
has been the necessity for local 
development and production of everything 
from bullets to tanks and artillery. That 
development has resulted in some of the 
best weapons in use in the world today. 

The G-6 155mm self-propelled gun 
(SPG), for instance, is acknowledged by 
most experts to be the best gun in its class, 
capable of hitting targets 40km away with 
a 103-pound HE shell. A new armored car, 
called the Rooikat, is also state-of-the-art. 
It mounts a high-velocity, gyro-stabilized 
76mm gun, travels 70 mph on roads, 40 
mph cross-country, and can climb 7% 
grades. 

The South African Vhlkyrie multiple 
rocket launch system (MRLS), and the 
rocket-propelled, mine-field clearing 
system (called Plofadder, which translates 
roughly as “explosive snake”) are at least 
as good as anything developed by the 
United States. South African factories are 
now producing ships, tanks and 
helicopters, as well. So much for 
sanctions. 

Local military requirements, technical 
expertise and manufacturing ingenuity 
have created a whole range of combat 
vehicles unique for their use of wheels 
rather than the tracks common to most 
Western and Soviet equivalents. Immense 
areas of southern Africa have no roads at 
all, or at best, rough dirt trails. Semi-desert 
vegetation and sandy soil are most 
common. In this environment, wheels, 
even on 45-ton vehicles, have many 
advantages over tracks. 

Maintenance time has been reduced by 
half, as has construction costs for the 
vehicles themselves. Fuel consumption is 
about 40% of that for tracked vehicles, and 
similar performance can be obtained with 
half the power, reducing the weight and 
size of the engines and transmissions. 

Wheeled vehicles can travel much 
further than tracked ones, which need to be 
carried on transporters or railway cars for 
long-distance moves. These factors have 
led the SADF to opt for wheels whenever 
possible, so that now only their main battle 
tanks (MBTs) and armored recovery 


A wheeled 8x8 intended to replace 
dated Eland-90 armored cars in the 
armored reconnaissance role, the Rooikat 
is especially impressive. Fast, 
maneuverable, and built with crew 
comfort in mind, it is designed specifically 
for local conditions, with particular regard 
to African terrain and a Soviet-equipped 
enemy. It first entered service in 1989. 

Speed: 120 kph on road; 60 kph cross¬ 
country. 

Armament: 76mm high-velocity gun, 
stabilized for firing on the move, with 48 
rounds carried on board. Export versions 
could be fitted with 105mm gun. Two 
7.62mm machine guns, one coaxial and 
one for the vehicle commander. 

Weight: 28 tons. 

Crew: Four — commander, driver, 
gunner, loader. 

Obstacle crossing: 70% gradient, 2- 


The Olifant Mk 1A and IB are both 
“modifications” of the 1950s model 
British Centurion tank. Whereas the Mk 
1A resembles its parent, the IB has 
nothing left of the original except its hull 
and road wheels. Even the hull has been 
upgraded with additional armor including 
a double floor which houses the 
suspension and also protects against 
mines. 

Built to defeat the Soviet T-62 and T-72 
tanks in use by potential enemies in 
southern Africa, it incorporates up-to-date 
fire control systems with a powerful diesel 
engine, automatic transmission and high- 
tech armor. Squadrons began training with 
the tank in early 1991. Many 
specifications on the Mk IB are still 
classified. 

Speed: 65 kph cross-country. 

Range: 400km road; 350km cross- 
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN DEFENCE FORCE 


Consisting of the army, airforce, navy 
and South African Medical Service, the 
South African Defence Force (SADF) 
has an overall commander appointed 
from one of the services. 

As Chief of the SADF, he is accounta¬ 
ble to the minister of defense, and is 
responsible primarily for national defense 
against hostile outside forces. His secon¬ 
dary responsibilities include preventing 
terrorism, maintaining internal order and 
preserving the essential functions of the 
country as directed by the government. 
Some 47% of the SADF consists of the 
Citizen’s Force, made up of draftees who 
serve an initial one year active duty, 
including training, and then are obligated 
for up to 720 days spread out over 12 
years. 

Commando force units and the career 
soldiers of the Permanent Force make up 
the rest of the SADF. Only white males 
are liable for compulsory service, but 
there are thousands of non-white and 
female volunteers. Each arm of the 
service has its own training schools and a 
college. 

SADF roots go back to the early 
commando and citizens’ defense groups 
which protected the Cape from 1650 on, 
throughout Dutch and British rule. South 
Africa was unified in 1910 and the Union 
Defence Force was created by the De¬ 
fence Act of 1912 under General J.C. 
Smuts. 

World War I saw the Union Defence 
Force’s first action, with 254,666 men 
involved (56% white, 10% colored, 34% 
black), of whom 12,354 were killed in 
action fighting on the side of the Allies in 


East Africa, Palestine and France. The 
South African air force was founded in 
1920, after the war, and the navy in 1922. 

South Africa, again fighting on the side 
of the Allies, entered World War It in 
1939. Some 334,324 sailors, troops and 
pilots went to fight in North Africa, Abyss¬ 
inia (Ethiopia), and Madagascar, and 
conducted convoy duties and mine clear¬ 
ing operations in the Mediterranean. 

South African airmen also assisted in 
the "Warsaw Concerto,” dropping relief 
supplies to that beleaguered Polish city. 
There were 12,046 South Africans killed 
in World War II. The Berlin airlift and the 
Korean War also benefited from South 
African involvement, with 20 crews fiying 
1,240 sorties to Berlin, and 826 air force 
personnel in Korea, of whom 44 were 
killed. 

In 1958, the Union Defence Force 
became the SADF and in 1961 South 
Africa became a republic. Throughout 
the 1970s, the SADF modernized and 
organized to defend against potential 
threats from Cubans and communists in 
Angola, and African National Congress 
(ANC) terrorists in Marxist Mozambique. 

Today, external political situations 
have changed and immediate external 
dangers for South Africa have perhaps 
diminished. Some reductions in the 
SADF have occurred, and more are 
planned, including the closure of three 
navy bases, elimination of a squadron of 
Mirage F-1 aircraft, and large cuts in 
army strength. The military remains 
strong enough, however, to ensure its 
success as the guardian of the nation. 

— R Mac. 


country. 

Armament: 105mm L7 gun with 
stabilized fire control. Two 7.62mm 
machine guns, coaxial and commander. 

CreW: Four — commander, driver, 
gunner, loader. 

Weight: 59 tons. 

Height: 9 feet, 8 inches (approx.). 

Night vision devices: Infrared and 
passive. (Photo: courtesy Amiscor.) 



lialel Infantry Combat Vehicle 


Another example of South African 
ingenuity, it was introduced in 1976 and 
was thus the first wheeled infantry combat 
vehicle (ICV) to enter service anywhere. 

The Ratel and its variants comprise a 
family of wheeled 6x6 vehicles that fulfill 
most operational functions required of a 
mechanized infantry unit’s transport. ICVs 
have either a turret-mounted 20mm 
cannon or 60mm breech-loading mortar. 
There are command models, ambulances, 
logistic vehicles, and 81mm mortar 
carriers, while antitank versions have a 
90mm gun or the newly developed 
“Batteleur’' missile launcher. 

All variants have the same chassis, 
engine, transmission and many other parts, 
which obviously reduces problems with 
spares, and also ensures that performance 
is standardized. ICVs, for instance, can not 
outrun their logistic and other support 
vehicles, and all can keep up with tanks 
under most battlefield conditions. 

Crew: Three plus nine infantrymen. 

Armament: 20mm cannon or 60mm 
breech-loaded mortar. Two or three 
7.62mm machine guns. 

Speed: 105 kph road; 40 kph cross¬ 
country. 



Range: 1,000km road; 600km cross¬ 
country. 

Weight: 18.5 tons combat-loaded. 
Height: 7 feet, 6 inches. 


Obstacle crossing: 27% gradient, 1.15- 
meter trench, 0.6-meter step. 

G-5 155mm Towed Gun/Howitzer 

The G-5 was developed from combat 
experience in Angola where in 1975 
SADF artillerymen found themselves out¬ 
gunned by Soviet 130mm M-46 and 
122mm D-30 guns. A combination of 
high-tech manufacturing techniques, 
superb design and base-bleed ammunition 
make this the best of its class in the world. 

A particularly useful innovation is the 
addition of a built-in diesel motor to lift 
and move the gun’s trails. It even provides 
some mobility — 10 mph — without the 
necessity for a towing vehicle. 

Gun range at sea level: 30km with 
standard ammunition; 39km with base 
bleed; 0-5km direct fire. 

Crew: Five, but can be operated by three 
men. 

Ammunition: HE (with up to 4,750 
fragments), red or white phosphorous, 
illumination, sub-munition with 56 
bomblets, base ejection smoke. 

G-6 Self-Propelled 155mm 
Gun/Howitzer 

Also developed from experience in 
Angola, the G-6 uses the same barrel as the 


G-5, but with a bore evacuator added to 
make it suitable for use in the confined 
space of a turret. 

It is the most powerful wheeled SPG in 
the world, while its gun is acknowledged 
to be among the best of its class in the 
world. A powerful diesel engine and six 
drive wheels give it amazing mobility, 
while computerized fire-control and 
navigation systems ensure accuracy. 

Armament: 155mm gun and .50 
Browning machine gun. 

Ammunition: 47 rounds on board. 


G-6 



Vehicle Range: 600km. 

Gun range: (Same as for G-5.) 

Speed: 90kph on road; 40 kph cross¬ 
country. 

Crew: Six. 
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tion, submunition head with antiarmor 
capability and various cargo heads. 

Fuse: Dual-purpose with settings for 
impact detonation or airburst at 25 feet 
above the ground. 

Batteleur Antitank Missile 
Bringing the SADF into the missile age 


Weight: 46 tons. 

Height: 10 feet, 6 inches. 

Traverse: 80 degrees. 

Elevation: -5 to +75 degrees. 

Valkyrie Multiple Rocket 
Launch System 

Yet another development from Angolan 
campaigns, and widely used with great 
success by SADF artillerymen, the 
\hlkyrie is a modem version of the BM-21 
“Stalin’s Organ” so often used by Soviet 
client states. 

Again, modern technology has made a 
big difference. While the BM-21 can 
throw a salvo of 40 122mm rockets some 
20km, when they explode they usually do 
little more than make a lot of noise 
because of their poor fusing and 
fragmentation. The 127mm \hlkyrie, on 
the other hand, is accurate and deadly. 
South African scientists have devised a 
prefragmented warhead that sprays 8,500 
steel balls over an area of 1,500 square 
meters. 

When used with an airburst fuse, the 
lethality of just one rocket is very 
impressive — a volley is devastating. In 
one of the last battles fought by the SADF 
in Angola, an enemy battalion was spotted 
crossing a wide river bed by a South 
African observer. He contacted an artillery 
battery, and within minutes the rockets 
arrived. The enemy battalion was virtually 
annihilated. 

Launch systems: 6x6 armored truck 
with 40 missile tubes, or 4x4 Unimog with 
24 tubes. The Unimog system is air- 
portable. Both systems can be fired from 
inside the cab as single rockets or ripple 
salvos at a rate of one per second. They can 
be completely reloaded in less than 10 
minutes. 

127mm rocket: Nominal maximum 
range is 22km at sea level. Shorter ranges 
are achieved by applying aerodynamic 
brake rings to rocket. Each weighs 130 
pounds. 

Warheads: Antipersonnel fragmenta- 


THE WHERE AND WHY OF IAI { 


Want to punch off rounds from a 
105mm gun on a main battle tank? 
Accompany the command staff of an 
armored battle group on live-fire exer¬ 
cises? Dive below the surface of the 
Atlantic in a diesel submarine? Ride 
around in military helicopters and trans¬ 
port aircraft? If you do, you could try your 
local travel agent. Or, better, you could 
contact the nearest representative of the 
International Armor Institute (IAI). 

A newly formed organization with 
members in the United States, Canada, 
France, Germany, Australia and South 
Africa, the IAI is dedicated to providing 
members with adventures usually una¬ 
vailable to the general public. Due to 
contacts built up over years of service in 
many armies, opportunities exist for mili¬ 
tary enthusiasts to broaden their experi¬ 
ence while at the same time meeting 
like-minded travelers and visiting new 
places. 

The lAI’s most recent tour, to South 
Africa, included visits to a wide variety of 
military installations: from Cape Town in 
the south, to Messina on the northern 
border. Highlights were a night attack 
involving an armor/infantry/artillery battle 
group, and a series of daylight attacks by 
the same task force augmented with 
close air support aircraft. Live ammuni¬ 
tion was used throughout — thousands 
of smoke and high-explosive rounds from 
tank guns, 155mm artillery pieces, ar¬ 
mored cars, mortars, and infantry 
weapons. 

On a different stop, the South African 
Defence Force (SADF) armor school put 
on a stunning display for their annual 
visitors day, including a squadron of 
Olifant tanks conducting a live-fire as¬ 
sault with extensive supporting fire, all 
happening right in front of the bleachers. 

While visiting the armor school, IAI 
members rode in tanks and armored cars 
and got to fire the main guns. The 
itinerary also included military museums, 
a tactical airbase built on the Israeli 
design (widely dispersed, hardened and 


camouflaged hangars and facilities) near 
the Mozambiquean border, a police tour 
of Soweto (a mostly black township near 
Johannesburg), the SADF artillery 
school, and various army units such as 
116 Battalion whose soldiers are all black 
South Africans. 

Membership is open to anyone with an 
interest in matters military, and at this 
time there is no charge to get on the 
mailing list. There is no discrimination 
based on age, sex or military service, 
although ladies should note that some¬ 
times field accommodation is a little 
Spartan, but not unduly so. 

On the South African tour of nearly 
three weeks duration, for instance, two 
nights were spent in tents, the remainder 
in very good hotels. Prices for a typical 
IAI tour run about $3,000, remarkably 
inexpensive considering that it includes, 
in addition to the military program, all 
transportation, accommodations, all 
breakfasts and many other meals, a 
variety of get-togethers in military 
messes, and visits to local tourist attrac¬ 
tions. There is also some free time in the 
schedule for shopping, recovering from 
hangovers, or whatever. 

Another trip to South Africa, similar to 
the one on which this article is based, is 
scheduled for October-November 1991.1 
enjoyed myself immensely and unre¬ 
servedly recommend the lAI’s tour. Con¬ 
tact one of the following for details: 

North America: International Armor 
Institute, PO Box 131% Station B t Os- 
hawa, Ontario L1J6PA, Canada; phone 
(416) 434-2329. 

France: Dr. Pierre-George Hacpilie, 77 
Rue De Prony, Paris 75017; Phone 
1-47-634333, 

Germany; S.A.F.I.R.. Sadderather 
Berg 12, D-4050 Monchengladbach 3; 
phone 02166-604773. 

United Kingdom: SAR Travel Ltd., 5th 
Floor, 266 Regent St,, London WIR 5DA; 
phone 71-839-2764. 

— R. Mac. 
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in regard to tank warfare, the Batteleur 
(named after a type of eagle), is a 127mm, 
tube-launched, laser-guided missile with a 
hollow-charge warhead that can penetrate 
more than 650mm of armor. 

Its primary launch system is a three-tube 
launcher mounted on a Ratel variant, 
although it can also be fired from 
helicopters. A single-tube ground launcher 
is under development. Acknowledged to 
have a range of 4km, some sources claim it 
actually can reach accurately out to 8km. 
The Batteleur has been used in Angolan 
combat, reportedly as early as 1987. 

Plofadder Minefield Clearing System 

Like its American and British 
counterparts, the Plofadder uses a rocket to 
carry a linear explosive charge across a 
minefield. The charge (basically a hose 
filled with explosive material) then 
detonates, clearing a pathway suitable for 
tanks and troops to cross safely. 

Again like its counterparts, the system is 
earned on an armored vehicle and can be 
launched with the crew buttoned up inside. 
Plofadder’s safe lane is 100 yards long and 
4 yards wide, with an additional 3 feet on 
each side clearable most of the time. 

Major Robert MacKenzie is SOF’s 
Contributing Editor for Unconventional 
Operations. He filed this report from South 
Africa 


SOUTH AFRICAN ARMY 


One of the four branches of the 
SADF, the South African army has a 
core of career soldiers in the Perma¬ 
nent Force, complemented by the 
part-time Citizen’s Force and Com¬ 
mando Force. 

Essentially a militia, the army has 
three primary missions: the defense 
of South Africa on land, support of the 
South African police in maintaining 
domestic law and order, and assisting 
with disaster/relief work. Two major 
components, the Conventional Force 
and the Territorial Force, carry out 
these functions. 

The Conventional Force has two 
divisions, each with three mecha¬ 
nized brigades and support units. 
There is also one independent para¬ 
chute brigade composed of three 
battalions (two reserve and one ac¬ 
tive) and a light artillery regiment. 
Citizen’s Force members, with a few 
Permanent Force officers in top 
posts, man the Conventional Force. 

Highly mobile conventional opera¬ 
tions, often over long distances and in 
rugged terrain, are their primary role. 
Counterinsurgency operations along 
and within South African borders are 
the primary responsibility of the Terri¬ 
torial Force. Divided into 10 geo¬ 
graphical commands, the Territorial 
Force is a mixture of local militia units 


SOUTH AFRICAN ARMOR IN ACTION 
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South African para-bats on patrol in northern Namibia dismount "Casspir” mine-and- 
bullet protected vehicle. Photo: Michael R. Doyle 


Continued on page 76 


In August 1987 South Africa began 
the deployment into Angola of what was 
to become a force of just less than 3,000 
men. A year later, this force had irrevoca¬ 
bly changed the strategic situation in the 
region. Also, it effectively forced the 
Movimento Popular de Libertacao de 
Angola (MPLA), Cuba and the Soviet 
Union to adopt a new strategy and 
negotiate a settlement. 

This operation would include the first 
tank battles involving South African 
armor since World War H. It also saw the 
adoption of modified tactics and strate¬ 
gies in order to overcome equipment 
weaknesses and geographical disad¬ 
vantages. 

Though South African armor — the 
Olifant main battle tank, the Ratel 90 and 
the Ratel ZT-3 — played an important 
role in the conflict, there is little doubt that 
the really effective work was done by G5 
155mm artillery pieces. 

Only 16 of these guns were taken into 
Angola — one battery was in action every 
day for 12 months (with no technical 
failures). They succeeded in making 
every corner of the battlefield and its 
environs unsafe for the Angolans, and in 
keeping the Quito Cuanavale air base 
closed. 

South African armor was first drawn 
into action in early October 1987 when 
FAPLA 47th Brigade was destroyed 
along the banks of the Lomba river when 
they were attacked by Ratel 90s. At the 
end of the battle, FAPLA losses included 
18 tanks, two BTR-4 armored recovery 
vehicles, 22 BTR-60 armored personnel 
carriers, four SA-8 SAM launcher vehi¬ 


cles, one Flat Face air defense radar, 85 
trucks, an assortment of antiaircraft 
guns, and other vehicles. 

Though the South Africans won, and 
the battle would later prove to have been 
decisive, it taught the South African 
Defence Force (SADF) that the 90mm 
gun of the Ratel 90 was simply not H up to 
scratch” against tanks. 

Most of the enemy tanks destroyed 
took seven or eight hits before being 
knocked out. It was the South Africans’ 
ability to effectively jam Angolan com¬ 
munications and so prevent their tanks 
from coordinating properly that had ena¬ 
bled the SADF to carry the day. 

The lessons learned in the battle at the 
Lomba river were largely responsible for 
the deployment of the Olifant tank with its 
larger 105mm gun. It was also around 
this time that the SADF deployed the 
ZT-3, a new antitank missile which 
proved to be very effective after some 
initial problems with its guidance system. 

The year-long campaign in Angola 
proved difficult for South African armor, 
as the region was essentially M non-armor 
terrain.” The area of operations was 
covered in thick brush and soft sand 
which very often prevented full rotation of 
tank turrets. Tank commanders often had 
to resort to “point shooting.” 

In the final analysis, it was the Olifant’s 
toughness, ability to cope with the heavi¬ 
est of bush, and the fact that the South 
Africans’ tactics enabled them to move 
faster and out-maneuver the Angolan 
T54/55S, that proved to be decisive. 

— Hilton Hamann 
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U.S. Coast Guard River Rats 
Fight Bolivia’s Drug War 

Text & Photos by James L. Pate 


r ILD-EYED cattle shifted nervously, some slipping noisily on the barge’s 
smelly, damp deck, as two 22-foot Piranha patrol boats throttled their twin 
Evinrudes back to idle and bumped alongside to tie up. With CAR-15s slung over 
their shoulders, two U.S. Coast Guardsmen climbed up and over the side. 

It could have been any routine boarding and vessel search in U.S. waters. Except 
this was on the Mamore River, a major Amazon basin tributary in northeast Bolivia, 
populated by alligators, piranhas, vampire bats and snakes — anacondas, pythons, 
bushmasters and ier-de-lances — plus narcotrafficantes and other dangerous rodents 
and reptiles. 

A hundred yards off either side of the barge and tug, two more Piranhas from the 








Bolivian navy's D/ab/os Axu/es (Blue 
Devils) Squadron, one with a Drug En¬ 
forcement Administration (DEA) agent 
aboard, circled to provide covering fire if 
needed. Eight of the black-hulled Boston 
Whalers, each fitted with an M60 machine 
gun mount, were bought by the State 
Department for the Blue Devils Squadron 
for $694,000. 

While Bill and J.R., the Coast Guard 
advisers, followed and watched, four 
members of Bolivia’s Rural Mobile Patrol 
Unit, or UMOPAR (a U.S.-created an¬ 
tidrug battalion of the National Police), 
searched the barge and tug for drug 
contraband. A Bolivian navy lieutenant 
inspected the tug’s cargo manifest and 
vessel registration. 

Bill and J.R. are members of a little- 
known, Coast Guard Special 
Operations unit, the Drug Inter¬ 
diction Assist Team, or DIAT, 
created three years ago and 
based in Portsmouth, Virginia. 

Like the DEA and U.S. Border 
Patrol agents assigned to the 
DEA’s Operation Snowcap in 
Bolivia, they serve 90-day in- 
country terms. 

They have had training in 
jungle survival, unconventional 
warfare and demolitions, and 
are graduates of an abbreviated, 
DEA-tailored U.S. Army 
Ranger School at Fort Benning, 

Georgia. They have also at¬ 
tended language and other spe¬ 
cialized schools. 

“The Coast Guard was 
brought in because they have 
the law enforcement boarding 
skills and the expertise in small 
boat operations that the State Department 
felt the DEA needed,” Larry A. Leveron 
said, a DEA agent who is team leader for 
the U.S. riverine advisers, based in the 
northeastern Bolivian city of Trinidad. 

Jungle Raids 

DIAT’s members can — and often do 
— accompany DEA advisers and 
UMOPAR on jungle raids against cocaine 
laboratories, and on midnight “snatches” 
in which suspects under indictment by the 
Bolivian government are surprised and 
arrested in their homes, spirited away into 
the darkness in Zodiac rafts, and 
ultimately picked up by Bolivian air force 
helicopters. 

DIAT and the rest of the Snowcap 
riverine team have participated in several 
large cocaine seizures in the last two years, 
including one of 623 kilos in April 1989, 
the largest such seizure in Bolivian 
history. 

“This is not your father’s Coast 
Guard,” Bill wisecracked, paraphrasing an 
Oldsmobile television commercial from 
the States. “And I love it. Most of it is 
in-the-field training, hands-on OJT. You 
can teach all day in the classroom, but you 
have to get the student out on an operation 


with the equipment, under real life 
conditions, to know whether you’ve 
succeeded.” 

That is an advantage Coast Guard 
advisers have over their training 
counterparts from U.S. Army Special 
Forces and Navy SEALs, who are 
forbidden from going on operations. But 
except in times of war, when it comes 
under the operational control of the Navy, 
the Coast Guard belongs to the 
Department of Transportation. 

While it is a military organization per 
se, its many missions — with the 
exception of search-and-rescue — are law 
enforcement missions. So its expertise can 
be offered to foreign governments as law 
enforcement — not military — assistance. 

DIAT is a virtually unnoticed escalation 


of the Coast Guard’s role in President 
Bush’s much-vaunted “war” on drugs. 
DIAT’s 20 or 30 members — the exact 
number is confidential — assist in most 
operational phases of Snowcap in Bolivia, 
and in Ecuador. But DIAT’s primary 
responsibility is the riverine program, 
essential to the success of Snowcap in 
Bolivia, a landlocked, Alaska-size country 
with less than 1,000 miles of paved 
highway, but more miles of navigable 
rivers than the United States has coastline. 

DIAT members are assigned to Bolivia 
in groups of four: an officer, an NCO and 
two senior enlisted people. They teach 
boat motor, fiberglass and rubber boat 
repair; law enforcement boardings; 
evidence collection; navigation; riverine 
patrol techniques and — thank goodness 
— basic boating safety. 

Open Contempt 

After troubled started in Bolivia and 
Ecuador two years ago, the riverine 
program is up and running again in both 
countries, and is being expanded this 
summer to include a port-security program 
in Guatemala. 

Critics and supporters of Snowcap’s 
riverine program concur that its ultimate 


success or failure will likely be proved in 
Bolivia, where it began. The outcome 
remains to be seen. Some deeply rooted 
obstacles, such as the Bolivian navy’s 
often open contempt for UMOPAR, 
remain. 

An August 1990 report titled “Stopping 
the Flood of Cocaine with Operation 
Snowcap: Is It Working?”issued by the 
House Committee on Government 
Operations, said the “riverine operations 
are disappointing... According to the 
Department of State, the United States- 
Bolivian riverine program has been the 
least successful and most troublesome of 
all interdiction programs attempted in 
Bolivia,” The report blamed corruption, as 
well as command and operational 
shortcomings, for the program’s lack of 
success. 

Some major problems have 
been and continue to be addressed, 
most notably corruption within the 
Bolivian military. Other problems 
include logistics and repair, and a 
lack of support by and sometimes 
outright hostility to the program by 
some Bolivian naval officers. 
Although logistics and resupply 
have been improved markedly, 
inventory and property 
accountability by the Bolivians 
remains a problem. 

The most promising recent 
development is the selection of an 
enthusiastic, well-educated career 
naval officer, Captain flapoleon 
Prado, 42, to replace an 
uncooperative skipper of the Blue 
Devils Squadron who had alleged 
ties to drug smugglers. Prado, a 
graduate of the Bolivian War 
College and recently returned from the 
School of the Americas at Fort Benning, 
expressed his determination to make the 
riverine program work. Yet he had a 
realistic perspective on the scope of the 
drug problem and how it impacts both 
countries. 

“There will be supply as long as there is 
demand,” according to Prado, who was on 
the first antinarcotics assignment of his 
18-year career and his first riverine patrol. 
“When wealthy nations like the United 
States create a demand, economically 
depressed nations like Bolivia will 
respond.” 

The narcotrafficantes “have a structure 
just like any big business,” Prado said. 
“You can’t fight the problem only with the 
military and the police. You have to fight 
on other fronts. Cocaine is not just a law 
enforcement problem, it is a political 
problem, an economic problem, an 
educational problem and a social problem. 
And affirmative solutions in those realms 
are more important to an ultimate solution 
of the overall problem. 

“Still, you can’t take the military or the 
police out of the equation, especially in the 
near term,” he continued. “We are buying 
time so longer term solutions in other areas 



Mother ship was known as the African Queen — 
well-worn, a bit funky but comfortable. Author’s 
“stateroom” was on top level, front right of photo. 
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U.S. Coast Guard adviser, foreground, 
questions campesinos on a barge in 
Mamore River, 

BELOW: U.S. Coast Guard adviser armed 
with CAR-15 watches as two other Piranha 
patrol boats race upstream in his wake. 
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have time to work. Also, a drug problem is 
by definition a national security problem, 
and that makes military involvement 
critical.” 

Into the Red Zone 

The cattle barge turned out to be an 
uneventful, routine search. But the 
UMOPAR guys were edgy. It was their 
first joint operation with the navy in 
months. And we were headed upriver into 
the Chapare, identified on DEA maps as 
the notorious “Red Zone,” a hilly region 
north of Cochabamba. 

Four months earlier, in an operation in 
which the riverine patrol played an integral 
part, DEA Agent Hawthorne Hope was 
seriously wounded in a fierce gunfight that 
left three drug traffickers no longer 
eligible for the census. Coca growers in the 
Chapare, most of whom have come in the 
last 20 years to capitalize on the growing 
demand of Colombian drug lords, are 
known for their open hostility toward the 
DEA and UMOPAR. 

Aside from Hope’s wound, that 
operation was otherwise a success. Two 
drug labs were seized, and more than 20 
arrests were made, including that of 
Carmelo “Meco” Dominiguez, a major 
trafficker, his lawyers and his chief pilot. 
Nine of his 21 aircraft were also seized, 
along with ranches, houses, an airplane 
hangar and a popular Santa Cruz 
discotheque called Regine’s. 

But the four UMOPARs on the cattle 
barge found nothing illegal, searching 
politely and without incident. They were 
looking for coca paste or coca base, two of 
the raw materials used to make the 
powdery cocaine hydrochloride sold on 
U.S. streets. 

They also looked for potassium 
permanganate, ether alcohol, acetone, and 
sulfuric and hydrochloric acids, all 
common industrial chemicals. And all 
essential for purifying cocaine alkaloids at 
crude labs hidden in the remote jungles of 
Bolivia’s Beni and Pando departments 
— wild, sparsely populated areas 
accessible only by boat and aircraft. 

“If people back home knew what 
chemicals were used in making cocaine, 
things like gasoline and kerosene,” Bill 
said, “if they could see how primitive and 
nasty these labs are, they’d never put that 
crap in their bodies.” Bill was an E-6 from 
Cincinnati who had served as a Marine 
guard at the U.S. Embassies in Laos and 
Brazil. 

The cattle barge was among two dozen 
vessels boarded the first afternoon of the 
riverine operation. The vessels ranged 
from such barges to colorfully painted, 
triple-decked, screw-driven riverboats 
vaguely reminiscent of those that once 
plied the Mississippi, to small dugout 
canoes used by campes/r ?os who live along 
the rivers and creeks in thatched huts with 
dirt floors. 

No contraband was found. But that is 
not to say the trip was without excitement. 


For one thing, the Bolivian boat drivers 

— lieutenants, as opposed to the lower- 
ranking enlisted personnel who typically 
pilot Coast Guard vessels in that size range 

— used only two positions on the throttle: 
all stop and flank speed. 

The thrill of their boat driving was 
compounded by the huge logs and entire 
trees that were floating down the flooded 
Mamore, the four Piranhas weaving in and 
out at top speed in the half-mile-wide 
river. 

My interest in these floating barricades 
increased as twilight approached and the 
patrol was apparently confused about 
where to rendezvous with the mother ship. 
The mother ship was El Libertador , M223, 
a 50-foot wooden barge with two decks, 
bunks for 35 people, a cook, and fuel to 
replenish our rapidly dwindling supply, 
which was paid for by the State 
Department’s Narcotics Assistance 
Section. 

Darkness came and still no mother ship. 
Our four patrol boats continued running 
full-bore up the Mamore. Although all of 
the boats had come fully equipped with 
radios and M60 machine guns, two were 
running without the M60s, which I was 
told were “somewhere in Bolivia.” My 
vessel was without a radio, which no one 
wanted to explain, and the two boats in 
front of us had no running lights or 
spotlights. 

High-Speed Search For Mother Ship 

This did not deter the Bolivians from 
running at flank speed in tight formation as 
the Coast Guard adviser, J.R., and I 
strained to see into the darkness. J.R., a 
tough, no-nonsense Spaniard with prior 
service in the U.S. Army and the Marine 
Corps, tried to gel an explanation from the 
Bolivian lieutenant, who ignored him. 
Angry at the brush-off, J.R. sat in the bow, 
cursing to himself in Spanish and English, 
throwing in some Italian and French 
expletives when he had exhausted his 
vocabulary in the first two tongues. 

I shared that feeling of helpless 
frustration. It reminded me of taking off 
from Ilopango air force base in El Salvador 
one wickedly hot day in 1984. I was 
aboard a grossly overloaded C-47 that 
spent a nerve-wracking 30 minutes 
skimming treetops and hill crests, easy 
pea-shooter range for the Salvadoran 
guerrillas. The Salvadoran air force crew 
was apparently oblivious to the danger. 
Engines throbbing madly at full throttle in 
the torpid air, we finally gained safe 
altitude. 

Gazing into the darkness of the 
Mamore, I weighed the possibilities of 
what would happen if we hit one of the 
colossal trees floating in the river. I would 
likely be thrown out. If that happened, I 
remembered that the thing to do was stay 
near the boat — if I wasn’t knocked 
unconscious. The only uncertainty after 
that point was whether I’d be eaten by the 
little piranhas in the river or run over by 
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TOP: Patrol boats tie up to mother ship for fuel and food. Note M60 in aft of Piranha. 

ABOVE LEFT: U.S. Coast Guard adviser, left, goes over a vessel registration with two 
members of Bolivian navy. 

LEFT: Unit patch: UMOPAR — Rural Mobile Patrol Unit, the anti-narcotics battalion of 
Bolivian National Police. 

ABOVE: Capt. Napolean Prado, center, dines aboard mother ship after high-speed 
run up river. 


the big Piranha patrol boat hugging our 
ass. I never could decide which would be a 
more preferable way to die. 

The mother ship finally loomed up out 
of the darkness, tied up at a jungle base 
camp. The food was tasty: spiced pasta for 
supper, eggs and fried piranha for 
breakfast. The old tub was well-worn and 
a bit funky, but still comfortable. Bill and 
I got a “stateroom 1 ’ topside, just aft of the 
bridge. It was apparent why the advisers 
referred to the vessel as the African Queen. 

We headed out in the Piranhas again the 
next morning, headed up the Chapare 
River, and then up a creek too narrow for 
one boat to pass the other. This didn’t stop 
the helmsmen from tail-gating at top 
speed. They apparently thought the tow 
beam across the stem was a bumper in case 
of collisions. If we kept this up, I knew 
there would be an accident. I was right. 

Wipe-Out 

Traveling in the third boat, we rounded 
a sharp bend in the creek and almost 
collided with the second boat, which was 
apparently out of control. The driver had 
lost his grip on the helm and the second 
boat had spun around 180 degrees in the 
creek and shot up into the swampy jungle 
foliage at top speed. Clutching a bow line 
for dear life, Bill was thrown to the deck. 

Afterward, he was uncharacteristically 
diplomatic. “I try not to critique them too 
much in the field. You have to be careful 
not to offend their sense of machismo in 
front of their peers,” he said. He then 
added that he wanted to consult with the 
navy instructors to make sure their 
instructions to the Bolivians were not 
contradictory before discussing problems 
in a classroom setting. 

The purpose of our going up the creek 
was never clear to me. One lieutenant said 
Prado wanted to rind out how far the 
Piranhas could go on the small creek. I do 
know that if there were any drug labs up 
there, the dopers were bound to have heard 
the roaring boat engines long before we 
got near them. The creek finally got too 
narrow and too shallow and, to my relief, 
we turned back toward open water and 
headed back toward Trinidad. 

Although this riverine patrol did not 
make any drug or chemical contraband 
seizures, U.S. officials say the importance 
of the riverine program lies not in how 
many seizures or lab raids are made 
— statistics they compare to body counts 
from Vietnam — but in maintaining a 
constant presence that denies drug 
traffickers the use of the rivers to move 
their supplies and products. 

According to Don F. Ferrarooe, the 
DEA agent in charge of Bolivian 
operations for the last two years, the 
riverine program has been a difficult 
program to make work. “When I got here, 
I was willing to give it another shot... even 
if I wasn’t sold on it,” he said. Since then. 

Continued on page 79 
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SMALL ARMS 

OF THE 

PERSIAN GULF WAR 

by Peter G. Kokalis 


W HILE media attention has focused 
almost exclusively on the amazing 
high-technology weapons systems arrayed 
against Iraq in the Persian Gulf, the fact 
remains that in the end it is always the 
common foot soldier who must meet with 
and destroy the enemy and occupy the 
ground he once held. His rifle and auxil¬ 
iary small arms are still the principal tools 


he will employ to accomplish these pri¬ 
mary missions of close combat, as they 
have been for the last hundred years. 

Quite clearly the Patriot PAC-2 antimis¬ 
sile system stands as master over the 
1950s-vintage Soviet Scud. Laser-guided 
bombs and Tomahawk cruise missiles 
were equally impressive. But, what about 
small arms? For years high technology’s 


Kuwaiti M-84 MBT, an improved version of 
the T-72 built by Yugoslavia, prepares for 
final thrust into Kuwait City. Note 
12.7x108mm NSVT Soviet designed HMG 
that can be used in ground or antiaircraft 
role. Photo: Robert K. Brown 

weak sister in the West, can it be that 
Iraq’s largely Soviet-designed small arms 
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systems were superior to those of the 
Coalition? 

U.S. Small Arms 

A decision to adopt a service pistol 
chambered for the 9mm Parabellum 
cartridge — in order to conform with 
NATO standards — immediately enraged 
all those for whom only the .45 ACP round 
would do. This was 
followed by anger 
over the selection of 
a foreign design. 

Much to the glee of 
its detractors, the 
U.S. armed forces 
have experienced 
some slide failures 
with the M9. How¬ 
ever, the problem is 
one of metallurgy, 
not design efficiency. 

The M9 is more or 
less typical of the 
current generation of 
so-called “wonder- 
nine” pistols, which 
are all double-action 
and have large 
capacity magazines 
(15 rounds for the 
M9). 

In general, the 
handling character¬ 
istics are excellent 
with acceptable hit 
probability and 
accuracy potential. The grip-to-frame 
angle and balance are adequate. Early 
reports from Saudi Arabia indicated the 
M9 was performing in a satisfactory 
manner. 

Submachine guns — by definition 
selective-fire, shoulder-held weapons 
chambered for pistol ammunition — are 
moribund. The development of 
lightweight, short-barreled assault rifles 
has signaled their death knell. While 20 
million submachine guns of one sort or 
another were fielded during World War II, 
their short effective range of rarely more 
than 100 meters, limited accuracy due to 
their open-bolt operation (with the 
exception of the H&K MP5 series), and 
relatively low power precluded their 
widespread employment in Desert Storm. 
There remains but one highly specialized 
application for these relics of the past. 
When their bairels are shrouded by a 
sound suppressor, burp guns were 
effectively employed by the elite units 
(U.S. Navy SEALs, U.S. Army Delta and 
British SAS) who were engaged in 
clandestine operations including ambush, 
assassination, prisoner recovery, EPW 
snatches and reconnaissance. The Heckler 
& Koch MP5 SD is one of the finest 
examples of the suppressed machine gun 
genre and was used with great success by 
U.S. Special Ops groups operating behind 
Iraqi lines. 

No weapon ever adopted by the U.S. 


military has created as much hysterical 
controversy as the Ml6. It has been 
attacked at all levels, from its 
“pipsqueak” cartridge to its method of 
operation and “Mattel toy” construction. 
Yet it has survived its legion of detractors 
to become one of the finest assault rifles in 
the world. The M16A2 currently fielded 
by the U.S. Armed Forces is not the same 
weapon that went to 
war in Vietnam a 
quarter of a century 
ago. 

While the method 
of operation remains 
the same — direct gas 
action without a 
piston — a significant 
number of needed 
modifications were 
incorporated into the 
M16A2. Barrel twist 
was changed from one 
turn in 12 inches to 
one in 7 inches to 
stabilize the heavier 
M855 ball and M856 
tracer ammunition. 
The 62-grain M855 
bullet’s performance 
in the human body 
essentially duplicates 
that of the older 55- 
grain Ml93 round 
with slightly in¬ 
creased fragmen¬ 
tation. 

The 5.56x45mm NATO cartridge is 
usually effective out to 200 yards. 

Images of Hollywood’s Beau Geste 
aside, even in arid environments most 
infantry contacts will be under 100 yards. 
For that the M16A2 will more than suffice. 
Weakest link in the Ml6 series is the 
30-round aluminum magazine. Most 
stoppages in the M16 can be attributed to 
damaged magazines, 
which, if suspect, should 
be pitched in the nearest 
ditch and replaced. In any 
event, never load more 
than 29 rounds. 

A shortened version of 
the M16A2 was adopted 
by the U.S. Armed Forces 
as the M4. So far, only a 
modest quantity have 
been acquired. Reminis¬ 
cent of the CAR-15s and 
XM177E2 fielded during 
the Vietnam War, these 
carbines have 14-inch 
barrels. Bairel configura¬ 
tion differs somewhat 
from the Colt Commando to permit 
attachment of the M203 grenade launcher 
and the hand guard has double heat 
shields. The M16A2’s 800-meter sight 
system has been retained. 

Also chambered for the M855 caliber 
5.56x45mm NATO cartridge is the U.S. 
Army’s M249 SAW. Although selected 


from a rigorous competitive evaluation of 
four candidate systems, the M249 has also 
seen its share of contentious commentary. 
Gas-operated with a short-stroke piston 
and two-lug rotary bolt, the M249 fires 
from the open-bolt position to inhibit 
“cook-offs,” as do most belt-fed machine 
guns. It was designed to accept either 
disintegrating link belts or the M16 30- 
round box magazine without modification. 

That has proved to be a major design 
error for, in my experience, the M249 will 
not function reliably with any magazine, 
loaded to any capacity. This weapon 
should be restricted to belt-fed operation 
only. Another area of concern is the 
M249’s accuracy potential. 

With those exceptions, the M249 is 
generally the very model of a modem 
SAW. When belt-fed, reliability exceeds 
all competing designs. When employed for 
area-target fire support, as it most often 
should be, the accuracy potential is 
adequate. It has numerous desirable 
features, not the least of which is its 
weight, which is only 21.3 lbs. with a 
200-round assault pack. It has a quick- 
change, chrome-lined barrel and exhibits 
excellent human engineering overall. It 
provides the fire power required at the 
squad level in a compact and lightweight 
envelope. 

While it has been reported that U.S. 
Navy SEALs are employing some M14 
rifles and both the M21 (M14 with ART 
scope) and M24 Sniper Weapon System 
are chambered for the 7.62x51mm NATO 
cartridge and were employed in Desert 
Storm, the most prevalent weapon 
utilizing this round is the M60E3 adopted 
by the USMC. M80 7.62x51mm ball is an 
excellent choice for the rare occasions 
when contacts occur beyond 200 meters. 

The M60E3 machine gun chambered for 
this cartridge is a decided improvement 
over the despicable M60 GPMG (general 


purpose machine gun). Weighing only 18 
lbs., a light bipod has been mounted to the 
receiver (where it stays when the barrel is 
changed, unlike the M60). The forearm has 
been redesigned and now ends in a pistol 
grip. The barrel has been lightened and 
incorporates an M16-style flash 
suppressor. 



Capt. Rorick De Normann (right), 32, from 
Ascot, Berkshire, England, carries 
bullpup-configured L85A1; trooper on left, 
Sterling SMG. Both are assigned to the 
famed “Desert Rats” 7th Armored Bde. 
Note insignia of same on door. Photo: 
Robert K. Brown 



Middle East is a paradise for gun jeeps that come in many 
flavors and variations. Here, in Kuwait City, are two 7.62mm FN 
MAG GPMGs mounted on 4x4. Photo: Robert K. Brown 
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U.S. Army Special Operations personnel providing security for U.S. Embassy in Kuwait City 
after its liberation. From left to right troops carry Heckler & Koch MP5SD and sound- 
suppressed MP5SDs. Photo: Robert K. Brown 


This lightened barrel has already caused 
serious problems. When high rates of 
sustained fire are employed without 
changing barrels within the prescribed 
intervals (and this is almost never done 
during the high anxiety of the battlefield), 
the barrel will slump with the possible 
consequence of damage to the gun and 
injury to the operator. A heavier barrel will 
probably eventually be adopted, but 
nothing as yet has been done about this 
deficiency. The M60E3’s carrying handle 
has been moved to the barrel to assist 
barrel changing. The gas system has been 
revamped, which means the piston can no 
longer be installed backwards. 

Far superior is the caliber 7.62x51mm 
M240 machine 
gun mounted on 
U.S. main battle 
tanks and armor¬ 
ed fighting ve¬ 
hicles. This is the 
coaxial version 
of the famous FN 
MAG58 GPMG, 
which is in ser¬ 
vice with the 
armed forces of 
.more than 80 
countries. The 
“MAG** is belt- 
fed, gas-operated 
and fires from 
the open-bolt 
position. Reli¬ 
ability is a sal¬ 
ient feature of 
this widely 
adopted weapon. 

It can be faulted 
in only one area. 

There are a lot of 
bits and pieces 
and it takes a 
long time to 
properly clean a 


gas-fouled “MAG.” 

John Browning’s venerable .50 caliber 
M2 HB heavy machine gun, affectionately 
known as “Ma Deuce,” is still very much 
alive and booming. It’s attached to the 
turret of the M1A1 Abrams main battle 
tank and on the Ml 13 armored personnel 
carrier (APC). In restricted roles it’s still 
sitting on sand dunes fixed to the 44-lb. 
M3 tripod. Its 708-grain bullet with a hard 
steel core and muzzle velocity 
approaching 3,000 fps can defeat light 
vehicles and will give enemy personnel a 
grade-A migraine headache no matter 
where it strikes on the human body. Firing 
from the closed-bolt position, the M2 HB 
— when equipped with a sturdy MilSpec 
scope — can 
reach out to well 
beyond 2,000 
meters and touch 
anyone. 

Recoil-operat¬ 
ed with a reason¬ 
able cyclic rate of 
about 550 rpm, 
the M2 HB is the 
most rugged and 
reliable machine 
gun in our inven¬ 
tory. Very little 
ever breaks and 
maintenance is 
relatively simple 
as its recoil 
operation throws 
very little fouling 
into the system. 
Ma Deuce is still 
the ultimate heavy 
machine gun — 
bar none — 
even after more 
than 65 years 
of use on all the 
world’s battle¬ 
fields. 


RPG-7s were part of small arms inventory for 
many of the Coalition forces and the bad guys. 
Photo: Robert K. Brown 


BELOW: French troops carried the bullpup- 
configured FA MAS into combat in the Middle 
East. They were issued plastic carrying cases, a 
policy the U.S. should consider. Photo: 
Bassignac/Liaison 


French Small Arms 

While France adopted a modified 
version of the Beretta Model 92F 9mm 
pistol in 1987, known as the Pistolet 
Automatique MAS 9mm GI, the Model 
1950 is still in service. A thoroughly 
reliable single-action 9mm Parabellum 
pistol with the swinging link and dual 
locking lugs of the Colt M1911A1, the 
Ml950 is short-recoil operated. It cannot 
be fired with the magazine removed. It has 
a modular hammer/sear assembly which 
can be removed from the frame as one 
piece during disassembly. 

French soldiers refer to it as le Clairon. 
But this bugle spits bullets. France’s 
service rifle, the FA MAS (Fusil 
Automatique , Manufacture d’Armes de St. 
Ef/enne), has already demonstrated itself 
to be an effective and generally well- 
conceived piece of ordnance. Placed into 
production in 1979, the bullpup- 
configured FA MAS is chambered for the 
5.56x45mm NATO cartridge of the M193 
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type as the barrel 
twist is 1:12 
inches. Weigh¬ 
ing 8 lbs., empty, 
and firing from 
the closed-bolt 
position, the 
method of opera¬ 
tion is by means 
of delayed blow- 
back. 

To accommo¬ 
date the bullpup 
configuration, 
the trigger mech¬ 
anism and pistol 
grip have been 
mounted to the 
lower hand guard. At about 3 MO A at 100 
meters, the accuracy potential is 
acceptable. 

Reliability is of a high order. Because of 
its proximity to the operator, muzzle blast 
is more noticeable. There were buttstock 
failures during early series production, but 


this problem has 
been corrected. 
French troops 
participating in 
Desert Storm 
were issued 
plastic cases for 
the FA MAS. 
While it’s down¬ 
right ugly, princ¬ 
ipally because of 
the huge carrying 
handle on the 
upper handguard, 
the FA MAS is an 
excellent weapon. 
It’s usually issued 
with a light¬ 
weight, tubular aluminum bipod and a 
cleverly designed, ambidextrous 
web sling. 

Almost as bad as the M60, the French 
AA 52 (Armee Automatique Model 52) 
GPMG is chambered for the French 
7.5x54mm rifle cartridge and is delayed- 


Command Sgt. Maj. Joe Dennison, HHC SF 
Command, Ft. Bragg, N.C., left, carries 
Heckler & Koch MP5SD. In background is 
special ops vehicle which can carry a 
variety of .50 cal. HMGs, M60s, Ml 4s and 
Ml36 antitank weapons. Photo: Robert K. 
Brown 

blowback in operation. Designed for ease 
of manufacture, the receiver body is made 
of semi cylindrical tubes welded together. 

To prevent premature unlocking while 
chamber pressures are still too high, the 
AA 52 employs an unusual, troublesome, 
two-piece bolt. The bolt’s two parts are 
joined by a fragile T-shaped connecting 
pin about 1 inch long. If this pin is broken 
or lost the weapon cannot be made to 
operate. French troops would have been 
better served to discard their AA 52 
GPMGs and employ captured Soviet PK 
machine guns. 

British Small Arms 

One of John Browning’s greatest 



Special Operations personnel based at Kuwait City 
International Airport carrying M16A2s. Note the 
ubiquitious .50 cal. mounted on civilian pickup. On 
the left is Capt. Fred "Doc n Kraft, Mill Vhlley, 
California, a reservist who has spent six months in 
the Middle East. He carries the 9mm Beretta. 
Photo: Robert K. Brown 
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M60 mounted on MP Humvee stationed on main highway 
between Hafar-al-Batin and Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. MPsfrom 
left to right are: Sgt. John McPhail, Jr., 34, Society Hill, SC, 
E-4 Joseph Cromer, 28, Florence, SC, and E-4 Gary 
Lowder, 37, Florence, SC. Photo: Robert K. Brown 


designs, the Browning High Power 9mm 
Parabellum pistol still serves in the British 
armed forces, where it is known as the 
L11A1. Locked-breech, short-recoil 
operated, this single-action classic has a 
magazine capacity of 13 rounds. 

Sturdy and reliable, the High Power can 
only be faulted in the area of its frame- 
mounted safety lever which is difficult to 
manipulate — an important consideration 
for those who carry the arm in “condition 
one" (a round in the chamber, a full 
magazine seated in place, the hammer 
fully cocked and the thumb safety 
engaged). 

We can offer no compliments for the 
new caliber 5.56x45mm NATO British 
service rifle, civilian designation SA-80. 
Essentially an AR18 action in EM2 
bullpup form, the L85A1 Individual 
Weapon (IW) represents a fiasco of major 
proportions. Its failure to perform 
adequately during Desert Storm is no more 
than the final straw in what will shortly 
become one of the biggest small arms 
scandals of this century. 

Soon after fielding it was found that 
when dropped from a height of several feet 
onto the muzzle, the L85A1 would fire. 
This was corrected, but the new trigger has 
such a small gap between its rear surface 
and the front of the pistol grip that small 
particles of sand immediately impede the 
operator’s ability to pivot the trigger. This 
is literally a fatal flaw. 

In the manner of the woeful U.S. M3 
“Grease Gun,” the L85Al’s magazine 
catch/release button would dump 
magazines when inadvertently depressed 
by equipment or the operator’s body. An 
interim solution, in the form of a shield 
attached with glue (!) was fielded. The 
newly redesigned magazine catch/release 
is reported to be no better than before. 

The firing pin is fragile and breaks at the 
tip. Projecting from the bolt face, the 
jagged, broken tip results in primer 
ignition out of battery (called “a slam 
fire") with a very real potential for 
damage to the weapon and serious injury 
to the operator. 

The barrel’s gas port is drilled after the 


bore has been chrome-plated 
and this strips chrome from 
the port area. Both the 
crossbolt-type safety and bolt 
release button are made of 
plastic and break easily. The 
rear sling swivel is attached 
to the buttplate which is fixed 
to the receiver body by two 
screws. It doesn’t take long 
before the buttplate tears 
away from the receiver. The 
captive upper and lower 
receiver retaining pin 
assemblies are of poor design 
and are easily damaged by 
repeated disassembly. The 
handguard’s hinged top- 
cover opens spontaneously 
and breaks off. Receiver and 
trigger housing welds are of low quality. 

The L86A1 Light Support Weapon 
(LSW) shares all of the L85Al’s 
incredible defects and a few more besides. 
It has no quick-change barrel system and 
has limited potential for sustained fire due 
to its 30-round, bottom-fed magazine. The 
accuracy potential, even at close range, is 
dismal. After several hundred rounds, 
fouling clogs the gas cylinder preventing 
the bolt carrier from moving forward 
enough to trip the auto safety sear. When 
that happens, the gun will stop firing. 

Gratefully, a substantial number of 
British troops are still armed with the 
caliber 7.62x51mm NATO L1A1 
Commonwealth FAL. While too large 
(overall length approaches 45 inches) and 
too heavy (11 lbs., 3 oz. with a loaded 
magazine) by today’s standards, it is vastly 
superior to the L85A1. Gas operated with 
an adjustable reg¬ 
ulator, the FAL fires 
from the closed-bolt 
position and, at one 
time or another, was 
adopted by more 
than 90 nations. 

However, it was 
never noted for 
reliable operation in 
high dust and sand 
environments. It did 
not perform well 
during the 1955 Suez 
Canal Zone crisis 
and as a result “sand 
cuts” were embod¬ 
ied in the bolt carrier 
and the hold-open 
device was omitted. 

The Israelis experienced similar problems 
and were led, as a consequence, to develop 
and adopt the Galil — a Kalashnikov 
derivative. 

L86A1 Light Support Weapons have as 
yet not completely replaced the FN MAG 
58 GPMG in British service, where in 
modified form it is know as the L7A1/2 
“Jimpy.” Differing only cosmetically 
(i.e., a black plastic buttstock) and with a 
10-position instead of three-position 


adjustable gas regulator, the L7A1/2 series 
demonstrated its value during the 
Falklands campaign, although the Royal 
Marines preferred the slightly lighter, 
magazine-fed L4 Bren. A thoroughly 
battle-proven machine gun, the MAG is 
not noted as particularly dust-sensitive. 

Iraqi Small Arms 

With few exceptions, Iraq’s military 
small arms are of ComBloc origin. In 
general, these weapons systems can be 
characterized as highly reliable with only 
mediocre accuracy potential and little 
design concentration on human 
engineering. 

The principal Iraqi sidearm is the TT-33 
Tokarev pistol. Chambered for the 
7.62x25mm cartridge, the Tokarev is 
essentially a much modified Colt- 
Browning design. The method of 
operation is locked-breech, short recoil. 
All modifications to John Browning’s 
original design were intended to simplify 
manufacture and enhance reliability. 
Although the hammer has a half-cock 
position, this pistol should not be carried 
with a chambered round. The 86-grain 
round-nose FMJ bullet has a muzzle 
velocity of about 1,450 fps and will most 
often over-penetrate in human targets. 

The standard-issue Iraqi rifle is the 
Kalashnikov, called the “Tabuk,” 
chambered for both the 7.62x39mm and 
5.45x39mm cartridges. Most are of Soviet, 
East German or Romanian manufacture. 
Some were locally manufactured at a 
factory established for the Iraqi armed 
forces by technicians from the Izhmash 
Industrial Combine’s Izhevsk weapons 
factory. 

Fifty million 
Kalashnikovs can’t be 
wrong and it is the 
world’s most ubiqui¬ 
tous military small 
arm. Gas-operated and 
firing from the closed- 
bolt position, the 
Avtomat Kalashnikov 
(AK) has a much- 
copied rotary bolt that 
is piston-actuated. 
The pinned and 
riveted, sheet-metal 
receivers of the AKM 
series most often are 
seen with a five- 
component mechan¬ 
ical device that delays 
hammer drop until the 
complete cessation of all bolt-carrier 
bounce. 

Probably the world’s most reliable 
infantry rifle, the Kalashnikov falls short 
only in the areas of ergonomics and 
accuracy. The selector lever, on the right 
side of the receiver body, clatters 
excessively when manipulated. 

AK magazines, although rugged and 
more reliable than those of the M16, must 
be rocked forward to remove and rearward 



Two troopers with Ml 6 A2s take a break 
from souvenir collecting to pose in front of 
RPG launchers. Photo: Robert K. Brown 
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to insert. As a consequence, tactical 
reloads are slow and awkward for all 
except highly trained operators. The open 
U-notch rear sight is far inferior to the 
M16’s peep aperture and can only be 
adjusted for range. 

82nd Airborne trooper with M249. Infantry 
firefights were relatively few and far 
between. Most ground actions were 
conducted by armored forces. Photo: 
Langevin/Sygma 



Kalashnikov triggers are notorious for 
horrendous and variable creep with 
sudden, uncontrolled let-off. Except for 
Yugoslav variants, AK buttstocks are too 
short for most Westerners. All models of 
the Kalashnikov exhibit excessive flash 
signatures. Few AKs will shoot better than 
5-6 MOA at 100 meters and Ivan 
apparently feels that’s close enough for 
government work. The wound ballistics 
potential of the boat-tail 7.62x39mm 
bullet is mediocre. 

Called the “Al-Kadisia,” the Iraqis 
manufacture a Dragunov-type sniper rifle 
with technical assistance from Yugoslavia. 
Although its scope has an excellent range¬ 
finding reticle pattern, the Dragunov is 
overrated and will rarely shoot better than 
3 MOA at 100 meters, even with match- 
grade ammunition. The skeletonized stock 
exhibits poor ergonomics and tends to 
exaggerate the perceived recoil of the 
full-size 7.62x54R cartridge. 

Except for a few French AA 52 and 
Belgian FN MAG58 GPMGs, Iraqi 
machine guns are exclusively of ComBloc 
origin. The RPK is no more than a 
Kalashnikov rifle with a longer barrel, 
bipod and redesigned buttstock. Unless 
Soviet-type 75-round drums are employed, 
this weapon will * ‘monopod” on its 


AKs, in many variations, were used by both 
good and bad guys. Here, Sheik Mubarek, a 
Saudi tribal chief who provided heavy 
construction equipment support for 
Egyptian and Saudi forces, supervises 
cutting passage through berm to allow 
support vehicles to follow tanks into Kuwait. 
Photo: Robert K. Brown 

40-round box-type magazine when fired 
from the prone position. Lacking a quick- 
change barrel, its sustained-fire potential is 
limited. 

First introduced to the Soviet Army in 
1961, the PK GPMG was eventually 
product-improved and lightened into the 
PKM (Pu/emef Kalashnikova Modemiz- 
irovanniy) series. A quarter century of 
fighting from arid regions to tropical 
jungles has demonstrated it to be flawless, 
with the possible exception of an overly 
complex feed mechanism required to 
accommodate the 100-year-old 7.62x54R 
rimmed cartridge. Weighing less than 20 
lbs., the PK’s most distinctive char¬ 
acteristic is its skeletonized buttstock, 
fabricated from wood laminate material. 

The cyclic rate is about 650 rpm and 
although it has no buffer system of any 

Continued on page 78 
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i 6 ¥> eing up on top of the vehicle gives you a far greater 
-D impression of the scope and magnitude of this whole 
operation. It’s easy to envision oneself with Rommel or Montgom¬ 
ery roaring back and forth across the Libyan desert ... a truly 
awesome sight. The weather is cool, the sky overcast. A great day 
fora desert offensive ... My adrenaline pump roars right along with 
the growl of scores of tanks and APCs barreling across the billiard 
table-like barren desert... 7 eb’ Stuart and George Patton must be 
smiting. I am.” 

SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown landed in Saudi Arabia 
on 12 January 1991. For the next 40 days and nights be battled a 
military bureaucracy intent upon denying press access to front-line 
















With Saudi Spearhead 


by Robert K. Brown 


INSET: Publisher Robert K. Brown poses next to 
hastily abandoned Iraqi antitank position inside 
Kuwait. Gary Neese's "Ultimate" jacket system 
proved to be excellent choice to deal with 
fluctuating temperatures and weather conditions in 
desert. Photo: U.S. contractor 

Coalition troops celebrate victory In outskirts of 
Kuwait. Photo: Sygma/P. Durand 



















large tent probably 30 feet long and 15 feet 
wide, carpeted. He has a full-size wooden 
desk, chairs with upholstered pillows. He 
is a veteran of the ’67 and ’73 wars with 
Israel. 

In the background, outgoing 155mm 
rounds can be heard. There are also what 
appear to be B-52 arc lights, or what the 
media now calls carpet bombing, for 
reasons unbeknownst to me. 

I’m out here with Tim Larabon, a 
Rhodesian who used to work in a 
Rhodesian special intelligence unit. He 
drifted into TV work and met Soldier of 
Fortune’s African correspondent, A1 
Venter. The two worked on a project in 
Afghanistan. Since then, Lambon has been 
working for an independent British TV 
firm. 

Lambon and I decided it was useless to 
stay in Riyadh — we were sick of being 
stonewalled by the joint information 
bureau [JIB.] It was apparent that the only 
journalists who were getting access to the 
troops on the front lines were those with a 
lot of clout, i.e., the major “barking dogs” 
on your major TV stations. 

I met a young hotshot from the Wall 
Street Journal last week, Steve Horowitz, 
who contacted me regarding an interview. 
His intention was to interview people from 
the press for a Journal piece on press 
attitudes about the war. 

After spending some time with (SOF 
associates) Mike Williams and Paul 
Fanshaw, and myself, he decided that 
SOF’s trials and tribulations were of 
sufficient interest for a story. 

He wanted something unusual, some 
“color,” and wasn’t particularly 
overjoyed with what he was finding on the 
walk from the Riyadh Hyatt Regency to 
the Riyadh Wendy’s. He wanted to come 
out here to Hafar A1 Batin. But I figured if 
we accompanied him, it was more likely 

Brown watches gap being cut in berm to 
allow combat support vehicles access route 
to Kuwait. Photo: Faisel 


Kuwait City residents responded to liberating army with as much enthusiasm as the French 
when Paris was liberated from the Nazis. Note blaze orange I.D. panel on top of gunjeep. 
Photo: Sygma/Langevin 


combat troops — or any troops for that 
matter. He also bad to contend with the 
Banana Republic Brigade , hundreds of 
pseudo “war” correspondents whose clos¬ 
est brush with combat was filing expense 
account forms with the head office. As 
Brown was quoted in the Wall Street 
Journal and Newsweek, “7 thought I’d be 
riding the lead tank into Baghdad by now. 
Instead, I’m stuck in a briefing room with 
the biggest bunch of boobs and dorks I’ve 
ever met.” 

But it was the lopsided treatment of the 
press corps that finally forced him to break 
all the rules and make his own way to the 
front. Media “barking dogs” — the major 
television networks , newspapers and news 
weeklies — were courted by the brass 
while the rest, SOF included , were left out 
in the cold. Bob Brown , after covering 
conflicts around the world (and actively 
participating in more than a few), had had 
enough . 

Packing up his cameras and trusty tape 


recorder he headed north, employing 
“smoke and mirrors” tactics to cir¬ 
cumvent the rules and avoid roving mili¬ 
tary police anti-journalist patrols. The 
following, taken from his hours of taped 
notes as he infiltrated the war zone and 
eventually rode into Kuwait City with the 
lead elements of the Kuwaiti armored 
brigade , picks up on 21 February. 

21 February, 1745 hours 

I find myself at a construction site near 
the Saudi Arabian National Guard 
[SANG] compound in the desert northeast 
of Hafar A1 Batin. 

Bedouin troops here provide security for 
the oil pipeline laid in the early years of the 
Iran-Iraq War. There is also a U.S. Army 
compound, mission unknown, and an 
Egyptian compound, where I had lunch 
with Colonel Zagloul Mohammed Fathey, 
chief of staff of the Egyptian 3rd 
Mechanized Division. 

Interesting the way Fathey lives — a 
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Left, Bedouin scout who guards pipeline 
near Saudi-Kuwaiti border and right, Sheik 
Mubarek, who assisted Brown on way to 
Kuwait. Bedouins prefer bolt-action rifles. 
Mubarek carries Al Mar “Desert Shield’’ 
knife on cartridge belt. Photo: Robert K. 
Brown 

his story would make the front page of his 
paper. I rationalized that a large percentage 
of the cost of this so-far unproductive trip 
could be justified by the P.R. value of a 
favorable article in the Journal. 
[Horowitz’s article on SOF’s frustrations 
appeared on the front page of the Journal 
on 21 February.] 

Mike Williams and I decided we would 
take Horowitz’s car and drive back the 
next morning. I was expecting to get 
approval to interview some of the Marine 
recon troops that had been trapped in the 
battle for Khafji to supplement Mike’s 
article. 

It was Marine recon who called in 
Marine air and artillery support, 
significantly affecting the outcome of the 
battle for Khafji. I had submitted a written 
request and subsequently discussed the 
request with Major Keith Oliver, the 
Marine Corps representative on the JIB. 

Oliver said he was enthusiastic about 
the concept, that the Riyadh JEB was 
enthusiastic, and that he would be 
contacting his counterpart in Dhahran to 
see how my interview could be arranged. 
This was a unilateral request; in other 
words, it was a request that only I be 
allowed to conduct the specially arranged 
interview. 

Upon our return, I contacted Oliver, 
who said he was now very pessimistic 
about the request after having contacted 
Dhahran. No explanation was 
forthcoming. It became clear that I was not 
going to get anything through the normal 
channels or following the rules. 

1804 hours 

Our options were limited. We could 
continue to piss and moan in Riyadh or 


throw the dice and try and tag onto a 
column of somebody’s troops during the 
confusion expected when the ground 
offensive kicked off. Lambon and I 
decided we had no choice but to exercise 
the “smoke and mirrors” option. The 
worst the Saudis or U.S. forces could do 
would be to throw us out of the world’s 
greatest kitty litter box. 

Lambon, in his early 30s, slim, with a 
GI haircut, definitely had a good military 
appearance. He also had a brand new 
four-door Nissan Safari four-wheel-drive 
vehicle, which happened to be scarcer than 
pigs in Mecca. (Apparently, the U.S. 
military leased all the four-wheel-drive 
vehicles for staff and administrative types 
so that all the Humvees would be available 
for more vital tasks.) 

Lambon painted the Nissan desert tan, 
taped inverted “V”. shapes on the doors 
(which all the Coalition vehicles were 
running around with), and slapped an 
orange I.D. panel on top. Our basic plan 
was to bamboozle our way through the 
Saudi checkpoints on the road from 
Riyadh to Hafar Al Batin appearing as 
U.S. military. 

When I pointed out that the rental 
agency might be upset about our new 
poly-vinyl acrylic paint job — which 
wouldn’t wash off — Lambon said, “Ah, 
screw ’em. We’ll deal with that when I 
turn it in. The mission comes first.” 

We put on outfits which could be 
mistaken for U.S. uniforms by the Saudis, 
who were as unfamiliar with our uniforms 
as we were with theirs. I wore desert 
camraie pants, desert boots, an olive drab 
“wooly pully,” and a desert cammie 
boonie hat with jump wings. Lambon wore 
a crewcut and desert cammies. 

We had found earlier that as long as we 
appeared to be military, the Saudis would 
wave us by without asking for I.D. Our 
disguises worked effectively to get us to 
Hafar Al Batin. Upon arriving, we 
reconned the Al Fao hotel to see if any 
journalists were inside. 

My plan was to link up with a Saudi 
sheik, Mubarek, since I had established 
rapport with him on an earlier trip to Hafar 
and see how he could help us. We met 
Mubarek and indicated we were having 
difficulty getting rooms — the hotel was 
booked. 

Mubarek offered to put us up in his 
suite, which meant we were in two drab, 
dingy rooms instead of one. But the price 
was right, so we accepted. Lambon 
decided to go on to Rafha. My gut feeling 
was that I should play my cards with 
Mubarek and see what might develop. I 
laid an Al Mar “Desert Shield” knife on 
him last night and he seemed to really 
appreciate it. A little low key bribery often 
helps. 

1818 hours 

Some general observations on how this 
whole situation has developed: It has been 
a classic case of extreme frustration. Since 


the military and the Saudis work to make it 
impossible for the average reporter to 
cover this war, the only way anything can 
be achieved is by cheating, lying and 
violating most of the rules and regulations. 

Certainly the stories that I need do not 
include going out and doing a piece on a 
combat support unit ... no matter how 
important a part they play. I picked up a 
technique from an experienced magazine 
journalist for creating phony documents, 
which we utilized prior to our last trip up 
here. Using a Saudi Ministry of 
Information request sheet, we made up a 
line of bullshit saying that we were 
authorized to come up here to visit the 
Kuwaiti armored brigade. 

We simply typed in the minister of 
information’s name and had an Arab friend 
sign it in Arabic. He then wrote an 
additional bullshit message at the bottom 
in Arabic. The concept here was to confuse 
anyone we might run into — either Saudi 
or American — who would give us a 
difficult time. Always forge documents 
that are so vague they never can be traced 
back to anyone in the combat area. 

Prior to our departure, the Saudi 
minister of information had published a 
directive denying all journalists travel to 
anywhere in the general AO where we 
have been operating. The memo also said 
no journalists were allowed to wear 
military uniforms. 

Well, of course, everybody was not 
following the minister’s wishes. There 
were about 40 correspondents in the area. 
When I came up here with Mike Williams 
a week ago, we ran into a journalist who 
said he had a contact in one of the military 
units who said there was going to be a 
sweep to police up all the journalists and 
send them back. That hasn’t happened yet. 

We theorized a number of journalists 
create rumors of this nature to serve their 

Brown grabs an AK for a quick pose on 
berm near Kuwait border. Desert camies 
helped “smoke and mirror” him by Saudi 
check points. Photo: Faisel 
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Reserves. Whatever gets the job done. 

Another amusing scam: A group a 
British reporters drove up to a British 
installation with a military-looking vehicle 
where a young guard asked for the 
password. An authoritarian voice in the 
back of the vehicle responded with vigor 
and started chewing out the young troop’s 
ass, telling him that he wanted to see the 


general. 

The kid was quaking when the tirade 
finished. The Brit journalist then asked the 
troop if he knew the password. The troop 
told him not only the password, but also 
the response. The journalists proceeded on 
into headquarters. “Smoke and mirrors.” 

I still haven’t completely figured out the 
story on Sheik Mubarek. He is apparently 
wealthy and claims to own a 100-square- 
kilometer farm between Dhahran and 
Riyadh. He is not in the army. He is 
apparently in the construction business 
and is in charge of building support 
facilities and roads. 

He claims to be from one of the 10 most 
powerful tribes in Saudi Arabia, and that 


Iraqi fortifications were a bad joke in the area of southern Kuwait penetrated by Saudi 
and Kuwaiti armored units. Mines in mine fields were not concealed; overhead cover 
on fighting positions and bunkers were minimal. Trenches were only waist-deep. 
Photos: Robert K. Brown 


own purposes, for example to scare off 
other journalists. This certainly could be 
true. In any case, the old adage that all is 
fair in love and war could also be twisted 
to say all is fair in love and journalism. 
This was a “cut-throat, screw your buddy, 
look out for yourself” scenario. Rules are 
for suckers who will never get to where the 
action is. 


1829 hours 


The Sheik is on 
a trip where he is 
apparently arrang¬ 
ing to move a lot of 
heavy equipment 
up to the Kuwaiti 
border. For what¬ 
ever reason, he 
said he couldn’t 
take me with him 
tonight, but would 
tomorrow. At least 
I’m slowly getting 
closer to where the 
action is. 

One of the reas¬ 
ons for my camp¬ 
ing here in the 
desert, is the hope 
that Mubarek can 
get me in with the 
Egyptians. If that 
happens, 1 can 
hook up with recon 
units and get 
across the border, 
perhaps observe 
some of the fight¬ 
ing. We shall see. 
This is obviously 
the best shot I’ve 
had to date. 


2016 hours 


Just came back 
from having tea 
and dates with the 
Bedouins. The city 
Arabs that I met in 
Riyadh simply 
didn’t do much for 
me. They seemed 
rather soft and 
effete. The Bed¬ 
ouins, however, are Saudi Arabia’s 
cowboys, or mountain men — down to 
earth, solid, and with a sense of humor. 
They were a pleasure to be around, even 
though communication was primitive. 

A few reflections: I mentioned earlier 
that this was “smoke and mirrors,” which 
extends not only to bamboozling 
American and Saudi authorities, but also 
editors. 

Larabon, who got permission from his 
home office to drive up here on this op, did 
so only after he told his editor that he was 
coming up here with an American colonel. 
Now that wasn’t a total lie, but certainly 
some omissions were made, e.g., that I was 
a lieutenant colonel and retired from the 


his tribe supported whichever Arabic king 
was responsible for unifying the country 
around 1920. Mubarek’s aide, Faisel, told 
me that Mubarek is highly regarded 
because he assumed his position to help 
the government for no salary, and that 
when the war is over he will assume a very 
significant position in the regime. 

He also mentioned something I heard 
from two other 
Saudi sources: that 
this whole war has 
disturbed the Saudi 
psyche considerab¬ 
ly. They’re puzzled 
and upset that 
they’ve spent so 
much money for 
defense and yet in 
this time of crisis 
they’ve been so 
impotent and had to 
rely on infidels for 
their defense. 

The feeling is that 
the Saudis are going 
to seriously reeval¬ 
uate their military 
capabilities, which 
undoubtedly will 
result in a much 
more powerful mil¬ 
itary machine. 


22 February, 
0745 hours 


An Egyptian 
mechanized unit has 
been moving past 
my tent for the last 
two hours, and ... 
another unit’s com¬ 
ing in to the east 
now with a full 
brigade. The ve¬ 
hicles are well¬ 
spaced so it’s hard 
to get a count on 
how many there are. 
I’m by the side of 
the road looking like 
George Patton giv¬ 
ing them the thumbs 
up — they appear to 
be in good spirits, 
with some motioning for me to get on. 


1012 hours 


Looks like most of the Egyptians have 
passed. The armored vehicles lead the way 
followed by armored personnel carriers 
[APCs], self-propelled guns [SPs] and 
trucks. I can hear B-52 strikes in the 
background. We heard them thumping 
through most of last night. 

I was contemplating hitchhiking. 
However, if I did that, it might put 
Mubarek in the shits. Since he has been my 
host, I guess I’ll be a nice guy and pass. 

It’s hard to know what other 
correspondents are accessing. I guess I’ll 
hang loose here and when Mubarek comes, 


52 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


JUNE 91 































Egyptian M-60 tanks await order to attack 
behind berm located 5 klicks south of 
Saudi-Kuwaiti border. Photo: Robert K. 
Brown 

see if he can get me with the Egyptians on 
the way up front. 

Where do the flies come from? God 
knows what they eat out here, but there are 
10,000 of them per meal. 

1100 hours 

I just chatted with an Egyptian 
lieutenant colonel engineer who said that 
he thinks it’s going to be about two days 
before the main Coalition thrust. What 
we’ve been seeing today is the movement 
of the 3rd Egyptian Mechanized Division 
to their attack positions. 

1211 hours 

I am now on a berm located a few klicks 
south of the Kuwaiti border. 

We saw a large explosion maybe 20 
klicks away, a large black cloud rising into 
the sky. No way to determine what kind of 
ordnance impacted. The Egyptians have 
been placed forward so we are moving 


along the route they apparently used this 
morning. We’re now pulling into a 
construction area. 

We are 5 klicks from the border and 18 
klicks from the main Iraqi defensive line. 
Apparently, this was as good a decision as 
I have made to date ... 

Faisel: This is a very dangerous area 
here. 

Brown: And, Faisel, why do you say 
that it is very dangerous? 

Faisel: Because we are within the range 
of the Iraqi artillery. There was one rocket 
that landed just up the road about a half an 
hour ago. 

Brown: Maybe the Iraqis will shoot 
some artillery and it will be very exciting. 
What do you think about that? 

Faisel: I don’t think that it would be 
very exciting for me! (Laughter). 

1313 hours 

We are moving up with the dozer, 
directly to the bertn. Now the question is 
whether or not they will let me drive the 
dozer to breach the berm, which will allow 
support vehicles to follow the tracked 
vehicles. 


U.S. troops examine abandoned Iraqi T-72 
tank in Kuwait. Note oil well fires in 
background. Photo: Sygma/Langevin 

That would truly be a magnificent 
accomplishment, and this is truly a high. 
The last 48 hours make it all worthwhile 
— the waiting, the B.S., the putting up 
with stupid people — now it’s all 
worthwhile. 

1320 hours 

Suddenly it is all not worthwhile — 
there are some asshole journalists here, 
with a pool. So much for my visions of a 
great scoop. 

The Egyptians have moved their armor 
up behind the berm. There are two APCs 
or trucks between each M-60 tank and 
their tanks are about 75 yards apart. I 
examine the interior of one of their 
M-113s. They are certainly well used but 
in very good condition. Things look neat 
and orderly; obviously a professional 
operation here. 

Behind the line of vehicles and tanks are 
individual foxholes which provide shelter 
from incoming. To the rear we have a 
number of tents spread out over at least 
400 yards back from the berm. Trucks and 
support vehicles are dispersed in case of 
artillery attack. 

It appears from the way they’re 
positioned that they’ll make a linear 
frontal attack. Once they cross the berm, 
that could well change depending on their 
op plans which I am not privy to. We are 
following one of the bulldozers through a 
gap in the wall. Exciting! As we go 
through, we can see a large black cloud 
down range, probably 20 klicks away. 
Anyhow, we are through the berm. 

Egyptian M-113 squadron commander: 
A rocket... 

Brown: What kind of rocket? 
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Burnt out Iraqi vehicles like these tankers 
littered all highways into Kuwait City. Photo: 
Robert K. Brown 


Squadron commander: Aircraft rocket. 

Brown: From U.S. aircraft? 

Squadron commander: Yes. 

23 February, 0823 hours 

Time for some morning observations 
while waiting to see whether or not 
Saddam pulls out today. According to 
Hassan, one of Sheik Mubarek’s workers, 
Bush has given Saddam until “noon 
today” to get out. 

I don’t know whether that is our time or 
Washington time. More Egyptian troops 
have been moving through. It’s difficult to 
determine what unit they’re from, but 
obviously the one Egyptian brigade is not 
all that’s been deployed. 

A few observations on the scenery here 
at my AO. Rain has brought up a fine 
coating of grass all over the desert. If you 
look at it from afar you would think you 
were looking at Kansas wheat fields in 
early spring. 

Coalition forces have sprinkled vehicle 
revetments all over the desert, which 
almost appear as sailing ships on a green 
sea from a distance. This won’t last long, 
as far as the green goes. Flies are still 
everywhere, of course. I actually saw three 
or four dogs out here. Normally the Arabs, 
for reasons unbeknownst to me, don’t 
like dogs. 

But it clears my mind staying out here in 
the desert. I could have gone into Hafar AJ 
Batin last night, and maybe I should have, 
in order to contact Lambon and see what 
success he was having in accessing 
American units. I’m still hoping that I’ll be 
able to tag along with Mubarek and the 
Egyptian troops. 

And the Egyptians are still moving. You 
can read in a military manual about an 
armored division’s table of organization, 
but until you actually see it, it simply 
doesn’t impact on you. They have been 
moving here now, off and on, since a little 
after 0700. 

1004 hours 

I have developed my amusement for the 
day: a field-expedient fly trap, consisting 
of a 2-inch-high glass cylinder teacup, 
one-fourth full of tea heavily laced with 
sugar and milk. I note, flies occasionally 
fall into the mixture. I have found a way to 
accelerate the process. Heh, Heh. 


When the flies walk on the inside of the 
cup, I slap my book down on the rim — the 
flies fall into the tea and drown. How 
satisfying. Right now there are about 15 
casualties. This is a very gratifying 
experience, and the most amusing thing 
I’ve done in the last five weeks. 

To most effectively use this field- 
expedient fly trap, one has to develop 
certain skills. Once the fly is on the inside 
of the cup, one brings the palm of the hand 
down firmly and jolt the fly down into the 
mass of other squirming and obnoxious 
sons-of-bitches. 

Another technique is to wait until there 
are four or five on the inside, then clamp 
your palm over the cup. Then you get the 
tea swirling around up along the sides and 
have them all fighting for their lives (evil 
laughter). 

Also when you bring your — ah, here’s 
another one — palm down firmly on the 
top of the rim, the force will often shake 
the little creature loose from the side and 
plop him down into the gooey mass. In my 
experiments, not a single fly was able to 
escape after becoming stuck in the tea. 
What a pleasure. Oh, yes, it’s tea time 
again. I do not care if I never see another 
cup of Lipton tea. The Bedouin serving the 
tea thinks I’m crazy. At this point, I 
wouldn’t argue the point. 

More B-52 strikes. The remainder of the 
Egyptian division keeps moving north, 
mostly all combat and combat support. 
Occasionally, a Black Hawk in desert 
cammie, scuttles overhead. Faisel told me 
three Scuds were fired at the Bahrain 
airport last night, but doesn’t know for 
certain whether or not they were shot down 
by Patriots. In the latest issue of 
Newsweek it was suggested that a lot of 
Coalition flights had to be altered to deal 
with the Scud threat. So the Scuds are not 
only a psychological terror weapon, but 
are also having an impact on our air 
campaign. 

A reporter from some paper based in 
Cairo just showed up in a flight suit, a 
leather vest, and patent-leather shoes. God 
save us from news boobs. I asked him if he 
was going with the Egyptians if they made 
a ground attack, to which he replied he 
would if he could. I mentioned that I would 
like to go with them, too. He asked if I 
wanted to see Kuwait and, of course, I said 
yes, so we shall see if he can help arrange 
something. Develop new options 
whenever possible and pursue them all 
concurrently. 

With the Egyptian APCs on line behind 
the berm in attack position and the 
movement of combat support this 
morning, I surmise the ground offensive 
will kick off tomorrow, on the 24th (unless 
political B.S. is thrown into the picture). I 
think I’ll go into Hafar A1 Batin tonight to 
see how the other journalists are doing. 

I will be talking to Mubarek later this 
afternoon, so can check to see if there is 
any way he can get me locked in with the 
Egyptians when they move. I should have 


made an effort yesterday when I was up on 
the front line B.S.ing with the Egyptian 
M-l 13 squadron commander. Didn’t think 
of it at the time. 

1643 hours 

We’ve been heading down the road 
northeast of Ruqi, a border checkpoint 
between Iraq and Saudi. It has been eerie 
driving on this road with no other traffic, 
but now we’re starting to encounter some 
Egyptian units. 

We just passed all the dug-in Egyptian 
155mm SPs. I saw an American unit with 
them, but didn’t have a chance to talk to 
them. I guess the American unit would be 
forward air controlers. 

We’ve been watching the sun gradually 
sink in the west. But there is an aura of 
excitement in the air that only war can 
bring. A desert sunset is pretty, but it is 
much more intriguing when there is a 
background of smoke from a B-52 strike 
rising into the air 20 klicks to the north. 

24 February, 0853 hours 

We are on our way to the front. Sheik 
Mubarek has just informed me that he has 
arranged for me to ride with the Egyptians. 
As we bounce along, I still have my fingers 
crossed. We moved from Hafar AJ Batin to 
his construction base camp positioned near 
the SANG compound. 

We brought along Forrest Sawyer from 
ABC-TV News, with his crew. We left 
instructions that when the crew with the 
satellite and ancillary equipment showed 
up, they should be guided to a rendezvous 
point up near the front. The weather is 
overcast and a light rain is falling. 
Onward! 

0913 hours 


Mubarek just told me he’s arranged for 
the ABC News crew to go on a tank with 
the Saudis, and for me to go with the 



About 10 klicks north of Kuwait City on the 
road to Basra, U.S. air and elements of the 
famed 24th Mech Div. created a 100-acre 
junkyard out of fleeing Iraqi vehicles. Photo: 
Robert K. Brown 

Egyptians. That makes me more than 
satisfied, as I think the Egyptians are 
combat tested and probably will see more 
action. Besides that, I would rather be with 
the combat-tested unit. 

We’re getting seriously close to the 
front. On the right, about 20 tanker trucks, 
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both military and civilian, are moving 
toward the front. We can see rear echelon 
units under cammie netting, probably 
about 500 meters away. 

Sawyer says that the military slapped a 
48-hour embargo on all TV pool 
broadcasts. Being out here, Sawyer and his 
men will have a superb chance to scoop 
other TV networks if they can get their 
satellite dish to feed. 

0940 hours 

We are moving forward with rear 
echelon units, mostly ambulances and 
vehicle retrieval systems. Clouds are 
starting to part — it’s clearing up, and 
visibility has increased. Out of the right 
window, I can see what appears to be 
smoke rising from the front lines. We’re 
getting closer. 

We just stopped where there was an 
American team attaching mine plows to 
explode mines on four Saudi M-60S. The 
Marine lieutenant colonel putting them on 
said that plows have to be used instead of 
line-exploding charges, as the Iraqis have 
Italian mines with three baffles. 

Pressure will knock out the first baffle, 

After weeks of air strikes, it was "hands up 
time" for Iraqi troops. One rumor was Iraqi 
commanders ordered all troops to turn in 
white underclothes to prevent surrender. 
Obviously these Iraqis failed to follow 
orders. Photos: Sygma/Langevin 


but the other two baffles can only be 
exploded by actual pressure. The 
Egyptians have not moved out yet; their 
armor is still behind the berm, which 
incidentally was built some years ago as an 
antismuggling barrier. 

1 finally got a fix on our location. To our 
north is the Kuwaiti border, not the Iraqi 
border. We are barreling into the Egyptian 
rear now, apparently looking for the HQ so 
we can liaise with whomever is going to 
put who with whom here. 

It is amazing the amount of equipment a 
division has — columns stretch out as far 


as the eye can see. We are hearing some 
explosions now, rather large stuff, as the 
blasts have to be at least 18 klicks away. 

1210 hours 

We are now trying to find the ABC 
News crew with the satellite dish, 
generator and ancillary items. More air 
strikes rumble in the distance. Above the 
length of the berm is this linear column of 
smoke which comes from hundreds of fires 

U.S. trooper covers Iraqi with M16A2 with 
Aimpoint. Photo: Sygma/Langevin 
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A Pearson Engineering track-width mine 
plow is hastily attached to M-60 tank prior to 
ground offensive. Photo: Sygma/Langevin 

in the Kuwaiti oil fields. 

Apparently, the attack is not going to 
kick off with the Egyptians until 0400. 
Which means I’ll have to wait around here 
for another 16 hours and get up early in the 
morning, which doesn’t make me a happy 
camper. The adrenaline level has dropped 
way, way down and I’m getting bored. 

I explained to Sawyer that I thought 
he’d be better off going with the 
Egyptians. It didn’t seem likely that the 
untested Saudi units were going to play 
any major role in the ground offensive. He 
had an obligation to the Saudis, however, 
and his major objective was to beat out the 
competition. 

He now has about 36 hours to do that 
with the 48-hour news embargo in place. If 
he can’t get a satellite feed set up, he’ll still 
be able to get some of the Saudis and have 
the tape driven back to Riyadh. 

1327 hours 

Still looking for the missing vehicle 
with the satellite dish. We have a problem 
with communication out here. The satellite 
crew and Saudi drivers were directed to go 
to the Bedouin compound; somebody else 
told them to go to the “water point.” At 
any rate, they’ve disappeared ... perhaps 
never to be seen again. Mubarek is most 
unhappy with the world at this point. 

Egyptians are breaking ammo out of 
packing crates and stacking it around their 
long-range 122mm guns; troops are being 
issued web gear with ammo. The time 
grows near. 

1527 hours 

Helter-skelter, the ABC crew finally 
located the satellite equipment and 
vehicles. Seems there was some problem 
with one of the vehicles using 
contaminated fuel. Now they are trying to 
make a decision as to where to place the 
satellite station. 

We have two stories at this time: One 


from the Saudis, that the offensive is going 
to launch from this area and is going to 
kick off at 0400 tomorrow; another from 
Mubarek, who says the Egyptians are 
going to kick it off at 1600 this evening. 
What I am going to do remains to be seen. 
I’ll continue to go with the flow. 

After a couple of interesting adventures 
with Sawyer, I spent the night camped out 
with his ABC crew. Earlier in the evening, 
I was riding with him in his 4x4 trying to 
find the Saudi HQ. As we were driving 
through the Egyptian encampment, I 
remarked to Sawyer, “Smells like skunk. 
They got any skunks around here?” He 
didn’t know. 

A hundred meters later, we were halted 
by a rather nervous group of young 
Egyptian troops wearing gas masks with 
AK-47s pointed directly at us. They 
wanted to know just who in the hell we 
were. It was “open the door verrry 
slowly,” “get out of the car verrry 
slowly” and “raise your hands verrry 
slowly” time. 

We convinced them we were’nt 
terrorists, but decided since we weren’t 
communicating real well, it would be best 
if we did an about face. Obviously the gas 
alert had been sounded, and recollecting 
the “skunk” smell, we put on our gas 
masks. We didn’t die, however, so it was a 
false alarm — not that we didn’t “pucker” 
for a few minutes before it was over. 

25 February 0832 

I looked over the shoulder of the ABC 
News production chief as he read a note 
from Sawyer, who by this time was several 
klicks closer to the front. 

On the note, 1 found the phrase “lose 
Brown” somewhat disconcerting, but 
clear. I told the producer I saw the note, 
and would bow out with no hassles. He 
mumbled some shit about Sawyer having 
to suck up to the Saudis so much he was 
getting scabs on his lips. 

Mubarek had disappeared and I was 70 
miles out in the desert with no ride. 
Watching the last of the Arab forces move 
through the gap in the berm, I was faced 



American troops were greeted as liberators 
as they entered Kuwait City. Photo: Sygma/ 
Langevin 


with beginning the long and unpleasant 
hike back to Hafar A1 Batin. 

And then the last Saudi jeep going 
through the berm stopped. A Saudi MP 
first lieutenant got out. 

Saudi MP: Do you have a ride? 

Brown: No. 

Saudi MP: Would you like one? 

Brown: Oh my God, does a bear shit in 
the woods? Boy, howdy! 

My fortunes had been radically 
reversed. I jumped in and we raced off. I 
was through the berm and on my way to 
Kuwait. 

We soon caught up with the column, 
which had halted for reasons unknown. 
The Saudi MP said we may be stopped 
here for six or seven hours, maybe less. 
Then he was talking to another Saudi. 

Paranoia time. Was he talking to his 
commanding officer? Were they talking 
about who the gringo with the So/dier of 
Fortune cap was? 

Fortunately, nothing came of the 
conversation. We were far enough to the 
rear of the column that no command 
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American advisers on board. 

1500 hours 

I just finished chatting with an 
American major from one of the choppers. 
He’s flying as an adviser to the Saudi 
scouts. They’re screening the right flank. 

His associate told me they took fire 
from a couple of bunkers. They took them 
out, and the Iraqis who were left all 
surrendered — not in ones or twos, but 30 
and 40 at a time. Then the major came 
back and said we would be moving out of 



ABOVE: American Special Operations 
Command troops view British Airways 747 
destroyed during fighting. Photo: Robert K. 
Brown 

BELOW: M-60 tank with nose-mounted 
mine/barrier plow ready to penetrate Iraqi 
lines. Photo: Robert K. Brown 




elements could see me. The farther back, 
the better. The unidentified Saudi took off 
his glasses. They studied them. 
Apparently, they were talking about 
glasses. Great. Now one was laughing and 
the other wasn’t. More paranoia began to 
build. 

1214 hours 

Every time a vehicle goes by, I lower 
my head. Every time the Saudi MP starts 
up our jeep, I wonder where we’re going 
and who might see me. Getting closer to 
the command element, I’m hoping no one 
feels it their duty to let the generals know 
I’m around. 

Next thing I know, I’ve been dumped 
out of the jeep. The Saudi MP says he’ll be 
back for me in about an hour. I hide behind 
a Nissan patrol vehicle. If he doesn’t come 
back. I’ll have some real fancy humping to 
do. At least I have a compass. The question 
now is do I attempt to get another ride, or 
sit here hoping he returns. 

And then who magically appears? 
Mubarek, who says I’m a very impatient 
person. He adds I must not be able to fish, 
as I move around all the time. In any case, 
he says he has permission for me to go in 
any of the vehicles, as long as there is 


room. But he doesn’t designate any 
specific vehicle. We’ll see. 

The last few days have been some of the 
most unusual days I’ve had in a long time. 
But not without some interest. My interest 
increases proportionally to my proximity 
to the front — my interest was way up 
when I was thinking of hiking the god¬ 
damned road through this miserable 
desert. 

Three choppers just landed. Looks like 


Saudi SP crews prepare to fire a prep on 
Iraqi forces prior to ground offensive. Photo: 
Robert K. Brown 

here in about an hour. 

I just met a Saudi prince. The major’s 
associate said I ought to get him to see if 
he could get me a ride, but the 
conversation never quite developed that 
way. Maybe if I lay an SOF patch on him 
he might assist me. If he comes back, I’ll 
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Credit must be given where due. Kuwaiti 
family who hosted Brown for several nights 
and put him in touch with the Kuwaiti 
resistance, give “V for victory" sign after 
liberation. Photo: Robert K. Brown 

make the request. 

And then finally I’m in a vehicle. Out of 
nowhere, an American contractor I know 
shows up. He gets me a seat in a 4x4. 

26 February, 0615 hours 

Last night was tolerable. We borrowed a 
poncho, three stakes and some parachute 
cord from an American liaison, then rigged 
a lean-to on the side of our vehicle. I 
quickly found that sleeping with one’s 
head under the frame of a vehicle doesn’t 
work very well. Looks like we’ll be 
deploying shortly. 

0758 hours 

We started moving at 0750. Heading 
north is a convoy of school busses, which 
I assume is going to pick up the many 
thousands of EPWs (enemy prisoners of 
war). As of this morning word is that there 
are 20,000 in hand, and there’s trouble in 
moving them. We move on, hopefully 
farther than we made in the last 
displacement. 

0809 hours 

We’ve now caught up with the main 
body. Temporary hold here. The other 
column to our right is continuing to move 
forward. I’ve never seen so many military 
vehicles in my entire life. You get a good 
feel for the scope of this operation, 
because the land is flat and there’s no 
undergrowth or any other type of 
vegetation. 

0829 hours 

The gringo who got me a ride remarked, 
“I identify with your situation, so much 
because I’ve been a hitchhiker to wars so 
often ... and damn it, anybody who wants 
to work as bad as you shouldn’t have to 


cover the war with briefings in Riyadh.” 
Amen. I will always owe this dude. I 
invited him to the SOF Convention in 
September. He accepted. Anyhow, we are 
finally inside Kuwait. 

1011 hours 

We are in the third defensive belt of the 
Iraqi position. We just finished looting 
some bunkers. 

1015 hours 

Approaching another Iraqi bunker. My 
goodness, what do we have here? A 
Russian radio would be a superb item to 
auction off for Refugee Relief at the SOF 
convention, but it’s too heavy. 

Iraqi defensive positions are not 
impressive. I wonder if they are 
representative of the vaunted Republican 



Brown receives Kuwaiti flag from Kuwaiti 
resistance. It will be auctioned at the SOF 
Convention. Photo: Robert K. Brown 


Guard fortifications. The bunker I’m 
looking at here has a light framework over 
it, maybe 6 or 8 inches of dirt or sand; 
another one with some logs across it, 
maybe three 8-inch logs, some galvanized 
iron and another 8 inches of sand on it. 

Last night a source explained to me how 
Forrest Sawyer and ABC got permission to 
circumvent the press pool regulations and 
broadcast with the vanguard of the Saudi 
division. Sawyer sent personal letters to 
Lieutenant General Kalid bin Sultan, 


Saudi commander-in-chief, and 
subsequently got an interview with him. 
Kalid was favorably disposed toward ABC 
and Sawyer because Kalid was on 
Nightline and apparently Sawyer does 
Nightline a fair number of times. Sawyer 
told me he couldn’t tell me how he got the 
deal. 

1105 hours 

Brown: These mortar positions as far as 
protection go are dreadful. There is one 
that I am looking at here with a couple of 
4x4s running one way and a couple more 
4x4s crossing them with just galvanized 
iron or tin and about 6 inches of sand over 
them. Wouldn’t protect one from a run¬ 
away camel. And on down the yellow 
brick road. Actually it is kind of yellow out 
here isn’t it? 

U.S. contractor: Yellow, yellow, 
yellow. 

Brown: 1115 hours, this battalion is 
moving out. We are following the 
command track. This is a most impressive 
sight. It is really the yellow desert road. 

U.S. contractor: It is a wide highway. A 
thousand lane highway. 

Brown: Being up on top of the vehicle 
gives you a far greater impression of the 
scope and magnitude of this whole 
operation. It is easy to envision oneself 
being with Rommel or Montgomery 
rumbling back and forth across the Libyan 
desert in ’41 and ’42. A truly awesome 
sight. The weather is cool, the sky 
overcast. A great day for a desert 
offensive. Beats the shit out of blowing 
sand. And it’s stopped raining, too. This is 
like going to a massive, motorized picnic. 
No enemy contact yet. 

1142 hours 

It is starting to drizzle as we continue to 
advance. My adrenaline pump roars right 
along with the growl of the scores of tanks 
and APCs barreling across the billiard 
table-like barren desert. Lawrence of 
Arabia, Attila the Hun, “Jeb” Stuart and 
George Patton must be smiling. I am. 

1151 hours 

We are again approaching the lead 
element of the vanguard of this column. 
Apparently, there is some action going on. 
We don’t know what. Some of the people 
dismounted but there’s no incoming. 

We are going through another defensive 
position, we see occasional craters from 
CBUs (cluster bomb units)...we are now in 
the Iraqi artillery positions. Some Saudi 
vehicles stop and look quickly through the 
artillery bunkers, for loot like the old man 
here. Looks like we are all racing along to 
hit the Iraqi command post up ahead about 
500 meters. Seems to be neither rhyme nor 
reason as to why the Saudis are moving but 
the tracks are moving fast. 

1207 hours 

We are now about 75 meters behind the 
lead tank and we want to get up about 50 
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feet behind it. We are approaching the lead 
tank from the left rear and the lead tank has 
stopped. Lead tank’s just traversed his 
gun; maybe we will get some boom- 
booms. To the left of the lead tank, 
probably at 2,000 meters, it looks like 
there are some antennas, probably some 
kind of Iraqi commo position and/or 
headquarters. 

This is not as gratifying as being a 
member of the U.S. armed forces, but on 
the other hand, I have a greater opportunity 
to be at the sharp end of the sword than 
hundreds of thousands of GIs. There 
would be much to say, though, to be in one 
of these tank turrets punching the bad guys 
down range. “Not like it used to be, but 
it’ll do,” as they said in The Wild Bunch. 

Splitting with ABC has been to my 
advantage as had I stayed with them I 
would have had to stay with their support 
satellite unit and I doubt that I would ever 
have gotten as far as I have now. 

So fuck ‘em. In covering a dozen- 
odd wars and revolutions, I have 
never ridden such an emotional 
roller coaster over such a long 
period of time. The old man 
upstairs is looking out for me 
after all. 

1231 hours 

Ain’t nobody between us and 
the bad guys except one tank. How about 
those cookies! We are headed almost due 
north toward our ultimate objective — 
Kuwait City! Allll-right! 

1254 hours 

We stop. We’re turning around? Going 
back? For prayers? Jesus wept! These 
Moslems pray five times a day, and with a 
three-hour lunch they truly test one’s 
patience. 

1317 hours 

Have turned around, again facing the 
front. 

1450 hours 

We are now linked up with a column of 
APCs, the same battalion we were with 
before. On our left we see a column of 
Kuwaiti APCs buzzing along, about 200 
meters away. The compass shows we are 
going east. 

1520 hours 

We are now pulling onto an asphalt 
road, a high-speed route of approach. Now 
we are hearing the rattle of small arms; no 
one seems concerned because the troops 
are all giving us the victory sign as we go 
by the Kuwaiti units. Saudis and Kuwaitis 
are shooting their FNs and machine guns 
in the air. Everybody is a happy camper. 
Every time we drive by the Kuwaitis with 
a TV camera they think that it is fitting to 
sound off with their FALs on full auto. My 
God, there is a driver shooting without his 
hands on the wheel! I hope the 
motherfucker doesn’t drop his FN another 


15 degrees or we are going to meet Allah 
prematurely. 

We are now following about 18 Kuwaiti 
tanks that are on line. On the left is a 
column ... my God, it runs for tens of 
klicks — supply vehicles and more 
armored vehicles and more supply 
vehicles. We are moving with the tanks. It 
is very difficult to make an estimate of the 
situation; the fog of battle has enveloped 
us — or at least me. 

1547 hours 

We continue to explode through the 
desert. The question is how soon we will 
be in Kuwait City. Of course, I have no 
way of knowing what the intelligence 
picture is. We have heard no news since 
early this morning. No briefings for the 
troops, much less for an SOF journalist. 
The old Iraqis are out there about 3,000 
meters; they could pop one in our vehicle 


just as well as they could into one of these 
lead tanks. It makes it interesting. Twenty 
four hours ago this time, I was looking at 
playing Bedouin-in-the-desert by my 
lonesome. 

1616 hours 

It is still like a thousand-lane highway 
with vehicles weaving in and out with no 
apparent order of march. These guys have 
been in too many camel charges. Most 
vehicles stay 200-300 meters behind the 
lead tank, but not us. No sir, we are right 
up there about 100 meters behind the lead 
echelon which, of course, is gratifying. 
Isn’t this fun! It’s a very strange day and 
visibility is limited to 1,000 meters at best. 
No sun; it looks like we are going into very 
low cloud cover. I don’t know what the 
ceiling would be but it is not worth shit. 
Maybe the plan is to allow the Kuwaitis to 
enter the city first because after all it is 
their homeland. 

At this point, I finally believe that I am 
going to get to Kuwait City. Maybe not the 
first journalist but certainly sure as hell not 
the last, and I’m one of the few journalists 
with one of the attacking columns. I think 
that the observation Joe Galloway, senior 
editor froml/.S. News, made is correct that 
when the ground offensive began, control 
of the press would break down. This is 
certainly true of the Saudis. 

27 February, 0710 hours 

We are now starting to pass destroyed 
enemy vehicles: two or three tanks out 
there, a large transport truck, a tracked 
missile launcher — and down the yellow 
brick road, or in this case an asphalt 


highway, we go. Another tank destroyed 
off to the left. We are making about 60 
klicks an hour. Not too shabby. Once again 
the weather is overcast this morning. It’s 
cool, a little bit of wind, a light smattering 
of rain. On the right we are passing a 
column of Kuwaiti Humvees, quarter-tons 
and deuce-and-a-halfs. We come to a 
road sign: Kuwait City, 49 kilometers. All 
fucking right. 

0757 hours 

Just talked to a trooper from the 2nd 
Armored Division and when I was done, a 
Colonel Sylvester informed me that I just 
walked through a minefield. Subsequently, 
a sergeant told me that it was primarily 
antitank and not many antipersonnel 
mines. Little comfort. I had failed to 
follow the old dictum of walking where 
vehicles had tread. The sergeant major 
said the Abrams (tank) has proved its 
worth — has been taking out 
Iraqi tanks far beyond published 
maximum ranges. The 2nd 
Armored has not lost a tank yet. 

0839 hours 

We’re getting ready to move 
out again. “Gentleman, start 
your engines.” 

1003 hours 

We are on the move into the outskirts of 
Kuwait City again. Ernie Cox, 
photographer for the Chicago Tribune, told 
me that the plan was to let the American 
forces punch a hole through the Iraqis and 
then let Kuwaiti and Saudi forces make the 
triumphal entry into Kuwait City. 2nd 
Armored units are positioned on our left 
flank and Marines on the right flank as we 
move forward. This is a thoroughly 
amazing experience: honking horns, 
stopping, jumping out, taking pictures; 
everybody giving the “V for victory” 
sign, celebration time; and along the road 
a variety of burned out, shot up, bombed 
down Iraqi vehicles. A good place to be 
and the right time to be there. 

1102 hours 

I am sure that this is the first time in 
history that an armored thrust into enemy 
territory has been accompanied by 
journalists in 4x4 commercial vehicles. 
Our new driver, whom I have unfondly 
named “Cowboy,” likes to race with the 
fucking tanks. It is a challenging sport, one 
that I would just as soon take a pass on. 

What we have now is a parade with 
jubilant Kuwaiti citizens tagging onto the 
tail of the military column as we try to 
work our way again up to the front of the 
column. Crowds are lining the street, 
shooting their guns, embracing each other 
and us journalists; cheering, flag waving, 
clasping hands; Arab women chanting 
“alalalala” or whatever that silly-ass 
thing is that they do. I have arrived. I have 
beat the system. What a buzz! It’s not 
Baghdad, but it’ll do.^ 


My adrenaline roars right along 
with the growl of the scores 
of tanks and APCs barreling 
across the billiard table-like 
barren desert. 
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Walking the Wild Side in East Africa 
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I first 1 saw Maralal, the tribal center of 
the Samburu tribe, on my way to 
Richard Leakey’s research camp located 
on Lake Turkana. Maralal is located in 
Kenya’s Northern Frontier District (NFD), 
an arid expanse of hostile wasteland dotted 
with thorn trees, totalling 1/5 of Kenya’s 
territory. 

Maralal, a dusty little town, consists of 
a crossroads with the ubiquitous general 
store and a few “watering holes,” most 
with chicken wire enclosing the bar. 
Elegant Samburu warriors stmt along 
Maralal’s two streets. Proud, tall and 
muscular, these men take particular care in 
their braided and ochred (iron ore- 
pigmented) hair, along with the 
V-shaped ochre designs on their 
chests and backs. 

Though they must leave their 
nearly 8-foot-long throwing 
spears and leaf-bladed short 
swords outside of town, they 
can still carry a knobkerrie — a 
2-foot length of thorn tree wood 
topped with a truck tire lug nut. 

The warriors need this weapon 
to protect their families and 
herds from marauding bandits 
and rustlers, as well as the 
occasional poacher. Also, tribal 
flare-ups occur from time 
to time. 

The occasional tribal police¬ 
man lounges about Ma¬ 
ralal clad in a 
wraparound 
skirt. Most 




Mk I Jungle Carbines with one magazine 
and a few loose rounds. They are the law in 
the NFD. 

I was enchanted by the absolute wild¬ 
ness of the town on my way to Lake 
Turkana, and vowed to return before 
leaving Kenya. I did so two months after 
first passing through. 

Since I intended to stay 
for only a few days, I 
loaded a ruck with 
some food, my per¬ 
sonal first aid kit, a 
spare pair of socks, a 
bundle of twigs from a 
small tree (the bark of 
which contains a mild 
stimulant and appetite 
suppressant), and a 
poncho. 

With only a few 
shillings in my pocket, 

I hopped a “country 
bus” in Nairobi, and 
headed for Nyahururu. 

I made it to Nyahururu 
that day, but couldn’t 
catch a ride north. The 
next morning I rode a 
decrepit school bus 
through Rumuruti and 
Kisima to Maralal. 

I jumped off the bus 
and was instantly be¬ 
sieged by a dozen or 
so teenage boys, beg¬ 
ging me to buy brace¬ 
lets. Grounding my 
ruck at a place called 
Buffalo House, I 
began wandering 
around the town. At 
nightfall, I ended up in 
the Farruga Disco, a 
small, dingy place, lit 
by four colored light 
bulbs and frequented 
by the town’s few 
whores. 

An attractive young prostitute named 
Jennifer made me an offer for about $2, but 
given the widespread VD and AIDS 
among the population, I politely declined. 
Whites were rare here, and the working 
girls were unhappy that I wasn’t buying. 

The next day I met two English girls 
from Operation Raleigh, a Peace Corps- 
type of group. They were stranded and had 
no commo with their base camp. T then ran 
into Wilfred Thesiger, the noted adven¬ 
turer/explorer, on my way out of town, and 
on his advice headed into the hills of the 
Podo Forest. 

Climbing Loikas Mountain, I traveled 
through a Turkana village. Sensing some 
hostility, however, I kept moving. On the 
outskirts of the village, I encountered 

With a little iron ore pigment and a native 
friend or two, author transforms from 
American tourist to Samburu warrior. 
Author’s hair is greased down with iron ore 
pigment and goat’s fat. 


some Samburu men, and stopped to play a 
backgammon-like game. We all drank 
copious quantities of com liquor. I noticed 
there were several young men around, and 
through sign language and a Swahili 
phrase book, found there was to be a 
wedding the next day. The groom and the 
“best man” invited me 
to the wedding. Much 
more com liquor was 
consumed. 

The next morning I 
woke to find that the 
wedding invitation in¬ 
cluded a change of 
clothes. I would be 
dressed as a Samburu 
warrior — my hair, 
chest and back were to 
be ochred. After being 
ochred and dressed, I 
minced along in my 
“Firestones,” sandals 
made from old tires. 

Entering the bride’s 
hut, I joined the warri¬ 
ors as the ceremonial 
wedding bull was 
driven over the fence 
and slaughtered. At this 
moment, the bride, all 
of 15, was being cir¬ 
cumcised. The couple 
was then married. The 
next hour or so was 
spent butchering the 
bull. The hefty, yet 
razor-sharp, short 
swords made short 
work of the steaming 
carcass. 

An orange pigment 
was painted on my 
face, and ornaments 
donated by a few of 
the warriors com¬ 
pleted my ensemble. I 
spent the remainder of 
the morning inside one 
of the smoky huts with several old men 
who alternated between amusement and 
wonder that they had a “white warrior” in 
their midst. We chewed on twigs and 
drank com liquor (my head still reeling 
from the previous night; the stuff was 
definitely not Jack Daniels). 

Many of the warriors were gathering in 
Maralal for the wedding feast. I joined 
them, much to their amazement. I made 
friends with three of them, and it was 
decided that I would live with the clan for 
several weeks. All afternoon it rained, and 
we were shuttled from hut to hut. The 
smoke was nearly unbearable, and T had to 
squat outside in the rain periodically. 

Many of the Samburu suffer from 
respiratory infections and eye problems, 
there being little ventilation in their huts. 
Shortly before nightfall, we all moved 
across the ridge in groups to rejoin the 
wedding party, roughly 5 miles away, and 
danced for the next five or six hours. 



“Adopted” by the Samburu, author was 
able to participate in the “slaying of the 
beast” ritual with his new friends. 



After chewing narcotic twigs and drinking 
corn liquor at Samburu wedding 
ceremony, warriors often became 
hysterical and went into trances. 
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The young men chanted and swayed in 
an attempt to find favor with the girls, all 
about 14 or 15, who were clustered in a 
group and singing. The women were very 
beautiful, their breasts ochred for this 
occasion, with ornate beadwork draped 
around their shaven heads. The young men 
propositioned the girls by whisking them 
in the face with their long, ochred braids. 

Some of the warriors became hysterical 
in their dance-induced trances, and had to 
be subdued. The chanting and humming 
had its effect upon me, as did the com 
liquor and twigs, and everything became a 
blank until I found myself standing near an 
old man. We watched the sun set as he 
smiled at me and bobbed his head up and 
down knowingly. 

As the dancing ceased with the very last 
hint of light, the warriors gathered to¬ 
gether. A small group grabbed their spears. 
Primed for action, I raced down the 
mountain with my new found friend, 
“James.” I wondered what the embassy 
would tell my family, and was wishing 
that I had an Ml6 rather than a knife on my 
belt. I suddenly found myself tumbling in 


the dark. 

The straps on one of my “Fi¬ 
restones” had snapped. A warrior 
dragged me by the arm, and I was 
forced to go on barefoot. Expecting 
rustlers or bandits, I learned we 



SAMBURU 

An Eastern-Nilotic tribe, the Samburu 
are a nomadic Ma’a-speaking people 
akin to the Maasai, whose language they 
share. The 73,600 Samburu live in family 
groupings of five to 10 in oblong huts of 
grass and mud built on a pole frame, 

Pastoraiists, they subsist on the meat, 
blood, and (mostly) milk of their cattle 
and goats. More agriculture has been 
practiced lately in the uplands, with 
maize being added as dietary staple. The 
young boys tend the sheep and goats, 
while the old men and the warriors herd 
cattle. 

The men are circumcised before being 
considered warriors, with the privilege of 
decorating their bodies and hair with red 
ochre. The young girls are circumcised 
immediately before marriage, and are 
always married to a senior warrior who 
has been granted the privilege of mar¬ 
riage. 

New agricultural practices, ranching 
plans, education and greater access to 
the "modern world" are causing cultural 
changes in the Samburu tribe. 


were on some type of impromptu semi- 
ceremonial cattle raid. My liquor-clouded 
brain was having problems figuring out 
what was going on. 

I retrieved my ruck and put on a pair of 
boots after pulling thorns from my battered 
feet. Not even the Samburu go barefoot in 
the bush. James, two other warriors and I 
headed for their clan’s huts, a day’s walk 
away. I was amazed I could carry a pack 
and still maintain the warriors’ long- 
strided pace through the bush. We stopped 
twice to chew twigs; I was grateful for the 
mild narcotic. Pantomiming a rest break, 
they were pleased when I shook my head 
negatively. By first light, we were bedded 
down in a warm, smoky hut. 

Dangerous Swim 

I woke to a hot cup of milky, sweet tea 
and the curious gazes of Samburu children. 
I spent the next three or four days 
attempting to learn the Ma’a language, and 
wandered about the countryside. Days 
went by. In need of a bath, I walked down 
to the reservoir. Knowing that I would risk 
infection with bilharzia (the flukes of 
freshwater snails which burrow into the 
skin and multiply in the bloodstream), I 
went swimming. I rubbed my body with 
sand. The ochre in my hair mixed with 
goat fat was water-resistant. 

New houses had been built, and the 


herds would not start their semi-nomadic 
journeys for several weeks. Anxious for 
some type of action, but mindful of the 
need for a rifle should I head toward the 
Sudanese border to the northwest, I 
safaried over the nearby hills with James 
to Operoi, where the Operation Raleigh 
folks were building a dispensary. 

Picking up another warrior along the 
way, our spear count was three. We passed 
a lion kill. Miles down the track, I found 
several shell casings, some 7.62x51 ram 
NATO and some 7.62x39mm ComBloc. 
My spear suddenly seemed inadequate. 

The view climbing down into Operoi 
reminded me of something from a Tarzan 
movie. In Operoi I found a shallow pit 
— the dispensary project was not going 
well. In charge was a Navy seabee on 
temporarily assigned duty. He claimed he 
was a SEAL in Vietnam, and we chatted 
while I drank his coffee. I spent the night 
wrapped in my poncho and huddled 
around a fire while James hunted for 
female companionship. I’m sure he ended 
the night much warmer than I did. 

In the morning we headed back into the 


hills. Winding up the side of a 
mountain, I got the sweats/chills, 
even though the temperature was 
near 100 degrees. I began vomiting. 
The dry heaves subsided and I 
blacked out momentarily. 




MAU MAU 

Originating in the 1950s among the 
Kikuyu tribe of Kenya, Mau Mau was a 
violently militant nationalist movement 
advocating the expulsion of all whites 
from Kenya. 

The British government of Kenya de¬ 
clared a state of emergency in October 
1952 after a Kikuyu leader and several 
Europeans were killed. Troops were sent 
in from the UK, and by the end of 1955, 
only about 1,500 Mau Mau (and their 
leader, Dedan Kimathi) were left in the 
heavily forested area of the A be rd a re 
Mountains. 

These hardcore Mau Mau terrorists 
were bushcraft experts, more animal 
than man, living off the land and clothed 
in animal skins. Pseudo-gangs of Kikuyu, 
mostly former Mau Mau, were used to 
hunt them down, eventually exterminat¬ 
ing them and capturing Kimathi. Follow¬ 
ing four years of military operations by 
British and Kenyan forces, the conflict 
ended in 1956. 

Although built upon a hatred of whites, 
the Mau Mau killed fewer than 100 
Europeans (63 military and 32 settlers). 
More than 2,000 Kikuyu became casual¬ 
ties, however. Approximately 11,000 
Mau Mau were killed in the fighting and 
20,000 Kikuyu interned in detention 
camps. 


TURKANA 

The Turkana inhabit northwest Kenya 
from Lake Turkana to the Ugandan 
border. An Eastern-Nilotic* Teso- 
speaking group of pastoraiists, they live 
in “neighborhood" groupings. They cur¬ 
rently number about 200,000 in popula¬ 
tion, and are famous for producing Olym- 
| pic gold medalists in track events. 

They subsist mainly upon their herds 
— milk and blood from cattle and a dried 
milk or yogurt — camel’s milk, millet, 
gourds, wild berries and fish (edible Lake 
Turkana varieties include Nile Perch up 
to 7 feet long and Tilapia). 

Turkana women wear a multitude of 
bead necklaces and neckrings of brass 
or aluminum, and cost a bride-price of 
several cattle or camels. Turkana men 
are expert herders and skilled fighters 
r "i with a wrist knife, finger knife or 8-foot 
spear. 

Once isolated from the modern world, 
tourism, hydroelectric projects, fishing 
operations and Christian missionaries 
have now brought them into frequent 
contact with the outside world. A high 
death rate was compounded by the 
incursion of Ugandan raiders during Idi 
Amin’s regime. 

— RK. 
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Attempting to travel despite my illness, 
the next two days were hell. It rained. My 
suede batas , built for the desert, soaked up 
water and my socks rotted off my feet, 
causing blisters. It was a relief to find 
refuge in a warm, cozy hut. A night’s sleep 
in the warm hut and a cup of hot tea 
revitalized me. 


Continued on page 75 


Typical Samburu tribal attire consists of 
elaborate beaded headdress, jewelry, skirt, 
and “Firestones” — sandals made from 
automobile tires. 


Kenya's- gross national product is 
aboui S6 billion; per capita in¬ 
come $350. Primary exports are 
coffee and petroleum products; 
primary import is industrial ma¬ 
chinery. Principal trading part¬ 
ners are Western European 
countries, Japan, the United 
Stales, Uganda and Saudi 
Arabia. 


The Kenyan army, about 13,000 strong, is 
among the best in black Africa. Service is 
voluntary, and there are no organized 
reserves. Ground forces consist of two 
armored battalions, one armored recon¬ 
naissance battalion, five infantry battal¬ 
ions, two artillery battalions, and one air 
cavalry battalion (which includes special 
forces). Although the Kenyan army could 
defend itself against its weaker neighbors 
[Uganda. Tanzania and Somalia), it could 
31 withstand a lull-scale attack It dm 
Etlnopra Kenya also mainlains a small air 
force and navy. 


Daniel arap Moi has been the president of 
the Republic of Kenya since 1978. The 
Kenya African National Union (KANU), led 
by Moi, is Kenya’s only political party. In the 
past decade, Mol has banned politically 
critical publications, outlawed tribal associ¬ 
ations and limited the power of both the 
parliament and judiciary. Some say Moi 
has developed a personality cult. On the 
other hand, he has also released political 
prisoners and extended public education to 
the seventh grade. Kenya is a member of 
the Commonwealth of Nations. 


RECENT HISTORY 


Kenya, formerly a British colony and pro¬ 
tectorate, was made a crown colony in 
1920. British dcjnmafion of the White 
Highlands area, long regarded by the 
Kikuyu people as their terrHwy, was a 
factor leading fc ‘he Mau Mau movement in 
19^2 In 1954, the Brijish began preparing 
Keoya for African cute and mefapcneterioe. 
In '983, Kenya became independent, with 
Jomo Kenyatta as the first president. 


PEOPLE 


Kenya has an estimated population of 
22,600,000, with an annua! growth rate of 
4,2% — one of the highest rates in the 
worid. Swahili is the official language pf 
Kenya’s many ethnic groups, but Bantu, 
Kikuyu and English are also spoken. 
Kenya’s literacy rate is 59%. Approximately 
27% of the population are Protestant: 26% 
Catholic; 19% Animist; and 6% Moslem 
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different units in an 
all-out effort to stop 
the drug plague Narcotics agents got lucky when they 
While conditions seized this opium shipment in Bangkok 
were improved, the headed for Sa.gon ,n the 1960s. 

measures had limited 

long-term impact. In 1981, surveys of personnel within various 
U.S. military units in Europe identified drug usage rates as high 
as 45%. 

The U.S. military ultimately began to recognize that drug use by 
servicemen was a serious problem. By the late 1980s, a major 
antidrug education program, coupled with extensive use of random 
drug-use tests and the expulsion of soldiers and officers who were 
drug users, brought about a significant decline in the use of drugs. 
Today, the percentage of drug users in the military services is well 
below 5%, a tremendous improvement. 

However, aside from the presidential commission study in 
Vietnam, which unfortunately was suppressed, there does not 
appear to have been any serious effort to understand the origins of 
the drug problem. Even today there is no evident appreciation 
within the services as to the origins of the problem. 

Drug usage has been, and remains, mainly the domain of 
criminal investigations units rather than an interest of intelligence 
and counterintelligence. The object is to find the users and kick 
them out, rather than find out what was causing the problem in the 
first place. 

To understand the military drug problem, it is important to begin 
with the Korean War, when the Chinese and North Koreans 
introduced the use of drugs as important military weapons against 
U.S. servicemen. The Chinese expanded their techniques against 
the French during the Indochina War. 

In January 1954, Lt. Gen. Cogny explained to a U.S. Army 
officer. Colonel Molloy Vaughan, that China had been using drugs 


D RUGS were not, as most people believe, a mere 
“social phenomenon” in Vietnam. Rather, they were 
one of the enemy’s most successful weapons —covertly 
employed without the knowledge of even the Army’s 
most senior commanders. 

Indeed, most commanders did not even acknowledge 
they had a problem, let alone know they were the target 
of a massive sabotage operation, until the news media 
and Congress grew concerned. This concern surfaced in 
1968, and then exploded in late summer 1970, when 
heroin addiction began escalating out of 
control. 

Beginning in June 1970, heroin suddenly was 
everywhere. And it was cheap — $1 a vial for what 
would cost $250 in New York City. Consumption 
increased, and deaths due to drug overdose rose 
precipitously from two per month to more than two 
per day. The problem could no longer be ignored. 

A presidential commission was formed to look 
into this situation. General Lew Walt was one of its 
members. Two main sources of the drugs were 
identified: China and North Vietnam. It was also 
clear to the commission, or to Gen. Walt at least, 
that the drugs were a form of political warfare 
being conducted covertly against United States 
servicemen. 


Damnable Orders and Errant Nonsense 


Walt testified to Congress in 1972 that they 
had uncovered reports of widespread opium 
cultivation in North Vietnam and Viet Cong 
involvement in trafficking. One defector told of 
their plans to use drugs to undermine American 
morale and of how their reconnaissance activi¬ 
ties often went undetected because U.S. secu¬ 
rity forces were using drugs. 

All senior Vietnamese officers whom Walt 
talked to were convinced that the heroin 
epidemic was political, not criminal or social, in origin. 
Unfortunately, this view was not shared by senior U.S. 
commanders, who blamed the use of drugs on the poor quality of 
recruits and interpreted the U.S. military problem as merely 
spillover from U.S. domestic turmoil. As Gen. Westmoreland 
stated in his book on the Vietnam War, the drug problem simply 
spread “from civilian society into the Army.” 

Even the presidential commission that Gen. Walt served on did 
not help. Its report was never released. Those in power did not want 
to risk bad publicity and the adverse effect such information might 
have on their “new initiative” toward China. As Gen. Walt himself 
later remarked to his friend, Gen. A1 Knight, “Keeping silent about 
the role of China was the most damnable order I ever received.” 

Rumors about the role of China did leak out, and, in response, in 
1972 a confidential White House directive was sent to the factious 
executive agencies telling them that the stories about Red China’s 
role in the drug trade were “errant nonsense.” The agencies were 
directed to cease making derogatory statements about the People’s 
Republic of China. 

While the focus of attention was Vietnam and the high 
percentage of heroin addicts who returned from there, by the late 
1960s drugs became a major problem throughout the U.S. military. 
A counterintelligence agent investigating Fort Dix, New Jersey, 
found that 75% of the GIs smoked marijuana; 55% took LSD or 
Methedrine once a week, and 35% took them several times a week. 
Amphetamines or barbiturates were used regularly by 40%, and 
20% were heroin users. 


High In Heidelberg 


In Europe, the problem was even more pronounced than in 
Vietnam. Indeed, the integrity of the U.S. command in Europe itself 
was seriously jeopardized. This motivated a major effort in the 
early 1970s to discipline drug users and punish the traffickers. 

Tens of thousands of soldiers were discharged or reassigned to 
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as weapons against the French and that the drugs were having a 
serious effect on the morale of the French soldiers. Also, they were 
eroding support for the war back in France. This was a new weapon, 
he explained, and was most effective. The United States should be 
wary of it, he advised Vaughan. 

The Chinese decided to expand their narcotics production in 
1957 as part of the “Great Leap Forward,” both to raise money, 
and, as explained by China’s Premier Chou En-lai in 1958, because 
the war in Vietnam was likely to escalate and poppies had proven 
to be an effective weapon for weakening U.S. combat forces. “By 
exporting large quantities of morphine and heroin, we are able to 
weaken the U.S. combat force and to defeat it without even fighting 
at all,” Chou said. 

The Soviets were also aware of the potential of drugs for use as 
military weapons. They even had analyses of the effectiveness of 
drug use during the Indochina War that 
were prepared by French communists 
who were serving in the French 
military during that war. 

It was Khrushchev himself who first 
recognized the strategic importance of 
this “new weapon” and directed his 
people to conduct a detailed study of 
its potential. The study, which was 
conducted by a joint civilian-military, 

Soviet-Czech, science-intelligence 
team, concluded that the use of drugs 
as weapons should be exploited. In 
1955, the Soviet Defense Council 
made their decision: Drugs would be 
used henceforth as strategic weapons 
in the war against the West. 

Cocaine Cadres 

From 1955 to 1960, the Soviets 
developed the strategy for the covert 
marketing of drugs and trained 
necessary intelligence cadres. The first 
main target was U.S. servicemen. The 
objective was first to undermine the 
health and morale of the U.S. military 
forces, and second to weaken the 
overall U.S. defense posture. 

In addition to targeting the services 
directly, indirect attacks were made by 
targeting youth in schools and in the 
inner-cities who were most likely to be drafted into military service. 
By 1960, the strategy was in place, intelligence specialists had been 
trained, and counterintelligence studies of U.S. drug intelligence 
had been completed. Then they went operational — in North and 
Latin America (initially through Cuba), Asia, Southeast Asia 
(Indonesia), the Middle East and Europe. 

The portion of their operations oriented toward the Vietnam 
situation began in 1963 when Czech intelligence, operating as 
Soviet surrogates, were directed to establish training centers for 
drug traffickers in North Vietnam. As described by Jan Sejna, 
former secretary of the Defense Council, these training centers 
were essentially duplicates of ones that had been set up in the 
Soviet Union in the late 1950s. 

In 1964, following the establishment of these centers, the Soviets 
had the Czechs negotiate an agreement with the North Vietnamese 
to begin the production of drugs in North Vietnam and to assist in 
their transportation south through Laos, Thailand, and Cambodia to 
U.S. installations throughout Southeast Asia. 

The North Vietnamese were pleased with this agreement, among 
other reasons, because it placed them in competition with the 
Chinese. The agreement was concealed within another agreement 
that ostensibly dealt with the production of natural rubber. It was 
signed by the North Vietnamese official Premier Pham Yhn Dong 
and Czechoslovak Prime Minister Josef Lenart. 

In 1964, the Chinese were also intensifying their operations. 
They negotiated and signed a secret agreement with the communist 


party of Japan to obtain their assistance in pushing drugs onto U.S. 
servicemen in Japan and Okinawa. Under the agreement, China’s 
counterintelligence performed background security checks on all 
Japanese who were scheduled for recruitment for the 
operation. 

In return for their assistance, the communist party of Japan 
received 25% of the profits. The details on this arrangement were 
provided to Czech intelligence by the Soviet KGB. They were 
given to me by Sejna, who participated in the planning and review 
of the Soviet Bloc narcotics operation. 

In 1965, the Soviet-Czech-North Vietnamese operation was in 
full swing. To complete the picture, the Soviets also opened drug 
operations to ensure that drugs were available not only in the war 
zone, but also in nearby locations where U.S. servicemen went for 
“rest and recuperation.” Czech intelligence services established 
narcotics operations in Australia in 

1965 mainly for this purpose. 

Free Drugs! 

It was also in 1965 that Chou En-lai 
explained to Egypt’s President Nasser 
during a state visit that the Chinese 
were growing the very best poppies for 
the U.S. servicemen. “We will use 
opium to shatter the morale of the U.S. 
troops in Vietnam ... The effects on the 
United States will indeed be beyond 
prediction,” Chou told Nasser. 

It is interesting to note that 1965- 

1966 is the approximate time when the 
drug problem in Vietnam underwent a 
marked increase; 1965 is also the year 
when the Soviets criticized the Czech 
management of the drug operations in 
Vietnam. The Soviets felt the Czechs 
were too intent on making money. The 
first priority was to promote drug 
usage, not make money, the Soviets 
said. 

If the U.S. military will use the 
drugs, give it to them for free, the 
Czech officials were instructed. Their 
objectives were to undermine the 
morale of the soldiers, recruit agents, 
and impair the functioning of officers, 
especially the decision process. The 
primary targets among the officers were the command staff, 
personnel associated with communications and situation analysis, 
and intelligence officers. 

Growth of drug usage was not left to chance. Tactics were 
developed to force the drugs onto unsuspecting U.S. servicemen. 
Many mechanisms were employed. Most important, U.S. and 
Vietnamese servicemen were recruited to become drug pushers in 
return for a cut of the profits. There is always an ample supply of 
such willing participants, especially when command itself is 
unaware of what is happening, salaries are low, and time and 
opportunity are present. 

Second in importance, prostitutes were used to promote the use 
of drugs. Other techniques were also used with great effectiveness. 
Cigarettes laced with very pure heroin were given away free, and 
opium was mixed with marijuana to help induce addiction. Heroin 
was sold under the “label” of cocaine, which was not then 
considered addictive; marijuana (or hashish) was everywhere. 
Machine-made marijuana cigarettes with opium or heroin packed in 
look-alike Marlboro and Kool packages even appeared on the 
scene. 

Drug Ops Stepped-Up 

The impact of the overall drug operations undertaken against the 
United Stales had become so successful that in 1967, the Soviets 
decided to intensify the operation. This was done both to build upon 
prior success and to capitalize on the opportunity to expand 



Drugs and paraphernalia confiscated during week-long 
clamp down at Can Tho airfield in the Mekong Delta, 
Vietnam. 
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operations while the United States’ attention (and that of other 
nations as well) was focused on the Vietnam War. In effect, the war 
was used both as a diversion and an opportunity. 

The Soviets convened a meeting of top Eastern European and 
Cuban officials. Raul Castro was one of the Cuban officials who 
attended the meeting. While plans were formulated to intensify all 
dimensions of the drug operation, special attention was given to the 
operation that was directed against the U.S. military —again, to 
capitalize on the Vietnam War and the opportunity it 
presented. 

The Soviets announced a new plan to create “zones of strategic 
destruction” with drugs at maj or U. S. military bases. The Soviets 
considered this operation so 
important that they assigned 
a senior military intel¬ 
ligence official, Maj. Gen. 

\fesil Fedorenko, the task 
of coordinating the efforts 
of all the satellite 
intelligence services. 

Each country then 
appointed its own 
coordinator who served 
as the point-of-contact 
with Fedorenko. The 
coordinators then 
worked with their own 
intelligence officers 
who were in charge of 
operations in the 
various regions of the 
world where the 
United States had 
military installations. 


Hippy 

Phenomenon 


The impact of 
this effort was felt 
throughout U.S. 
military bases around 
the world, as demonstrated by the previously 
described situation in Europe and Fort Dix. In Vietnam, there was 
also a marked increase in the drug problem, which some people 
mistakenly associated with the aftermath of the Tet offensive that 
had taken place in January. Unfortunately, no one recognized what 
was really happening. 

There was brief opportunity in Vietnam in 1968 to come to grips 
with the problem. When Gen. Abrams took over Military 
Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV), he immediately directed 
an effort to review U.S. objectives and develop a joint strategic 
objectives plan. In developing this plan, an analysis was made of 
the obstacles that would need to be overcome to achieve the 
objective. 

Two problems identified by officers who were working on the 
plan were “drugs” and “combat refusals.” The senior MAC staff 
officers objected strongly to the inclusion of such material in the 
plan and insisted that it be deleted, which it was. Their concern was 
that it reflected negatively on the command and amounted to 
nothing more than “airing dirty linen in public.” 

Obviously, the U.S. military officers, especially the senior ones, 
did not understand that the war was being waged with drugs as well 
as guns. They did not understand that the drug problem was serious, 
was an obstacle, and needed to be addressed with the same urgency 
that would be directed to silencing a key enemy artillery position. 
This failure is understandable. At that time, the senior officer corps 
was, for the most part, not familiar with drugs or their use. To them, 
drugs were a “hippy” phenomenon. 

The capstone of the drug operation in Vietnam came in the 
summer of 1970, two months after the “secret invasion” of 
Cambodia. Heroin suddenly became readily available at the gates 
of all U.S. installations. Consequently, “drug casualties” 


increased. 

In 1971, fewer than 5,000 American soldiers required hospital 
treatment for combat wounds. Four times that number, 20,529, 
were treated for serious drug abuse. As an Air Force Office of 
Special Investigations (OS1) officer recalled, in 1971 the Air Force 
lost more personnel to drugs than to combat. During its 
investigation of Cam Ranh Bay, OS1 learned that more than half of 
the security police were on drugs. 

Cuban Connection 


It would be nice if this were all just history of days gone by. But 
it is not. In 1988, Maj. Juan Rodriguez, a Cuban intelligence official 
prior to his defection, explained the Cuban drug strategy in an 
interview that was published in Miami’s El Nuevo Herald . 

“Drugs are the best way 


to destroy the United 
States. The [Cuban] American G.l. smokes marijuana through 
government is con- water pipe in South Vietnam, 
vinced that by under¬ 
mining the will of 

American youth to resist, they can destroy the enemy without firing 
one bullet,” Rodriguez said. “The foundation of any army is the 
youth, and he who is able to morally destroy the youth, destroys 
the army.” 

At about the same time that plans were being drafted to go into 
Panama for Operation Just Cause, U.S. Special Operations forces 
started thinking about their possible role in the war on drugs. Plans 
for operations in Latin America began to take shape. Largely as a 
result of strong objections from a whole host of Latin American 
countries whose politicians had a finger in the drug money pot, U.S. 
support has been limited to training and non-combat roles in 
support of Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) operations. 

Deploying into either Latin America or the Middle East, U.S. 
troops could not be closer to the source of drugs — and the 
intelligence networks that were so successful in moving drugs into 
the U.S. military services during the Vietnam War — than if they 
were deployed into the middle of the Golden Triangle. 

The drug weapon has been notably successful in the past. 
As Chou En-lai correctly observed, successful “beyond 
prediction.” 


Joseph D. Doug/ass jr. is the author of the definitive book Red 
Cocaine, which deals with covert ComBloc drug operations . He 
currently works as a defense analyst in Washington , D.C. 5^ 
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SOF’s Chief Foreign Correspondent Survives 
New Guinea’s Man-Eating Jungle 

NIGHTMARE 
IN GREEN 

by Dr. Tom Marks 

Photos courtesy Papua New Guinea Post-Courier 

















C ALLING the sopping emerald sponge 
that embraces Papua New Guinea 
(PNG) “forest” is like calling the Bataan 
Death March a hike. Americans who 
fought there during World War II no doubt 
had other terms, for it is as horrendous an 
environment as can be found anywhere on 
earth. The harsh conditions destroyed 
entire battalions before they could even get 
at the enemy. Survivors have nightmares 
in green, still. 

Much American blood was spilled in 
jungle fastness — 360 aircraft and approx¬ 
imately 1,500 personnel remain missing 
from the Army Air Corps alone. Yet today, 
PNG has become virtually unknown in the 
United States. Despite the hellacious fight¬ 
ing, combat that marked the beginning of 
the long road back from defeat and on to 
victory in Tokyo, our memories have 
grown dim. 

Who now, aside from those who fought 
there, can recall names such as the Kokoda 
Trail, “Bloody Buna,” or Rabaul? Who 
can go to a map and point to the location of 
the Coral Sea? The Australians still cele¬ 
brate that memorable sea battle, but Amer¬ 
ica seems to have forgotten. 

It was with all this in mind that SOF 
sent me to PNG, a sprawling collection of 


Bougalnvtlla 


KOKODA 
Buna TRAIL 


Port 




Moresby Moribaiwa 




power projection severely limits its effec¬ 
tiveness. 

There have been regular uprisings so 
numerous and diverse in their origins and 
goals that they defy neat categorization. 
Some emerged from a background of local 
cult activity; others were opposed to 
specific government policies, at least os¬ 
tensibly; still others sought greater local 
autonomy. The ongoing fracas on Bou¬ 
gainville falls into this last category. 

On a more continuous and low-level 
basis, the police are kept hopping by 
constant episodes of clan warfare, now 
made more deadly by the arrival of modern 
weaponry. Gone are the quaint sparrings, 
with an occasional arrow in the buttocks, 
seen in old black-and-white anthropology 
films. At any one time, most of the 
country’s major urban centers are likely to 
be under curfew in an effort to combat the 
growing wave of violent crime. Foreign 
firms fear for their employees; several 
have gone to the extraordinary length of 
having them carry handsets and report in at 
prearranged times with their whereabouts. 

Man-Eating Jungle 

Yet all this seemed far away as I set out 
on the Kokoda Trail. When the Japanese 
arrived on 22 July 1942 with a landing at 
Buna, the drive swept ever onward until it 
stalled in September, a victim as much of 
the elements as of the Allied resistance. 
With some 5,000 troops forward and a 
greater number in the rear providing 
support, the Japanese seemed to have their 

PNG troops return to mainland after 
unsuccessfully tackling terrain of 
Bougainville and guerrillas of the 
Bougainville Revolutionary Army. 


some 600 islands north of Australia. 
Slightly larger in land area than California, 
slightly smaller than Thailand, some 92% 
of the country is covered with rugged 
terrain wrapped in thick rain forest. My 
assignment was to trek the Kokoda Trail, 
the route used by the Japanese in their 
nearly successful assault on Port Moresby 
in 1942. While doing that I was also to see 
what was going on today in this land that 
had once been a household word in 
America. 

Certainly, there is no shortage of action 
today. A diverse nation of approximately 3 
1/2 million people — readers will grow 
accustomed to my use of such terms as 
“about* ’ and “some” and “approxi¬ 
mately,” for nothing is ever really counted 
— PNG is so fragmented that conflict 
abounds. There are 750-800 distinct lan¬ 
guages, and virtually every valley has its 
own quasi-independent clan. The capital, 
Port Moresby, population about 250,000, 
has a modem veneer and all the trappings 
of statehood but exercises only tenuous 
control over the hinterland. So treacherous 
is the terrain that there is only a limited 
road network. The natives get around quite 
well by foot, but government writ is 
extended by air. Naturally, such a mode of 
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goal within their grasp. But it was not to 
be; the obstacles of the trail, amplified by 
aerial bombardment, proved too great. 
Forward troops made it to loribaiwa, 
almost the last village before Port 
Moresby. 

For my own assault, I had no 5,000 men. 
There were, in fact, only two others: light 
machine gunner Nicolas Claude Loubier, 
23, of the renowned French-Canadian 
22nd Regiment, headquartered in Quebec, 
and our guide, Thomas Bogajiwai, 20, 
younger brother of the equally renowned 
(at least in Papua New Guinea) Osborne 
“Bonnie” Bogajiwai. 

“Bonnie” holds the world record for 
crossing the Kokoda Trail’s “traveled” 
portion, the 100 kilometers from Kokoda 
itself to Ower’s Comer (some distance 
from Port Moresby). Our time frame, 
coming in the midst of a week-long string 
of “dry” days (which means it only rains 
“a little” each day), called for an 11-day 
crossing. Bonnie, on 29 May 1986, 
romped home in an incredible 28 hours 14 
minutes. I don’t know if Thomas has ever 
clocked himself, but, as I was to learn, he 
is definitely from the same family! 

We selected July to coincide with the 
months the actual fighting occurred in 
1942. The Japanese had selected the 
“dry” season for their assault. One 
notable World War II memoir claimed that 
“the jungle is neutral,” but it seemed 
anything but neutral as we humped along. 
The elements were awful. Temperatures 
hovered in the 90-100 degree range; the 
humidity was 90%. Bugs swarmed, and 
brief rests ended abruptly as we scrambled 
up to avoid the charge of leeches across the 
jungle floor, making for our body heat. By 
day we broiled, at night the chilling cold 
prevented sleep. Rain appeared at all 
hours. 


PNG troops claim 7.62x51 mm NATO 
LIAIs provided by Australian government 
for their battle with Bougainville guerrillas. 

All this was child’s play when 
compared to the terrain. It is not the 
distance that is exhausting but its 
configuration, an endless sawtooth of 
grades labelled “steep very tiresome” on 
our map. Touted as one of the 10 toughest 
treks in the world today, the Kokoda track 
has been designated a “national hiking 
trail” by the government. There are even 
signs, at start and finish, to that effect. 
Tourists actually show up believing it. 

What they find is wave after wave of 
70-80% slopes that never end. Even as the 
legs begin to labor under the buildup of 
lactic acid, the feet are unable to do much 
save slip and slide over 
the slick clay surface. 

Sometimes the trail is 
visible; often it is not. At 
the bottom of every 
plunge is swamp and 
another opportunity to 
get the legs and feet 
soaked. At one point we 
estimated that it had 
taken us an hour to cover 
what on the map is no 
more than half a 
kilometer. So indispens¬ 
able was my walking 
stick that at night my 
hands remained clench¬ 
ed, as though still 
supporting my weight in 
an effort to prevent yet 
another fall. 

Nights were a treat, 
because villages along 
the way were hospitable. 

A drafty hut with a 


leaking roof is better 
than the raw elements. 
Most important, on a 
pile of dirt atop a raised 
floor, a fire could be lit. 
The cold seemed to take 
care of the mosquitoes, 
but there was plenty of 
evidence they were 
around —malaria is 
ubiquitous (as are a 
wide variety of other 
afflictions). We took 
our pills and prayed. 

As we stumbled 
along I thought about 
what this must have 
been like during 
combat. Trying to hold 
ground in reaction to an 
enemy trying to kill you 
multiplies the dif¬ 
ficulties I have 
described above. In 
combat, the necessities 
of war, like weapons 
and ammunition, must 
be carried, even as 
the energy-draining process of bucking the 
elements goes on. Constant dampness, 
hunger, disease, slippery slopes, insect and 
leech bites ... all magnify tasks which in 
other circumstances might be tolerable. 

The tools of combat can feel like lead. 
During the Kokoda campaign, packs 
reportedly weighed 60 pounds. This, of 
course, did not include weapons. As we 
struggled along we had no such burden. 
My ruck and camera gear were on the 
order of 35-40 pounds. My 6-foot, 
normally 160-pound frame was soon down 
to 148.1 was to learn later that I had picked 
up hookworm, but all I knew at the time 

Who can foget the famous World War II 
photo of the wounded allied soldier... being 
gently led to safety by a Papuan? 
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was that the going kept getting tougher. 

The story of the Kapa Kapa Track gives 
an idea of the ordeal the troops endured 
during World War II. As the Japanese 
drove toward Port Moresby, General 
Douglas MacArthur’s staff conceived of a 
plan to send an American force through the 
jungle in a flanking movement. On the 
maps at headquarters, the Kapa Kapa 
Track neatly intersected the Kokoda Trail, 
the main avenue of advance for the enemy, 
at a point behind the Japanese front 


Already, the harsh terrain of the 
Kokoda Trail had exacted a 
fearsome toll from both sides. 
Running from Buna, on the north 
side of Papua, to Port Moresby 
in the south (a hitherto minor 
outpost that had become a 
major staging area in the effort 
to stem the Japanese 
onslaught), the trail crossed 
the Owen Stanley Range. 

In places the mountains 
rose to 13,000 feet, with 
the trail meandering 
across its plunges and 
ascents, a minor cut in 
thick jungle — 
hundred miles of 
boiling days and 
freezing nights; of 
rain that at times 
reached 300 inches 
per year; of slick 
clay so non-porous 
that water simply 
ran off it, bringing 
life only to the 
leeches and 
insects. Swarms of 
mosquitoes insured 
that malaria was a 
staple. For the 
troops of both sides, 


burdened by the 
paraphernalia of war, 
it was a nightmare almost 
beyond endurance. The Kapa 
Kapa Track was to be worse. 

According to intelligence 
sources, no foreigner had been on the 
track since 1917. The natives 
themselves would not use it, 
because they thought it was 
haunted. When they finally 
stumbled out the other end, the 
American troops of the 126th 
Infantry Regiment were convinced the 
natives, as always, had their environ- 


PNG troops, despite lessons of history, were not in good 
physical condition. They wore old steel pots, hot clothing 
and carried heavy rifles. They were no match for rebels 
who knew lay of land and traveled light. 


PAPUA NEW GUINEA ARMED FORCES 


When Papua New Guinea (PNG) became independent, the government 
inherited a small, integrated force composed of land, maritime, and air 
elements that had previously been components of their parent Australian 
services. The present PNG military continues to field these three arms. In 
August 1980, a PNG contingent put down the secessionist rebellion in 
Vanuatu at the request of the newly independent government of that fellow 
Melanesian country. Presently, small forces are deployed along the western 
border with Irian Jaya due to anti-Indonesian guerrilla activity on the 
other side that occasionally spills over into PNG. In the past 
there have been numerous incursions by Jakarta’s forces. 
•Army: 3,654 personnel in two infantry, a signal, and 
an engineer battalion. The infantry battalions are at¬ 
tached to 1 Pacific Islands Regiment at Taurama 
Barracks, Port Moresby, and 2 PIR at Moem Barracks, 
Wewack. The force is presently undergoing expansion 
to cope with growing internal security duties. Token 
forces are again reported to be on Bougainville. 

•Navy: 300 personnel with seven craft -—five attack-class 
patrol boats (four Tarangau operational) and two Safamaua 
(Australian Balikpapan ) LCTs; all based Port Moresby. 

•Air Force: 140 personnel with nine aircraft — five C-47 
Dakotas, three N-22B Searchmaster Bs, and one N-22B 
Missionmaster. The squadron is stationed at Nazdap 
Airport in Lae. 

•Defense Agreements: Most foreign defense assis¬ 
tance comes from Australia, with which PNG maintains 
a Defense Cooperation Program. Under the program, 
Australia continues to provide the services of loan 
1 personnel to Port Moresby. Presently, Australia has 

some 100 officers seconded, mainly in technical 
and specialized positions. Australia continues to 
h . pay the salaries of these personnel, as well as 

tT the costs of training PNG personnel in Austra¬ 

lia. Since the start of the current Bougainville 
7** \ tf r crisis, an Australian training team has been 

■ I upgrading counterinsurgency skills. Austra¬ 

lian radio has reported that similar training 
is to be provided by the Malaysian govern¬ 
ment. Australian units regularly operate 
in PNG itself for training purposes. A 
“visiting forces agreement” and “de¬ 
fense cooperation program” are also 
in existence with New Zealand, while 
an “understanding” was apparently 
concluded with Israel in 1984 for 
defense aid. 

^ — TM 


ment pegged correctly. It had taken the GIs 
a week to move just 16 miles. They had 
lost most of their equipment, were 
virtually out of food, and had been 
decimated by disease (their uniforms and 
equipment, perhaps all too predictably, 
were completely unsuited to the climate). 

There was no chance the men could 
fight. The regiment’s second battalion 
could not be made combat-effective even 
after a week’s rest. An entire unit had been 
lost without the Japanese ever firing a shot. 

As for the Japanese, though seemingly 
well-prepared, they could not avoid the 
impact of the environment either. 
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War II, it remained predominantly rural. 
Consequently, it was not that Tokyo’s 
soldiers were any tougher in makeup than 
their opponents. Rather, they were simply 
better prepared because their conditions of 
life in the countryside more resembled 
those of the field than did the 
corresponding lives of the Allies. Hard 
lives produce hard fighters. 

Generally speaking, the more urban the 
background of the soldiers, the more 
training required to whip them into shape. 
It is a process British officers have 
commented upon as they have watched 
their Gurkhas move out of the hills to 
towns. The small men from Nepal still 
make good soldiers. But a great deal more 
training and toughening up are required 
before they get to that point. 

For rural folk, mobility comes from leg 
power. For the “civilized,” it comes from 
machines. It is no accident that the 
overwhelming number of airstrips, still in 
use today, lie on the Allied side of the 
Owen Stanley Range. As first the 
Australians, then the combined Allied 
forces, struggled to stem the Japanese tide, 
they poured supplies into the battle using 
small, often dangerously sited, airstrips. 

These airfields are everywhere on the 
Port Moresby side. On the Buna side, there 
are few. By the time the battle reached that 
stage, the Japanese retreat was so rapid 
that few supply points were needed. The 
Allied troops, in any case, had toughened 
up and could make do with less. 

Such a process, as any who have been 
through Ranger School can attest, can be 
relatively rapid. Jungle can be frightening, 
but often the transition is more mental than 
physical. The only way to survive is to 
learn its ways. 

Retracing the route of the Japanese, we 
gradually settled into a routine, learning to 
walk with shorter steps, to move in bursts. 


lines and an 
increasing ability 
to use air assets to 
move supplies 
transitioned to the 
offensive, the Jap¬ 
anese fell back. By 
November, they 
were back again in 
Buna, which they 
fortified to such an 
extent that it was 
not until January 
that Allied control 
could be estab¬ 
lished. 


Bloody Buna 
“Bloody Buna 


Guerrillas of "Free Papua Movement” fight 
Indonesians on Irian Jaya, on the western 
half of their island. Note use of spears and 
rifles. 


it was called, in grudging tribute to the 
nightmarish conditions of combat. In 
terms of ferocity and sheer demands 
placed upon men and material, the 
Kokoda-Buna campaign had in its league 
only the simultaneous — and much better 
known — Guadalcanal fighting in the 
neighboring Solomon Islands. Both 
actions, together with that at Milne Bay, 
where the Japanese unsuccessfully 
attempted a pincer movement in 
conjunction with their Kokoda thrust, were 
the beginning of the end for Tokyo’s 
defensive perimeter. In both, weather and 
terrain were as great an obstacle as the 
enemy — for both sides. 

Initially, it was clearly the Allies who 
got the worst of the fighting. Certainly the 
Japanese were able to project greater 
combat power at their chosen point of 
attack. Time and again, Australian 
positions were forced to fall back as 
Japanese units outflanked them, appearing 
out of seemingly impenetrable jungle. 
Even as the Aussies staggered backward, 
they found themselves accosted on all 
sides by apparently fresh, 
nimble fighters. 

How to account for this 
seeming ease of move- 1 

ment by the enemy? It is 
fashionable to label as Trj 

“elite” the Japanese on 
the trail, thereby assigning 
them higher qualities than jgBra 

one would expect from 
“normal” soldiers. True, 
the Australians who faced f . ^ 1 

the initial onslaught were 
reservists, and later they 
were regulars hastily 
withdrawn from the 
deserts of North Africa, hardly ideal 

training ground for the Kokoda Trail. 
Nevertheless, I doubt that promoting the 
Japanese to “elite” status explains much 
aside form possibly high motivation and 
morale. 

Instead, in a process I have seen many 
times while covering Asian conflicts, what 
the Japanese had in their units were largely 
peasants from the countryside. Though 
Japan was an industrial power by World 


MacArthur’s flanking movement came in 
October after the Japanese attack had 
already ground to a halt. The supply lines 
and the human endurance of the elite, 
battle-hardened South Seas Detachment 
(NanJcai Shi fa/), essentially a reinforced 
regiment, simply could not meet the 
demands of the advance. 

At first, it had appeared the advance 
would be yet another daring and audacious 
Japanese success. From their forward 
supply point at Kokoda, seized in fierce 
fighting from Australian and Papuan 
territorials (reservists) in mid-August, 
Japanese logistics personnel seemingly 
had less than 60 miles to span to sustain 
their combat units, five reinforced 
battalions (deployed in two regimental 
combat teams). Augmented by thousands 
of impressed porters, they tried mightily to 
do the job. 

When the forward units entered Isurava, 
victory seemed within their grasp. Their 
enemy, three battalions of Australian 
reservists with minimal training, fought 
gallantly but had been forced to give 
ground steadily. 

But they were not the problem. The 
Kokoda Trail was the problem. Faced with 
its obstacles, the Japanese advance simply 
disintegrated. 

The condition of the troops on both 
sides at this point was beyond 
comprehension. In just two months, they 
had reached the limits of human 
endurance. Japanese war correspondent 
Seizo Okada wrote, “Their uniforms were 
soiled with blood and mud and sweat and 
tom to pieces. There were infantrymen 
without rifles, men walking on bare feet, 
men wearing blankets of straw rice bags 
instead of uniforms, men reduced to skin 
and bones plodding along with the help of 
a stick, men gasping and crawling on the 
ground ... some of them lying there for a 
while and struggling to their feet again, 
while others stirred no more.” 

As the Allied forces, aided by shorter 


BRA mans roadblocks leading down to 
Panguna mine. 


We learned the plants that somehow the 
bugs avoided, and tied them in our caps so 
that they dangled about our heads. We 
found solace in the ice cold, rushing 
streams, so clear there was not a rock that 
was not clearly visible beneath the surface. 
Numbed muscles stopped aching. 

And then there were the villagers. To 
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Leaders of BRA: center, Sam Kauona, left, James Sirko and right, Linus Kabutoa. 


them, we were men from 
the moon, strange 
creatures encased in 
strange suits and 
burdened down with 
mammoth bundles. To us, 
they were a breath of fresh 
air amidst stifling 
humidity. 

As is ever the case, the 
locals knew what they 
were doing. Dressed only 
in loose shirt and shorts, 
rarely wearing shoes, they 
moved easily along the 
trail. Virtually all have 
long since converted to 
the Seventh Day 
Adventist faith and 
practice what they have 
heard preached. 

Exhausted, we would 
stumble out of the bush, to 
be greeted with gifts of 
bananas or tangerines. 

Their English was often 
rudimentary, but their 
friendship was not 
constrained by any such 
barriers. When Nicolas 
became lost — he 
disappeared within 100 
meters of me — it was the 
villagers who found him 
several days later. He had 
played it smart, stayed 
near water, and waited for 
the search party. 

Of course the locals 
found him. Who can 
forget the famous World 
War II photo of the 
wounded Allied soldier, 
bandages covering his 
eyes, being gently led to 
safety by a Papuan? We were never asked 
for a dime. They gave out of kindness, and 
we opened our rucks in return. 

The locals rarely carried packs 
themselves. Stashing a few “biscuits” 
(crackers or cookies) in their pockets, with 
perhaps a handkerchief of rice, they 
seemed to have little trouble doing in three 
or four days the trip that 
we planned to take us two 
weeks. Ultimately, the 
weather got so bad that we 
pushed straight through 
and cut days off our 
anticipated trek. We 
simply had to get out of 
there! 

At times we were 
overwhelmed by such 
sheer exhaustion that we slept where we 
happened to pause. At night, particularly 
when there was no village in which to 
shelter, I would lie and listen to the strange 
sounds, curled into a ball in an effort to 
ward off, simultaneously, the cold, the 
damp, and the bugs. What was out there? 
Even on a trek, one can never be too sure. 


Too many strange things occur in PNG. 

When figures appeared in the shadows 
of our fire, it was usually a group of 
travelers on their way to or home from the 
bright lights of Port Moresby. The closer 
we got, the more sparse became the 
population, until at last all that was left of 


anticipated villages were bare spots where 
once had stood huts. Sometimes we found 
single huts with families who had 
remained, but all others had gone to look 
for the pot of gold they expected to find at 
the urban end of the rainbow. 

Few find things as wonderful as they 
hope, which is one reason for the 


mushrooming crime rate. 
As previously rural 
families are tom apart 
under the unfamiliar 
pressures of city life, 
their youth drift off. 
Gangs become surrogate 
families; assaults and 
pillaging become the 
means of gaining access 
to the glittering “cargo.” 
Only the Kokoda Trail 
remains unchanged. 

Battered Bougainville 

The trail’s military 
lessons, though, have 
been slow to sink in, at 
least in PNG itself. Sent 
to Bougainville in early 
1989 to quell the third 
separatist uprising on the 
80,000-inhabitant island 
since PNG independence 
in 1975, the PNG army 
launched what turned 
into a disastrous 
counterinsurgency effort. 
So unsuccessful were its 
efforts to cope with 
guerrillas on their home 
ground, mountainous 
jungle, that all forces left 
in March 1990, and the 
island was placed under 
blockade. 

“We were pulled out 
because we were taking 
more casualties than 
even the civilians!” 
analyzed an army 
rifleman, who had been 
on Bougainville and 
asked that I not use his 
name. 

“Everything is very strange now. We’re 
not supposed to talk to you for fear we’ll 
divulge some national secret —as though 
there is such a thing in PNG! 

“I was over there for a few months, but 
I got back when it became clear it was 
nothing but a bloody awful way to die. We 
were completely unprepared for war in the 
rough terrain. We had 
been to the field a lot 
before we went, but it was 
not real bush training, just 
maneuvering in high 
grass. Our troops were 
not in good physical 
shape, and we used 
standard equipment, such 
as our heavy rifle and 
steel pots. 

“The rebels, though, knew the lay of the 
land and had light arms, homemade 
shotguns, even M16s. I don’t know where 
they got the Ml6s. From the Solomons, 
maybe. They even had some AK-47s. 
When we were ambushed, we’d spray 

Continued on page 84 


The enemy was not the problem — 
the Kokoda Trail was the problem. 
Faced with its obstacles the Japanese 

advance simply disintegrated. 
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WHITE WARRIOR 

Continued from page 63 

The witch doctor in Wamba wanted to 
meet me, the “white warrior.’’ Becoming 
restless I loaded up my few remaining 
possessions, after giving anything 
nonessential to James’ mother. I bade 
James and his family farewell, and moved 
south to Kisima to find a ride east toward 
Wamba. 

Fortunately, I caught a ride in a Toyota 
pickup. I had intended to walk for one or 
two days, but my feet were badly injured. 
Storm clouds broke overhead and I hastily 
rigged a poncho hooch at the Wamba- 
Maralal-Nyahururu “road” junction 
outside the cluster of shacks called 
Kisima. I spent the morning bandaging my 
feet and updating my journal as I waited 
out the torrential downpour. 

Bandit Country 

I eventually hitched a ride in another 
Toyota pickup. This one had three men 
crammed in the front and one particularly 
nasty looking Somali in the rear. They 
were obviously surprised to see anyone out 
here, especially a lone American. 
Grabbing my ruck and poncho I jumped in 
the back. As the Somali in the rear leaned 
out to yell at the driver, I noticed a large 
bone-handled knife hanging inside his 
dirty jacket. 

We stopped in several small settlements 
and loaded/unloaded people and goats. 
One goat decided to urinate on my ruck. In 
each town old crones pawed at me, and in 
cackling Swahili, demanded money. I had 
just enough left for a bus ticket back to 
Nairobi from Isiolo, if I made it that far. 

In Wamba, the driver and the Somali 
with the wicked-looking knife demanded 
payment. The owner of the truck agreed to 
a free ride after I explained my situation. 
The Somali didn’t agree, and I was one 
step ahead when he reached inside his 
jacket. My knife audibly slid from its 
sheath. 

I was sizing up my chances of being 
disemboweled in the dirty street of some 
unknown ville in a Third World African 
nation when a Samburu chief or 
councilman walked over with two 
warriors. The sight of his .303 Lee Enfield 
and my cheerful greeting of “Sopah/” 
were just what the situation needed. The 
Samburu knew of me, and a few choice 
words sent the Toyota pickup crew on its 
way. That I was obviously prepared to 
knife-fight a Somali (none too well-liked 
by the Samburu) on the through street of 
Wamba impressed the warriors. This was 
the most excitement Wamba had seen in 
years. The old men filled me in on the 
happenings around Wamba and the 
problems with bandits near Isiolo, 
Marsabit, and to the north near Sudan. 

The Marsabit area of the Samburu 
Reserve is known as “bandit country.” 
Bands of poachers, bandits, and former 


freedom fighters from East Africa’s 
various regimes, wearing fatigues and 
armed with Kalashnikovs, knock off 
trucks, tourists, and country buses. Old 
fashioned highway robbery is a problem 
throughout the Samburu Reserve. 

After spending some time in Wamba 
and wondering what I would do if 
confronted by bandits brandishing 
Kalashnikovs, I wandered several miles 
further east until I caught a ride into Isiolo. 
Outside Isiolo, I held my breath as we 
passed a police checkpoint. 

Nairobi Street Fight 

Entering Isiolo I asked for directions to 
the country bus station, humped over, and 
purchased a ticket to Nairobi. There I ran 
into a street hustler who quickly bartered a 
goat skin-covered sword/swaggerstick for 
my dirty black T-shirt. After a long ride to 
Nairobi, I spent the morning in the bus 
station compound waiting for first light. 

I could either risk having my ruck 
pockets stripped as I walked through the 
midmoraing crowds of the rough River 
Road area, or encounter muggers on the 
deserted streets at 0600. I chose the latter. 
Shouldering my ruck and gripping my new 
sword/swaggerstick, I headed toward the 
tall buildings and taxi stands of downtown 
Nairobi. 

I noticed two men shadowing my 
movements on the opposite side of the 
street. My neck prickled as I heard 
footsteps closing rapidly behind me. He 
brushed by me making a two-handed grab 
at my Seiko. A diver’s watch, it has a 
buckle band and didn’t strip off my wrist 
as he expected. I caught him with a 
smashing blow to the face. With the ruck 
still on my back, I bared the cheap tin 
blade of the swaggerstick and slashed at a 
second attacker. 

The two on the opposite side of the 
street stopped and the two I’d beaten off 
hovered at a safe distance as I backed off. 
I was fortunate neither was carrying a 
weapon. The adrenaline rush carried me to 
a taxi in record time. I flew out of Nairobi 
one day later, with only one more day left 
on my visa. 

Despite all the warnings I’d heard about 
traveling alone in wild northern Kenya, I 
came closer to real physical harm in 
downtown Nairobi. So much for 
civilization. 

Rob Krott was an infantry platoon leader 
in the l/17th Infantry (Mech). After ETS- 
ing from the Army in 1988, he enrolled as 
a graduate student of anthropology at 
Harvard University.X 


SRI LANKA 

Continued from page 29 

another young soldier sat exhausted in an 
old chair as he observed the enemy 
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position. When I was finished, Deepal and 
I doubled back to the boundary fence. I 
finally had some worthwhile material. 

This was just as well, I decided, after 
arriving at the next location. Compared to 
the excitement of Palaly, Vavuniya 
seemed awfully dull although, I was told, 
the Tigers often let off a few rounds after 
dark. In desperation, I asked to be allowed 
to spend the night in an outlying bunker. 
My request was refused. Instead, a major 
offered to take me along during his rounds 
that evening. 

It was still daylight when we climbed in 
to a Mahindra jeep. The major drove, 
pointing out bunkers and other positions 
along the way. Part of the journey took us 
along a causeway, with paddy fields on 
either side. The major drew my attention to 
the jungle beyond the field on our left. The 
Tigers were somewhere over there. “Have 
you ever been shot at while taking this 
route?” I asked the major. He laughed, 
then said, “No, no, never. Don’t worry.” 

By the time we completed the rounds, it 
was dark. On the way back, we stopped at 
some huts to drink tea with a couple of 
officers. They and the major were chatting 
when there was the unmistakable sound of 
AK firing. Everybody rushed outside as 
more shots were heard, closer this time. 
The major issued an order, and all lights in 
the area were quickly doused. Silence. 
Then, a single shot, and a tracer round 
arced lazily above the trees to our front. 

The two officers fetched their AKs and 
ran off to investigate. Soon after, there was 
a burst of automatic fire. We assumed it 
was the officers but when they returned we 
were told that it had been the LTTE. The 
major made a decision, and ordered me 
back into the jeep. I was horrified. I had 
disliked traveling by road since day one in 
this place. 

Now I would gladly have walked. 
Instead, I found myself sitting between our 
new driver and the major, who had 
borrowed an AK and was promising to 
deal with anyone impudent enough to 
shoot at us. Another armed man sat in 
the back. 


Jeep Ride From Hell 

With headlights blazing, we bounced 
back to the causeway and, a moment later, 
began taking fire. I couldn’t see anything, 
but the cracks were audible even above the 
sound of the engine. I looked at the major. 
“Did you hear that?” I yelled. He smiled 
and said, “It’s all right, don’t worry.” 

There was another shot, and another, 
until it seemed that the whole of the LTTE 
were trying to kill us. Tracer whipped 
immediately overhead and now I glimpsed 
muzzle flashes to our right. In the back, 
our armed escort was rendered useless as 
he was thrown about by the lurching 
vehicle. 

As for the major — he had chosen to 
face left, away from the direction of the 
enemy threat. I glanced at the driver, his 
grim expression illuminated by the 


dashboard’s green glow. The man was 
hunched instinctively behind the steering 
wheel, and I suddenly realized that I, too, 
was no longer sitting straight. It would 
have been farcical had our predicament not 
been so deadly serious. 

We hurtled along that stretch of open 
road for nearly one minute, which is a long 
time when you are being shot at. It is a 
miracle that we weren’t hit. At last, we 
reached the safety of a built-up area and 
took shelter inside a bunker. The firing 
abruptly stopped, then started again, and 
continued for more than half an hour 
before finally quieting down. The respite 
allowed us to continue back to the major’s 
quarters. 

There were no further incidents during 
my stay at \bvuniya. Subsequently, I 
headed south to Anuradhapura before 
continuing to Colombo. 

After returning home, I read of the 
Tamil Tigers’ offer to suspend hostilities. 
The security forces ceased offensive 
operations three days later. Unfortunately, 
there were violations. By the time the 
LTTE officially called off its truce late in 
January 1991, the war had already 
resumed in earnest. 

Australia-based photojournalist Frank 
Noble is a former British Royal Marine 
who has published articles in many 
publications 


AFRICAN ARMY 

Continued from page 35 

called commandos, Citizen’s Force 
units and a few training units, mostly 
operating as light infantry. Obviously, 
these units can be bolstered by artil¬ 
lery, airborne, and even armored units 
from the Conventional Force if re¬ 
quired. 

A system of decentralized command 
gives primary responsibility to each of 
the 10 area commanders, while the 
chief of the army, a lieutenant general, 
exercises overall command from army 
headquarters in Pretoria. Intelligence 
gathering and dissemination is also 
conducted by regional commanders. 

All white male citizens aged 18-55 
years serve an initial one year tour 
followed by 720 days of subsequent 
service in a branch of the military. Of 
approximately 75,000 men now on 
active duty, 60,000 are in the army, 
10,000 in the air force, and about 
5,000 in the navy. 

Much of army training is done at unit 
and command level, but the Conven¬ 
tional Force trains at the Army Battle 
School at Lohatlha, in northern Cape 
Province. Lohatlha is big enough for 
full-scale, division-size exercises em¬ 
ploying live artillery fire, airstrikes, and 
tactical movement for all troops and 
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companion for "Little Black Box". 
#310200 $159.95 


"The Big One’ 

World's Largest 
Survival Knife 
This is the knife you've been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big 10 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports 
men, hunters, fishermen, 
and campers will find 
"The Big One" can take 
it no matter how tough A 
the task. It's more than Jm j 
just a knife. Features: jpi v 

• 5" watertight black 
aluminum hollow jjrafef 

• Liquid filled ^^B 
compass. 

• Rugged black !^Bf 
leather sheath ^^B 
with sharp- 

ening stone. ^^B 


Badges & 

ID Case 1] I 

Flaunt your / 

authority! ’ 

styles 

Professional badges - Special Investigator, Security 
Guard, Special Officer, Deputy Sheriff, Special 
Police, Private Detective. 1-1/2" wide, 2-1/4" high. 
Nickel plated brass. Specify model when ordering. 
Comes complete with badge holder and ID Card. 
#B5 $9.95 


"Phaser" Super Tear Gas 

The safest personal defense product avail¬ 
able. High compression jet spray will stop 
attackers at distances up to 20 feet. Renders 
assailant instantly helpless, causing extreme 
burning to eyes, nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychotics and drug users. Will 
not cause permanent injury. 4-5/8". 

#261201 $14.95 


Crosman C0 2 
Pellet Revolver 

Look-a-like, feel-a-1 ike, 
and shoot-a-iike model of the 
famous .357 Python. Fires .177 
caliber pellets at velocities up to 
390 fps. 6" rifled steel barrel for 
incredible accuracy. Comes with 
6 and 10-shot cylinders. 

#464403 (Retail $85.) 

.177 Cal. Pellets, 250/pkg. 

C0 2 Cartridges, 5 to pack 


"Super Snooper" 

Extremely sensitive, pointable, electronic 
listening device amplifies and feeds all avail¬ 
able sounds through stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off circuit meas¬ 
ures incoming signal and protects you from 
harmful high volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds.; a car door shutting at 5 
blocks; your dog hot on a trail 2 miles away. 
Uses standard 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 

#310300 $99.95 

Bionic Booster increases the receiving sur¬ 
face area 37 times, making it more direc¬ 
tional and powerful. Snaps on and off easily. 
#310301 $39.95 


• Survival 
kit inside 
handle fea¬ 
tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 
#17718 
$29.95 


RAMBO® Knives 

Available at Last! 
Licensed reproductions 
of the actual knives A 

used by Sylvester jM 

Stallone in the 
movies: 4H| 

First Blood, 

Rambo II & . ( 

Rambo III. a/} 


By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet. Mail with check, money order or credit card info 
to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 1831 W. Algonquin Rd„ #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all product and credit card information ready. 
Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 


Each Knife 
comes with a 
top quality 
leather sheath! 


Double-Lock Handcuffs 

Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated. 
#270200 $15.95 

New Thumbcuffs $9.95 


Your Supply Depot, Ltd. Telephone: (708)640-7774 

1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 SF38 


Grenades 
Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are completely 
harmless. Full 
weight with de¬ 
tachable lever 
and pin. WWII 
Pineapple. 

#1721 GO $9.95 


RAMBO® First Blood 

14" overall, 9" stainless 
steel b!ade.#K100 $89.95 
RAMBO® First Blood, 
Part 11:15-3/8" overall, 10" 
stainless steel blade. 

#K101 $89.95 

RAMBO® III: 16" overall, 
11" stainless steel blade. 
#K106 $99.95 


New 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun available. Weighs only a 
few ounces but packs a 70,000 volt bite that will stop 
any attacker. One second jolt causes muscle spasms 
and dazed condition but no permanent damage. 
Under no condition can you suffer a charge-back to 
your body. 1 year warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 

Ni-Cad Battery & Charger #31080 1 $19.95 

New Big Daddy - 120,000 volts of stopping power. 
#310805 $89.95 


State _ Zip _ Phone_ 

Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally purchase, possess or carry air guns, stun 
guns. etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are an adult and there are no legal restrictions 
to purchasing. 


Qty. 

Number 

Descriptimi/Size/Color 

Price 













Charge my: Visa C 

Expiration Date 

Card# 

_ _ Subtotal 

MasterCard Amex □ „.. . . 

Shipping/Hand. 

7% Ta x-lL Res Onlv 
Total 

$5.50 


Bu 

■ 

y Direct & Sa 

ve $$$. 

I Visa, MasterCard & American Express! 

» Call 1-708-640-7774 for Fast Delivery! 
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. AK47 • • * AK 


AK22 • • * AR15 


ACCURATE 
BURST FIRE 


“ABSOLUTELY AMAZING' 
i\mmo 

" a s E „^»’ FortU " e POSTPAID | 

"INCREDIBLE- “ THE CL0SEST THING 

•••Guns Magazine TO FULL AUTO” 

■- ® American Survival 

Guide 



iFA'VAMmmi:: 1 

TRIGGER ACTIVATOR 

YES! This all NEW “Tri“Burst” ,,, with “Inertia- zJi 
Fire™* will enable most any semi-automatic to 
fire 3 to ALL shots at a full automatic-type rate 
legally. The “Tri-Burst” installs in seconds and S 
does not interfere with the normal operation of 
the trigger. 

Get yours NOW while you STILL CAN! 


FOR PROMPT DELIVERY: Cashier’s Check/Money Order. 
Send, Name, Address, Type of Weapon (important) and 
$39.95 complete. Colorado residents add 3%. 


I * NOTE: INERTIA-FIRE"* WILL ONLY FUNCTION ON WEAPONS WfTH 
ADEQUATE RECOIL AND REOUIRES PRACTICE 

DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME 



14, 30-HK91, 93. 94***GALIL^*FNC 


JEFF COOPER'S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 



••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS ••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi¬ 
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con¬ 
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level—introductory, refresher, 
remedial, intermediate, and advanced. 


• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 


• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce¬ 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 

WE ARE “THE FIRST WITH THE MOST” 



For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
^ P.O. B0X401-S 

PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 


units involved. The South Africa Army 
College at Voortrekkerhoogte provides 
command and staff training for officers, 
senior NCOs and warrant officers. 

Many non-white soldiers volunteer 
for the army, and their pay, service 
conditions and career opportunities 
are the same as those of their white 
comrades-in-arms. In the Cape, non¬ 
white soldiers serve in three separate 
infantry units, and there is a black 
company in the active parachute bat¬ 
talion. 

Around the rest of South Africa are 
six other black battalions, five of which 
are ethnically homogeneous, com¬ 
posed respectively of Swazi, Shan- 
gaan, Ndebele, Northern Sotho, and 
Zulu tribesmen. After two years’ volun¬ 
teer service, those interested can con¬ 
tinue their career in the army in either 
the Cape Regiment or in the various 
corps of the Permanent Force. 

Women volunteers also serve in a 
large variety of army professions in¬ 
cluding signals, personnel, logistics, 
intelligence, and public relations. Like 
our own servicewomen, they are not 
given combat assignments. The South 
Africa Army Women’s College pro¬ 
vides advanced training, and after 
completing the course, women can 
continue an army career either full-time 
in the Permanent Force, or part-time in 
the Citizen and Commando Forces. 

Structural components of the army 
are divided into fighting and support 
services known as corps. Infantry, 
armor, artillery, and antiaircraft consti¬ 
tute the fighting corps, while the engi¬ 
neers, signals, technical service, ord¬ 
nance, personnel, finance, catering, 
military police and musicians are the 
supporting corps. Largest of these 
corps is the infantry. All of the corps 
have functions comparable to those of 
similar corps in other armies. 

The South African army is a modern, 
well-organized force, suitable to its 
country’s needs and accurately reflect¬ 
ing the geopolitical situation. Sup¬ 
ported by an innovative and efficient 
armaments industry, and a well- 
educated and dedicated citizenry, it 
remains the best army on the 
continent. 

Current reductions in budget allo¬ 
cations and manning levels testify to 
the success of the SADF, and the army 
in particular, in defeating its enemies. 
Cubans and Soviets, Angolans and 
indigenous terrorists, have been met 
and beaten in battles over the past two 
decades, and have now withdrawn. 
The ultimate purpose of any defense 
establishment, of course, is deter¬ 
rence. The better they have filled their 
active role, the more effective their 
deterrent effect in the future. 

Should their enemies return, the 
South African army will be ready. 

— R Mac.^% 


ARMS OF THE GULF 

Continued from page 47 

kind, the lack of perceived recoil when 
fired from the bipod is nothing short of 
amazing. If bursts are kept to three or four 
shots, the muzzle climb is negligible. The 
accuracy potential when fired from its 
lightweight aluminum tripod is more than 
adequate out to its effective range of 
approximately 800 meters. The handling 
characteristics are excellent, with a 
consequence of exceptionably high hit 
probability in the hands of experienced 
operators. This is truly an outstanding 
machine gun. It is gas-operated with an 
adjustable three-position regulator, has 
Kalashnikov-type rotary-bolt locking and 
fires from the open-bolt position. 

Iraq’s heavy machine gun is the caliber 
12.7x108mm Degtyarev Pekhotnyy (DP) 
Model 38/46, a modification of the DShK 
38 which featured a complicated rotary 
feed system, replaced by a more 
conventional shuttle system on the DP 
Model 38/46. With good reason, this 
weapon is usually encountered mounted 
on armored vehicles. Sans the barrel, the 
receiver group alone weighs 78.5 lbs. 
— 18.5 lbs more than Ma Deuce. Add 
another 28 lbs. for the barrel which has 
totally superfluous radial cooling fins over 
almost its entire length. 

The distinctive bulbous muzzle device 
is moderately effective in controlling 
muzzle jump at the expense of 
considerable side blast and muzzle flash. 
Great balls of fire spew out of the muzzle 
and burning embers of propellant all too 
frequently fly back into the operator’s 
face. All in all, a reliable brute, but not 
quite in Ma Deuce’s class. The 
12.7x108mm cartridge matches the 
accuracy and effectiveness of the .50 cal. 
Browning (12.7x99mm) round. 

Small Arms vs. the Desert 

Desert environments will play havoc 
with any small arms system. When they 
overran Iraqi defensive bunkers, U.S. 
Marines encountered Kalashnikov 
magazines so clogged with sand grains 
that the followers were jammed halfway 
up the magazine bodies. 

Dust-sized particles can be every bit as 
abrasive as sand on a firearm’s operating 
mechanism. The endless argument has 
always been to lubricate or not, and, if so, 
how much and what kind. Deserts 
represent an extremely adverse 
environment for military small arms, more 
so than even a tropical rain forest or the 
arctic. It’s beyond the scope of current 
technology to design firearms that will 
operate reliably, if left unattended, in 
every possible environment. Increased 
maintenance and moderate lubrication are 
the only alternatives at this time. There are 
no magic potions that will preclude the 
drudge of repeated disassembly and 
cleaning. 
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This is not to say that some small arms 
systems are not more tolerant of harsh 
climatic regimens than others. Clearly, the 
Kalashnikov, with its built-in loose 
tolerances, is marginally superior in 
reliability to the Ml6. However, this is 
more than counter-balanced by the M16’s 
greater accuracy potential, better human 
engineering and the more effective wound 
ballistics potential of its cartridge. 

In general, the military small arms of the 
Coalition did not demonstrate themselves 
to be superior to the ComBloc weapons 
lined up against them on the other side of 
the trench. Iraq was quickly crushed in a 
100-hour ground offensive because of high 
technology, air superiority, a massive 
42-day air and artillery bombardment that 
scrambled their brains, and the vastly 
superior training of the non-con scripted 
U.S., British and French troops. 

The Persian Gulf War ended so swiftly 
and was so one-sided that small arms 
development should not be greatly 
affected. Though hopefully the British will 
reexamine their abysmal L85A1.^ 


PIRANHA PATROL 

Continued from page 41 

Ferrarone said, the riverine program has 
improved its mobility, intelligence¬ 
gathering and length of operations. 


“We know absolutely that the 
traffickers shut down when riverine is in 
an area,” he said. “We know it works, but 
you can’t measure it with seizures. 
Because they’re not going to be stupid if 
we’re sitting in a chokepoint on a river.” 

Sherman Hinson, acting director of the 
State Department’s Narcotics Affairs 
Section in Bolivia and a civilian veteran of 
counterinsurgency riverine operations in 
South Vietnam, said denial of the use of 
rivers by traffickers — not interdiction of 
drugs — is at the crux of the riverine 
program’s mission. 

“If you think about dealing with the 
cocaine problem in terms of physically 
stopping all the shipments of the drug from 
leaving Bolivia, Peru, or Colombia, or 
from entering the United States, you 
can’t,” Hinson told me. “The resources 
aren’t there. If that was what we were 
trying to do, we would be doomed to 
failure.” 

He said the goal is to so disrupt the drug 
trafficking organizations, by making them 
constantly move their labs and making 
water transport of their supplies a risky 
venture, that it reduces their demand for 
raw materials, thus lowering the prices 
offered for coca leaves and reducing the 
economic incentive for farmers who grow 
the crops. 

Bribery and Corruption 

Bolivia’s riverine program, established 
in 1988, has “like any new program, had 


its share of troubles,” Hinson said. The 
Bolivian navy had no tradition of 
involvement in counternarcotics work. As 
an armed force, a lot of them resented 
association with the police. And there was 
a lot of corruption — narcotics-related and 
otherwise — in the Bolivian navy. 

“Most of the Bolivian navy is involved 
in the commercial transport of cargo, just 
as most of the Bolivian air force is engaged 
in the commercial transport of cargo,” 
Hinson continued. “They do it for cash, as 
a nation-building service in a country 
where a transportation infrastructure is all 
but nonexistent. It also provides additional 
operating revenue in a country strapped for 
money.” 

Indeed, it is that lack of money that 
makes bribery and corruption what 
Ferrarone called “an extremely serious 
obstacle.” With a per capita income of 
$650 a year among its 7 million people, 
Bolivia is the poorest nation in the 
Western Hemisphere after Haiti. Hinson 
said he has seen “some of the frustration 
of the Coast Guard advisers who were here 
with Snowcap... frustrations at what they 
know the program can do, and what they 
could see that it’s not doing.” 

The riverine mission remains, Hinson 
said, to deny drug barons the use of the 
rivers, provide for the regulation and 
monitoring of legitimate vessel traffic and 
provide a waterborne mobility. 

“We’ve still got problems, but things 
have improved a hell of a lot,” Paul said, 


LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY <nic mo ^toursl 1 - 318 - 222-2970 







AUTHENTIC, HEAVY, FULL SIZE, BADGES 


Miami Vice 
No. Q34....$29.95 


"Dirty Harry" 

No. Q35...„$29.95 


"James Bond" 
No. M127....$29.95 


Hawaii FIVE-0 
No. M-125....$29.95 


KGB 

No. Ml28....$29.95 


Israeli MOSSAD 
No. M129....$29.95 


Military Intelligence 
No. M-130....$29.95 


R.C.M.P. 

No. M132....$29.95 


I Other Badges of Interest 


Private Inves. 
No. M103....$17.95 


Private Detective 
No. M104....$ 17.95 


IQ M105 Official Press (3").$17.95 

□ M107 Special Inves. (3").$17.95 

IQ M108 Special Agent (3”).$17.95 

|Q Ml09Prof. Investigator^") $17.95 

iQQ36 N.Y.P.D. Lt. (3").$29.95 

'□ M121 N.Y.P.D. Det. (3").$29,95 

IQ M122 Texas St.Police (3")....$29.95 
(□ M123 N.Y.P.D. Sergeant(3")$29.95 
O M126 Las Vegas Police (3")$29.95 

J_I 


CIA & FBI ENTRANCE EXAMS! 

FBI 


DEA CLETTEAM 


CLA 

_TRAf_ 

EXAMINATION E 


e ™ 9£E - dOWk 


JUST RELEASED! The Only Com- 

8 lete Guides To The Tests That 
an Launch Your Career In 

The CIA or FBI! Full instructions on 
how to become an intelligence officer! 
Full length sample examinations! Infor¬ 
mation on careers with other intelligence 
agencies! Knowledge reviews! Every¬ 
thing you need to prepare for the tests! 
CIA. ..217 pages, softbound; Limited 

Quantities!....Order No. B146.$19.95 

FBI....220 pages, softbound; Limited 
j Quantities!....Order No. B147.$19.95 


ory 

ment Team is an elite para-milifary force 
that raids illegal drug labs. This special 
FULL COLOR Collector's Print is in full color 
with the CLET team insignia in gold. Full 
size 18" x 24". Shipped rolled for framing. 

_No. P-01.$19.95 | 

SOVIET AK-47 POSTER " 

fCIPDACTBO 


Sub-Sonic .22 AMMO 
from GERMANY! 

(For Silenced Weapons) 

This special hallawn point ammunition has been 
developed for use in rifles and pistols using silenc¬ 
ers or ‘suppressors', When used in any .22 L..R. 
weapon, if eliminates the 'muzzle crack' upon 
firing! Used by intelligence agencies worldwidel 
Box of 50 rounds; No. Q10...$4.95 


From Germany! An elaborate full color 
print of the AK-47! The original was found 
in the German Secret Police HQ in East 
Berlin. This spectacular print is available in 
the US for the first time! Full size 23" x 35!', 
Shipped rolled forframing inoffice or gun 


* Ammunition can only be shipped by UPS to 
lower 48 states! Sorry, no ammo to PO Boxes! 


ui vru iuunud, i-«u. ^ iu.y*4.7J > ui nppw vncu ivi usjiim ly n wf 

_Special! 3 Boxes for $13.00 _| room!_ No. P-77.$9.95 

I Law Enforcement 
Supply Co. (nic inc.) 

220 Carroll-SK St. Box 5210 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 

( Please add N 
$3.00 per order 
l postage & handling 


Address_ 


City/S tate/ZIR_ 


Card » . 

□ 


. Exp. Date- 


^heck| ^8-86^3228 J 
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Order Toll Free: (800) 643-1564 (Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. C.S.T.) 
FAX Orders: (501) 863-0172 (24 Hours/Day - 7 Days/Week) 


A.R.M.S, Scope Mounts - When it's all on the line , only the best will do! 

A.R.M.S. Scope Mounts and Rings are built to exacting NATO Mil.-Spec- 
standards and are used by U.S. and Allied military forces the world over. 
AR- 15A1/A2 see-thru universal scope mount # 2190 $49.95 

HK-91/93/94 see-thru universal scope mount (black) #10130 $166.00 

HK-91/93/94 see-thru universal scope mount (stainless) #10131 $205.00 

FN-FAL LAR standard scope mount (replaces dust cover) #15101 $98.00 

FN-FAL PARA standard scope mount (replaces dust cover) #15102 $120.00 

MIA/M-14 scope mount foundation (use with #15113) #15112 $135.00 

Throw lever Q.D. univ. top scope mount (fits Weaver rail) #15113 $125.00 

Multibase Q.D. univ. top scope mount (fits Weaver rail) #15103 $42.00 

Throw lever Q.D. mount for AN/PVS-4 (fits Weaver mount) #15115 $150.00 

NATO STANAG steel 30mm scope rings (low, med, or high) #15123 $65.00 

1" adapter inserts for # 15123 NATO &TANAG scope rings #15118 $29.95 

NEW Leltz Wild Cat (Combat Acquisition & Targeting) 3.5X Scope: 




developed 

• Q.D. Throw Lever mount for Weaver rail bases (fits A.R.M.S. universal top bases) 

• Guaranteed to return to zero despite repeated detachment and reattachment to the weapon 

• Mount incorporates windage & elevation adjustments and a range dial to 800 m for SS-109 ammo 

• Replaceable green tritium Ught source to illuminate the reticle for superior low light performance 

. . ' ' ' WILDCAT 


• Super tough w/rubber armor (drop tested 1.5 m onto concrete w/8 kg weapon) #V 


CAT $1,195.00 


AR-15's, 1911 type pistols p Huger Mini-14/30% Ruger 
TA'i Center 


Contender's, AR-7's & Shotgun's. 

#2116 $299.50 

#ACOG16 $695.00 


We handle a wide variety of accessories for 
10/22'Sj HK-91/93/94M-l Carbines, AK's, SKS's, Uzi's, ML 
Genuine Colt AR-15 4X quick detach scope w/integral see-thru mount 
Armson A.C.O.G. (Advanced Optical Combat Gunsight) 4 X 32 scope for AR-15 
Armson Trijicon self-luminous Day/Night AR-15A2 front sight post 
Armson O.E.G. (Occluded Eyesight Gunsight) Day/Night sight for AR-15A1/A2 
Cherokee Delta Cheekpiece for scoped AR-15A1/A2 rifles (similar to Colt Delta) 

Colt AR-15 .22LR Conversion Kit (Are inexpensive .22LR ammo In your AR-15) 

Atchlsson Mark III .22LR Conversion Kit for the AR-15 
AR-15 Shotgun Combo Mount (attaches Rem. 870 or Moss. 500 under AR barrel) #M### 15 
Thermold AR-15 30rd. magazine (made of strong DuPont Zytel nylon) #2200 


#2224 

#3AR15 

#2189 

#R6222 

#JC-15 


$25.95 

$219.00 

$75.00 

$164.95 

$139.00 

$69.95 

$15.95 


These are only a few of the thousands of parts and accessories that we handle! 
Send $2,50 for our complete 100+page catalogue. Dealer Inquiries ar e welcomed, 

alt Authorized 
y Parts Distributor 



FED. EXPRESS 
DELIVERY 
ONLY S3 MORE 


L. L. Baston Co., P.O. Box 1995, Dept. SF, El Dorado, Arkansas 71731 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE 

presents 

SOF WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
3-GUN TACTICAL 
SHOOTING MATCH 

SEPTEMBER 17-21, 1991 
DESERT SPORTSMAN’S RIFLE CLUB 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

Patterned after military and police courses and designed to test practical 
shooting skills with rifle, pistol and shotgun. Each shooter is required to engage 
targets before, during and after negotiating man-made obstacles or natural 
terrain features. Course scenarios are those that could be encountered during 
a confrontation with an armed adversary. 

Limited to 210 competitors. 

Over $60,000 

in cash and prizes to the winners. 

To be a part of the World Championship 3-Gun Tactical Match and to receive 
further information, please send a business size SASE to: Michael Horne, 408 
E. Harding, Bakersfield, CA 93308 
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a DEA riverine adviser who served one 
Bolivia tour at Chimore, an isolated 
UMOPAR camp used by U.S. Army 
Special Forces for training in the Chapare 
region. Paul was now serving his second 
tour as a riverine adviser out of Trinidad. 

Like many of the agents assigned, he 
has a varied background: a veteran of U.S. 
Army artillery, a former locomotive 
engineer, a Texas Highway Patrol trooper 
and a U.S. Border Patrol agent before 
joining the DEA in 1986. After attending 
the DEA Ranger School, the U.S. Army 
Jungle Warfare School and undergoing 
riverine training by the Navy's Special 
Boat Unit in New Orleans and Navy 
SEALs in San Diego, he was first assigned 
to Bolivia in 1989. 

According to Larry Leveron, the DEA’s 
riverine team leader, “We started out 
crawling, we've learned to walk, and now 
we’re starting to run ... It’s a strange 
operation we have here, especially 
considering the varied group we’ve put 
together, with several different U.S. 
agencies involved with several different 
parts of the Bolivian government. 

“The main key has to be flexibility. 
You can’t judge success or failure here by 
the same yardstick you might use in the 
States. It’s hard for outsiders to realize all 
the players, all the coordination and all the 
problems peculiar to this environment that 
have to be dealt with.” 

Relaxing with a cerveza Pacena and 
nursing his sunburn after returning from 
the two-day riverine patrol, Bill agreed. 

“We come down here with lots of 
high-tech equipment and different ideas,” 
Bill said. “We come to teach them, but 
they teach us things, too. These guys are 
used to going into the jungle with nothing 
but a rifle and a canteen. We’re trying to 
teach concrete things like boating safety, 
how to read the river, and watch for snags. 

“But there are other intangibles that are 
just as important,” he added. “We try to 
teach military professionalism and 
integrity, and you can’t do that in a 
classroom. The only way to teach that is by 
example. And if we pull out now, who will 
set that example?” 

SOF CORRESPONDENT 
FINDS BOLIVIA’S 
WHOREHOUSES 
NOT UP TO SNUFF 

Sensitive to its reputation as a 
center for clandestine drug labs that 
convert coca paste and coca base into 
cocaine hydrochloride, the people of 
Bolivia’s Beni department are pushing 
tourism as a source of income for the 
undeveloped, cash-poor region, which 
is about the size of Kansas. 

If one likes camping, fishing, river¬ 
boating and wildlife photography, Beni 
is a wonderful place. There is a beauti¬ 
ful old Catholic church in the capital 
city, Trinidad, and a town square with 
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trees inhabited by sloths who have 
been known to piss on unwary gringos, 
much to the delight of local loafers. 
And, the week-long carnival celebra¬ 
tion in mid-February is colorful and 
interesting. But Beni is otherwise short 
of cultural amenities. 

Take the hookers for example. 
Please. You can get laid in any one of 
Trinidad’s three houses of ill fame for 
about $17. But it’s not worth it. And I 
can’t understand how these ladies stay 
in business, unless they have a steady 
local clientele who don’t know any 
better. 

My first stop on Trinidad’s cultural 
circuit was the Palma Sola, a con¬ 
verted movie house on a dirt road near 
the airport. I thought I had slipped back 
in time to a high school prom. A disc 
jockey on stage played the tunes while 
the Johns politely asked the ladies to 
dance. Several of the fat, ugly hookers 
were dancing with each other. And the 
only decent looking woman in the 
place sat at a table with an Old Fart, 
making chit-chat for two hours. 

Excuse me, but I thought the object 
of the business was to turn tricks. Much 
too polite and coy for a whorehouse, l 
thought. 

So I headed over to El Duende 
—The Dwarf — thinking the name 
might imply something exotic. The 
women, only three of them, and all of 
average height, made the sloths in the 
city square look like triathalon competi¬ 
tors. The untempting trio were reclined 
on a stage with their eyes closed, 
ignoring everyone else in the place. A 
Navy buddy went up to ask one if she 
wanted to fuck. She rolled over, mum¬ 
bled something, and he came back to 
the table. 

“Whatsa matter?” his friends asked. 

"Well, she said she didn’t feel like it 
tonight,” he said. "That’s the same shit 
I get from my girlfriend in Panama. I 
don’t get it. Why are they here? How do 
these women make any money as 
whores?” 

"That’s right pal, you don’t get it, not 
tonight or any other time,” someone 
said. 

"It was never like this at Gloria’s,” 
the sailor said, referring to a San 
Salvador sporting house popular with 
U.S. military advisers, meres and press 
pukes. 

Indeed, the women at Gloria’s hus¬ 
tle in the classic sense. If you go in for 
business, they don’t fuck around like 
these wenches from Trinidad. And if 
you just want a cold cerveza and to 
listen to some U.S. tunes on the juke 
box, nobody bothers you. The women 
are better looking and the price is 
about the same. 

But probably no place in Latin Amer¬ 
ica beats the El Trocadero in Lima, 
Peru, for — well, what should I call it, 
local color? The two-story, H-shaped 
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NOTICE 

To 

CALIFORNIA 

RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised In this magazine may or may not be 
lawful for sale in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A. Ail of the following rifles: 

1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 

2. UZI and Galil 

3. Beretta AR-70 (SC-70) 

4. CETME C3 

5. Colt AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 

6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, and Max 2. 

7. Fabrique Nationale FN/fiftL, FN/LAR and FNC 

8. RAMAS MAS223 

9. Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93. HK-94 and PSG-1 

10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

11. SKS with detachable magazine 

12. SIG AMT, SIG 500 Series, and SIG PE-57 

13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48 

14. Sterilng MK-6 and SAR 

15. Steyr AUG 

16. Valmet M62, M71S and M78 

17. Armalite AR-180 Carbine 

18. Bushmaster Assault Rifle (armgun) 

19. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 

20. Mandatl THE-TAC-1 Carbine 

21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 

22. PJKM-68 Carbine 

23. Vfeaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. All of the following pistols: 

1. UZI 

2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 

3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 

6. Sterling MK-7 

7. Calico M-900 

C. All of the following shotguns: 

1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 

2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 
SWD Street Sweeper 

3. Encom CM-55 
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whorehouse was run by the govern¬ 
ment, which sent in the cops at 0100 
each morning to close the doors. The 
wings were divided into the cheap 
dates and the more desirable dames, 
available women of all races and sizes 
resting on their elbows in open win¬ 
dows, where customers could inspect 
the merchandise. 

Some SOF colleagues who ven¬ 
tured in a few years back said they 
opted for the high-price spread: $2.50 
for the standard, extra for any acro¬ 
batic extras or oral endearment, some¬ 
thing Bolivian whores won’t do at any 
price. 

But it’s the little extra attention that 
makes such places pleasant and inter¬ 
esting. 

“I was undressing,” a friend told me, 
“and she told me to keep my socks on. 
The floors get a little messy, she told 
me, and she said she didn’t want me to 
slip on the floor.” 

That kind of courtesy keeps ’em 
coming back. And the ladies of the 
evening in Bolivia could take some 
lessons from their counterparts in 
Peru. 

— J.P. 


James L. Pate, a former associate editor at 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine who has 
spent time in El Salvador and Nicaragua, 
spent 18 days with Operation Snowcap 
personnel in Bolivia in February ’ 91. This 
is the first of a two-part account of his trip . 

Next month, Pate recounts an air¬ 
mobile raid against a remote ranch owned 
by drug kingpins, and a three-day snoop- 
and-poop Zodiac raft operation along the 
Yacuma River around Santa Ana. 

Also in the second part, Pate assesses 
the pros and cons of Snowcap by talking to 
the highly motivated men who operate out 
on the pointed end of the bayonet in the 
war on drugs, and looks at whether their 
obvious dedication is enough to sustain 
the controversial program 


NIGHTMARE IN GREEN 

Continued from page 73 

everything, while the guerrillas picked us 
off one-by-one. 

“With the pullout, we’re being 
retrained. The Australians have a training 
mission here. We also have the experience 
of our units which have been on the border 
with Irian Jaya. But no one wants to go 
back. It’s bloody hell over there.” 

Small wonder it turned out to be such. 
With the exception of minor urban centers, 
Bougainville’s rugged terrain is as thickly 
forested now as it was during World War 
II. Then, it became known principally as 
the graveyard of the man who planned 
Pearl Harbor, Admiral Yamamoto. 


Ambushed by U.S. P-38 fighters as he flew 
on an inspection tour, he died when his 
plane crashed on the southwest side of the 
island. A memorial marks the spot where 
the craft still rests, largely intact (a 
Japanese businessman tourist apparently 
bribed the locals and carted off a wing 
before the authorities got word of the 
scheme and foiled the disappearance of the 
entire plane). 

Monuments are not all that has been 
disturbed on the Jamaica-sized island, 
which lies 300 miles east of the mainland. 
Smack in the middle of the jungle, 
operating since 1972, is the mammoth 
Panguna copper mine, an enormous man¬ 
made hole 4.2 miles in circumference. So 
rich is Panguna, that it annually produces 
— or did —2% of the world’s copper. As 
such, it provided approximately 40% of 
PNG’s export earnings and 17% of total 
government revenue. Unfortunately, it 
also fouled the environment. 

“Tailings” estimated at “millions of 
tons” litter the landscape, and pollution 
has killed off the fish in the affected areas 
of the Jaba River. Small potatoes? Not to 
traditional landowners. 

Led by a charismatic figure named 
Francis Ona and his military chief, Sam 
Kauona, what began as a campaign for 
greater royalties quickly snowballed as all 
manner of grievances surfaced. Taken 
together, they were the voice of a 
traditional way of life under assault. The 
locals were determined not to stand by 
while an unresponsive federal government 
and a runaway extractive economy, 
complete with massive in-migration of 
outside labor, ruined their island. 

An Australian expat businessman, a 
longtime resident of Bougainville, married 
to an island woman, told me, “The basic 
problem is that so much goes out of the 
province and nothing comes in. The 
government never does anything for the 
place. There are more sealed roads in 
Rabaul alone than in all of Bougainville. 
The traditional landowners, in particular, 

I the holders of the real power on the island, 
are very unhappy. 

“When trouble broke out [in November 
1988],” he continued, “Port Moresby sent 
the riot police. They were used to doing 
things the way they do in the highlands. So 
they beat up people, torched some villages 
and houses. Then they picked up a boy 
walking by the side of the road whom they 
claimed had done something. They beat 
him up in the back of a pickup truck, then 
threw him out on the road. He died. But he 
turned out not to be the one they wanted, 
but the son of a traditional landowner. That 
really got things going. Then the army was 
sent in [January 1989]. 

“The army was completely out of its 
depth, completely at the mercy of the 
terrain. The rebels used a variety of 
weapons. The army would fire at the 
slightest provocation but never knew what 
it was shooting at. 

“The rebels, the Bougainville 
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W Exhibitors 

'clash in at SOF’s New East Coast EXPO 

Soldier of Fortune's EXPO, March 13-15,1992, Orlando, Florida 


Our readers have been asking us for a 
Convention/EXPO on the East Coast — one in 
addition to our annual Convention/EXPO held 
in September in Las Vegas. 

They want to see and buy the latest para¬ 
military weaponry and merchandise. They want 
accurate briefings on world situations. They 
want fun-filled adventure for the whole family. 

Our 1992 SOF EXPO, to be held at the 
centrally located Orange County Conven¬ 
tion/Civic Center in sunny Orlando, Florida, 
promises all that and more! 

• The latest weaponry, ammo, clothing, and 
paramilitary gear. 

• More than 400 exhibitors at one EXPO. 

• Seminars by expert speakers. 

• Family excitement at Disney World, Epcot, 
Sea World, Universal Studios and more. 

• Affordable room rates at the convenient 
Orlando Marriott. 

• Free shuttle between the * 

EXPO and the Orlando Marriott. ' - , 

• Free parking for all visitors 
to the SOF EXPO. 

• Children under 16 allowed 

• Convenient access from all ** ‘ * 

East Coast cities. 

• Evening activities are a Fri- /^v 
day barbecue and a Saturday ban- t 1 
quet with live entertainment and 

guest speakers. One complimen- 

tary admission to each exhibitor. *« 

• Adventure and fun for the entire family. 


Soldier Of Fortune Expo 


Action for the Whole Family 

March 13-15,1992, Orlando, Florida 


Exhibitors, we ’ re totally com- 
mitted to your success at our 
Orlando EXPO. We know you'll 
• find the EXPO hall convenient 

and attractive. You’ll also like 
WPL : the huge population of potential 

buyers. Some facts are: 

• More than 7 million people 
within a four-hour drive of the 

• Orlando is a major vacation 

/ destination. 

It * Th° usan ds of persons per 

pjw fjl&i day attending the EXPO. 

® • Advertising for the EXPO 

in all major newspapers in Miami, Orlando, Tampa and 
Jacksonville, and on major TV and radio stations. 

• Ads in national publications including SOF, with 
its 325,000 monthly readers. 

• Support and organization by SOF staff. 

• Bar and food served in the EXPO hall. 

• Reasonable booth, table and hotel rates. 

Reserve Your Space Now! 

Exhibitors are already reserving spaces.Don't miss 
this exciting opportunity to sell your merchandise to an 
entirely new group of potential buyers. For info on the 
SOF 1992 Orlando EXPO call (303) 449 - 3750, FAX 
(303) 444 - 5617. Or mail coupon to SOF 1992 
Orlando EXPO, P.O.Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 


GO FOR THE MAGIC AND MAIL THIS COUPON TO: 
SOF 1992 ORLANDO EXPO 
P.0. BOX 693 
BOULDER. CO 80306 


Yes! Rush me your 1992 SOF Orlando EXPO Exhibitor Packet now! 
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Revolutionary Army (BRA), made 
homemade shotguns that used .50 caliber 
shells. You take the bolt from a door and 
file the end to a point for a firing pin. 
Attach it to a barrel; use pressure to draw 
it back; release —you have a bolt with a 
primitive firing pin. It worked well 
enough. 

“The BRA also made masterful use of 
bows and arrows. They used one they had 
confiscated to kill three soldiers with 
arrows through the throat. 

“They also used the long homemade 
spearguns that are used in deep water. 
They attach explosives and use them in the 
way the Romans used catapults. And they 
set off explosives everywhere after they 
stole mining stocks. The army had to run 
like crazy.” 

Hyperbole? Apparently not. With 
casualties rising, Port Moresby ordered the 
troops back to the mainland and left the 
islanders to their own devices under 
pressure of the blockade. Peace 
negotiations are now ongoing, with a 
tentative settlement reached. Yet the fact 
remains: Despite the obvious implications 
of PNG’s terrain and history, the military 
had found itself singularly unprepared for 
guerrilla warfare. 

Indeed, when called into action by the 
government, it was able to deploy only 
four understrength companies and various 
support units. Even to do that required that 
it strip its forces on the Irian Jaya border, 
leaving but two platoons — and there, a 
guerrilla war continued to sputter, too. 
Insurgents of Organisasi PaJua Merdeka, 
or “Free Papua Movement,” ethnically if 
not racially related to inhabitants of PNG, 
refused to acquiesce in the Indonesian 
occupation of Irian Jaya, the western half 
of New Guinea. Their stubborn action 
frequently (though less so of late) spilled 
over onto PNG soil, leading Indonesian 
soldiers or planes to follow. 

Unable to do much save protest where 
Jakarta was concerned, PNG went after the 
only target it could realistically tackle, 
OPM itself. Or at least it thought it could 
tackle them. In this endeavor it was no 
more successful than it had been in 
Bougainville. Facing a small force that 
knew the ways and terrain of the jungle, 
Port Moresby’s troops could do little save 
seek the proverbial needle in the haystack. 

At this writing, PNG is in the process of 
attempting to make good on its mistakes. 
A multitude of tasks lie ahead. Still, the 
most pressing, obviously, is to turn what 
has become an urban-bound parade ground 
force into a proper field army. For that. 
Port Moresby would seem to have the 
most natural training ground in the world: 
Send them up onto the Kokoda Trail! 

Tow Marks, SOF’s Hawaii-based Chief 
Foreign Correspondent, recently 
completed his doctorate in Political 
Science 
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Enclosed is $._CT, FL & Ml res. add sales tax. 

Or Charge It □ VISA □ Mastercard □ AMEX 
Exp. Date_/_ 

Card #_ 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip_ 

©1991 U.S. Consumer - allow 4-6 weeks tor delivery. 
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C PHOTO CARD"KITS 


only $4.95 

Our Professional quality, laminated photo I.D. system will amaze your 
associates! We provide the cards, plastic laminate and easy instruc¬ 
tions! You provide only a photo. Your I.D. Card can be finished in the 
_ privacy of your home! The result is a distinctive, professional identi-, 

L fication system! The highest quality cards in the US! Lost your original , 
I.D.? Replace it now ! Select From These Kits:_ 

” Bounty Hunter □ Bodyguard 

Special Weapons Permit □ Security Consultant 



MAC-V (CIA), #1 
MAC-V(CIA), #2 
Suppressed Weapons 
Air America Pilot 
Press Card 
Phoenix Program 
Delta Force 
Parachutist, Certified 
SCUBA, Certified 


□ Weapons Specialist 

Any 
Three 
Only 


$11.95 


□ Special Operations 

□ Intelligence Officer 

□ Marine Recon 

□ Special Forces 

□ Seal Team 

□ Pilot 

□ Concealed Weps. Pmt| 

□ Int'l Drivers Permit 

□ Private Investigator 

□ Explosives Expert 

Any 
Six 
Only 


$19.95 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply 

(Nic, inc.) 220 Carroll - S5; Box 5210 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 
24 Jir. Order No. 1-318-222-2970 (FREE catalog) 


City/State/ZIP . 


□ 

Lvisa 


□ 

M/C 


□ 

Check 


□ 

M/O 


. Exp. Date - 


□ UPS COD 
($6,00 Extra) 


LISTEN IN TO 

CELLULAR PHONE CALLS! 





Modified Bearcat scanner will let 
you monitor both sides of conver¬ 
sations on cellular and cordless 
telephones. Phone conversations 
such as love affairs and business 
deals can be heard 15milesaway! 
Ready to use, no assembly re¬ 
quired, only $289.00. (617) 696- 
6368, answered 24 hours. 


FREE WITH PURCHASE! 

Ourdlrectory of broad cast bands 
for government agencies - In¬ 
cluding CIA, SECRET SERVICE, FBI, 
ATF, ARMY, NAVY, MARINES, and 
AIR FORCE. Easily access all local 
POLICE and RESCUE squadsl All of 
the frequencies you ever wanted 
- over 240 pages worth. 
Computer Voice Systems 
67 Badger Circle 
__Milton i MA0218^_ 



AFFORDABLE 
LEGENDS... 


THAT ANYONE 
CAN OWN. 

See your local ^ 
dealer or send 
$2.00 tor color jfc 
catalog. >Jr 


proud to 
present our 
semi-automatic .45 
> caliber legends. 


Auto-Ordnance Corporation 

Box SF-06. West Hurley, NY 12491 (914) 679-7225 


JIMMY LILE 



“The 
Arkansas 
Knifesmith” 


“Imitated 

but 


Designer & Maker 
of the survival 
knives for the 
movies, “First Blood" 
& “Rambo" 


unequaled” 


2721 So. Arkansas Ave., 
Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 


* 

* 

^ r\ /TA W T TV m. T 


THE 



NINJA 

TRAINING VIDEO 

Excerpts of 
TEACHER'S 
TRAINING SESSIONS 

Run By 

Grandmaster 
DR. MASAAKI 
HATSUMI 

Filmed in JAPAN 

For this 

1 of a kind collector's video, 
send money order for $69.95, 
payable to Soke Tapes 

^7 t0 T7 

. /. Soke Tapes , 

P.O. Box 1431 ^ 

Wallingford, Connecticut 06492 
U.S.A. 

Limited supply - order now! 

Running Time Approximately 1 Hour 



FINEST QUALITY & 
LOWEST PRICES 
AVAILABLE IN 
MILITARY AND 
HUNTING EQUIPMENT 

Complete Line of Field & Survival Gear 

FREE! 


FULL COLOR CATALOG 

NAME:_ 


STREET; _ 


CITY: 

ST ZIP 


Mail to: GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

7215 Kingston Pike, DepL SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 
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Address 


Address. 


30 DAY UNCONDITIONAL 
WARRANTY-ONE YEAR 
REPAIR* REPLACEMENT 

1605 W. Sack Dr, Phoenix, AZ 85027 

TOLL FREE! 1.800-736*8018 


'Wi/mmzg. 

Max/Capacity Products Inc. 

Manufecfurws ot Magazines ana Accessories tor the World s Finest Firearms 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST I 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW #16CATAL0G 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A500+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com* 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 


SURFACE FOREIGN $10.95 U.S. $C95 

AIRMAIL WRITE FOR QUOTE send O 


GUN PARTS CORP BOX SF6. W HURLEY. NY 12491 

914*679-2417 FAX 914 6795849 


TRACERS • EXPLODING BULLETS 
SUBSONIC • BEEHIVE™ • MUTLIPLEX™ 
FLAMETHROWER • 12ga DUSTBUSTER 
HEAVYWEIGHT • 12ga STRUNG BUCK 
12ga BLOCKBUSTER • 12ga BUCK & BALL 
ANNIHILATOR-X • & MORE. 

Special purpose, general purpose, and Very 
Unique Accessories shipped directly to you, 

ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOG $2 00 

— NO LICENSE REQUIRED - 

Respond within 30 days and we'll also include a 
coupon for 4 FREE Exploding Targets (a $5 value). 
ORDER YOUR CATALOG TODAY! 

CROWN SPECIALTY CO. 

DEPT. SF, P.O. BOX 17 
ATMORE, AL 36504-0017 

'BEEHIVE and MULTIPLEX are trademarks of Power Plus Enterprise, Inc 




OLDE GLORY FIREWORKS brings 

fireworks to your door! Complete 32-page 
color catalog FREE! For more information 
call TOLL-FREE 1-800-843-8758. 

Void where prohibited. 


OL6e QLoRy 
fmewoRks 

P.O. Box 2863, RAPID CITY, SD 57709 

1.800.843*8758 


BUY AMERICAN 1 

Don’t just sit there! Now you can own the shirts that boast what 
you’ve been saying all along! Prepare to get countless “high 
fives” when you wear "The Hottest T-shirts in the country!” 

• American made. 100% preshrunk cotton 

• Bright red, white & blue design 

• Silk-screened to last and last. 

Also Available: Family version. Same design as above but 
TRAO SUCKS” and “SADDAM SUCKS" is substituted. 

RAUNCHY RAGS 

3023 N. Clark St. • Suite #318 • Chicago, IL 60657 

FILL IN BLANKS (DON’T FORGET YOUR FRIENDS! 
QUANTITY $ 

M L XL 

___ FUCK IRAQ x 12.95= _ 

_IRAQ SUCKS x 12.95= _ 

_FUCK SADDAM X 12.95= _ 

__ SADDAM SUCKS x 12.95 = _ 

$= _ 

Postage & Handling = $2.95 

TOTAL = _ 

Send check or money order. 


i_State_Zip_ 

DEALER INQUIRIES ARE INVITED! 

INCLUDE YOUR PHONE NUMBER (DEALERS ONLY). 


PRIMACY? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become “Invisible’*’ to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT—and MORE! 

Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY SI8.95 


EDEN PRESS _ 

I 11623 Slater "C”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
| Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please edd I 
■ Choice \U FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order) J 
(California residents plesse add 6% tales tax.) | 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. | 


A WESOME 

AMMUNITION 


FOR SELF DEFENSE 


TRACERS • EXPLODING BULLETS 
SUBSONIC • BEEHIVE™ • MUTLIPLEX™ 
FLAMETHROWER • 12ga DUSTBUSTER 
HEAVYWEIGHT • 12ga STRUNG BUCK 
12ga BLOCKBUSTER • 12ga BUCK & BALL 
ANNIHILATOR-X • & MORE. 


Special purpose, general purpose, and Very 
Unique Accessories shipped directly to you, 


ILLUSTRATED 

CATALOG $2 00 


NO LICENSE REQUIRED — 


Respond within 30 days and we II also include a 
coupon for 4 FREE Exploding Targets (a $5 value). 
ORDER YOUR CATALOG TODAY! 


CROWN SPECIALTY CO. 


DEPT. SF, P.O. BOX 17 
ATMORE, AL 36504-0017 


BEEHIVE and MULTIPLEX are trademarks of Power Plus Enterpnies. Inc 
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Front Back 

Quality screen-printed American 
made 50/50 black T’s in adult sizes 
L & XL. 

Send $12.00 check or money order 
(no COD'S please) plus $2.50 P&H 
continental U.S. & military. All 
others include 40% of total order. 

MRN ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 17009 
TUCSON, AZ 85731 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 

1 - 800 - 729-8316 


LEGENDARY ARMS, INC. 

P.O. Box 20198-SOF, Greely Square Station 
New York, NY 10001-9992 • (212) 532-9055 



1. Boyle & Gamble. 

. . . $399.99 

2. CSA Artillery. 

. . . $94.99 

3. Ml850 US Staff & Field . . . 

. $189.99 

4. Ml850 US Foot Officer . . . 

. $189.99 

5. M1860 US Cavalry ...... 

. . . $99.99 

6. CSA Foot Officer .. 

. . $149.99 

7. CSA NCO.. . 

. . . $99.99 

8. M1840 US NCO ...... 

. . . $134.99 

9. CSA Froelich. 

. . . $149.99 

10. Battle Axe.. . . 

. . . $34.99 

11. Civil War Bugle. 

. . . $24.99 

12. M1840 US Lt. Artillery . . . 

. . . . $89.99 

13. Basket-hilt claymore .... 

. . . $124.99 


Send LJ Visa U M.C. LJ Am. Express LJ Ck/M.O. 
NY, NJ residents please add appropriate sales tax 
S&H in continental U.S. add 10% or S8 
Void in States where prohibited by law. 
_Check local laws before ordering._ 


C l A The legendary 
A "gel out of jail 
■ I ■ * ■ free cards" 


Exact reprints of the covert identification cards car¬ 
ried by members of the CIA controlled MAC- 
SOG.CMilitary Assistance Command-Special Opera¬ 
tions Group' in VletnamL.DO NOT DETAIN OR QUES¬ 
TION HIM! He is authorized to wear civilian clothing, 
carry unusual personal weapons, pass Into restricted 

areas, requisition equipment of all types...... 

CAUTION-SOLD AS WAR RELICS ONLY! 


No. C-60 Original, multi-color folding I.D, card!..$5.00 
No. C-45 Second version of the above, Issued in 1971. 

two color, wallet size with laminate.... $5.00 
No. C-53 Air America Pilot’s Identification Card and 
Pass tram Slagcn. Late war issue!.$5.00 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply All 

220 Carroll - SJ; Box 5210 3 fOf 

Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 f>H 

1-318-222-2970 (24h,s) NO COD’S 


TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 


From $98 



AIR FORCE-MARINES v" 

PRESTIGE RINGS you’ll wear with pride. World’s 
largest selection of military rings. Over 1000 combi¬ 
nations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send $1 for full color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO. 

Box 2730 SF1 Apache Junction, AZ 85217 

(Succe*«ori to Royftl Military Jewelry) 


THE HOUND DOG 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtoul the world today, corporations, professional 
men, and businessmen are spending millions annually (o in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The “HOUND D0G“ is a wise investment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the “HOUND DDG" 

The “HOUND DDG“ is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes The "HOUND DOG” sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless of their operating frequency 
The “HOUND DOG” is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the "HOUND DOG” outperforms 
most other units selling for seveial times the price This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us 

Meter Calibrate 



16^inches 

SIZE.. 1.6 x 2.4x8.2 INCHES $ 195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many limes more powerful than other transmBters. 
Transmits up to Vi mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble KK - up to 9V battery (not fncJ.) 


$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping *or Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping lor FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD’s OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality Items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 


BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 



Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 


PYRAMID SURVIVAL KITS 

LIYING UNDER $10,000 



PYRAMID HOME KITS 


» • ADAFTS TO ALL ENERGY SAVING DEVICES 
• SELF COOLING MAINTAINS Oa IN IMa HEAT 
• INSTANTLY MDUOS HEAT DLL 7»* 

• SET UP TO BZ SEUT SUSTAINING 
-NO UTILITY BILLS 
• CAN BE BUILT FOR 1/2 COST 0 T 
conventional housing 

• YOU BUILD OR WE BUILD 

CODES -K30.UBC BOCA. LOCAL BUILDING 
AND ZONING ORDINANCES 
DETD COVENANT RESTRICTIONS 
APPROVALS - FELL / VA / HUD 

BEAUTIFUL 37 FACE COLORED INFORMATION 
BOOK COMPLETE WITH FLOOR PLANS AND 
COLORED PHOTOS ONLY SIAM 
PLUS S.0B SHIPPING AND HANDLING 

PYRAMID FREE STANDING STRUCTURES 
BOX 29488 

THORNTON, CO 80229 
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Basic Locksmith 


Techniques 


INCLUDES: 

• Video (VHS) 

How to Pick Locks 

• Professional Lock 
Picks 

• Instruction Manual 

• Catalog 


SEND TODAY! $79.50 +2.50 

handling $82.00 Check, Money Order, 
US Funds Only) 

-OR- 

Without Video (Same, instruction 
manual, professional picks, catalog) 
$49.50 +2.50 handling ($52.00 Check, 
Money Order, US Funds Only) 


Send $82.00 or $52.00 To... 

AMERICAN SYSTEMS 

2100 Roswell Road 
Suite 200C-223 
Marietta, GA 30062 




LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

* 12 ” 

Add SI.05 Hndi. 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Futiy Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-6-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury. New York 11590 


ASSAULT WEAPON 



ACCESSORIES 


MINI-14 • 10/22 • AR-7 • Shotgun 


100's of 
items !! 


Mounts • Flash Hiders • Mags • More 
„ , M M VENTECH Inc. 

Send $2.00 728 Main St. 

for complete CO 80027 

catalog ( 3 () 3 ) 447-0474 A 


CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLER 

How You can Sava Money 
on Cable Rental Fees S 



lUnit 5 + 

JerroldSBw/Tri-Bi-$99.$70 

SupeiTri-Bi (TBM)_$109....$75 VS Cable will 

Jen-old 450 combo-$189 „$139 Beat Anyone’s 

Scientific Atlanta._S139_$75 puL 

SA 8536_$25a~$i95 •>Xv V™*. 

Pioneer_$109_$79 Advertised in 

Oak KN12 (w/VS)_ $109 ~$65 this Magazine! 

Hamlin MU) 1200,._$89_$59 

Tocom..$169.^129 

Stargate converter-$89.—$69 

Panasonic TZPC145...„.$99_$79 

30 Days Money Back Guarantee 

Free 16 page Catalog 

Visa, M/C, COD or send money order to; 

US Cable TV Inc. Dept. KSF6 

4100 N.Powerllne Rd., Bldg F-4 
Pompano Beach, FL 33073 

1 - 800 - 445-9285 

For Our Record 

I, the undersigned, do hereby declare under penalty of per¬ 
jure that all products purchased, now and in the future, will 
only be used on Cable TV systems with proper authorization 
from local officials or cable company officials in accordance 
with all applicable federal and state laws. FEDERAL AND 
VARIOUS STATE LAWS PROVIDE FOR SUBSTANTIAL 
CRIMINAL AND CIVIL PENALTIES FOR UNAUTHORIZED 
USE. 

Date:_ 


No Florida Sales! 


GAS MASK WG 

PROTECTION FOR CIVIL DEFENSE 


Out-dated and ineffective gas masks are 
being sold by surplus dealers worldwide. 

Don't be caught empty-handed I 



The filtering cartridges for the WG Gss Masks are combination 
cartridges for use against both particulates and gaaea. The 
mechanical element used to protect against particulates and 
the activated element uaed to protect against gaees both 
conform to U.S. Military Specifications. The cartridges will 
protect against war gases, mustard gas, tear gas, hydrogen 
cyanide, sarin, chloroplerine, carbonyl chloride, organic vapors, 
suitor dioxide, dangerous industrial gases, radioactive par¬ 
ticles, bacteria, viruses, fumes, dusts, mists. 


The amount of protection will depend upon the nature of the hazard, 
hs concentration, flow rale through the cartridges, correct wearing 
oi (he gas mask and other physical characteristics. 


Comes ready to use with 2 tittering cartridges for $99.95 
+ $5.90 S & H. Replacement Cartridges are available for 
$39.95 + $3.90 S & H. For a copy of the product speci¬ 
fications or If you have any questions regarding the 
WG52 Gas Mask, send a SASE + $2.00 to: Dailey 
Enterprises, P.O. Box 0755, Frederick, MD21701-0755 

Distributed by Dailey Enterprises 
P.O. Box 0755 SF, Frederick, MD 21701-0755 
Send Check Q Money Order □ 

Visa □ Card #- 

Exp. Date _ 

1-800-233-8690 
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Tell The World You Served! 




Size 3* x 5’ with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $19.96 Each Two for $36.00 


Select From 

I □ U.S.A. □ AIR BORNE 

1 □ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 
I ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET 

\ □ P.O.W./M.I.A. GOD SORT EM OUT . 

I □ U.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 

« DNAZI (WWIl) - 

I DARMY 

□ NAVY 

□ AIR FORCE 

□ MARINES 

□ COAST GUARD 


□ CONFEDERATE B 

□ MESS W/THE BEST | 
DIE LIKE THE REST . 


□ AMERICA LOVE IT 
OR LEAVE 

□ SPECIAL FORCE'S 

IDEAL STUDIOS, Dept. 100 
P.O. Box 41156 • Chicago, !L 60641 
Plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling. For Prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier’s check or money order. 


Address 


1 City, State. Zip_ 1 



At Your Command 

Take charge with U.S. Cavalry's high-quality 
military, outdoor and adventure merchandise. 
Over 100 full-color pages including official mili¬ 
tary uniforms, knives, survival and camping 
gear, working collectable firearms, target practice 
aids, personal protection devices, binoculars, 
and much more. For a catalog, send your name, 
address and $3.00 to:. 

Name:_ 

Address:_ 

City:_ 

State:_Zip:_ 


IS. W-#. 

WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


l DEPT. SF06 * 

L 2855 Centennial Ave. Radcliff, KY40160-9000 j 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per 
insertion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PRE¬ 
PAID. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, a telephone number (for our 
files) and full payment. Advertisers offering information 
packets for a fee must send sample of packet (packets 
will not be returned). Name, address and telephone 
number are to be included in your word count. 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 equals 2 words; 80306 equals 
1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 20mm, U.S. 
count as one word each. Hyphenated words and 
telephone numbers are counted as two words. No 
personal services ads accepted. VJe reserve the right to 
refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON¬ 
TAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE 
USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be prod¬ 
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re¬ 
stricted, prohibited or subject to special 
licensing requirements in your state. 
Purchasers should consult the local 
law enforcement authorities in their 


1991 

ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES 

SEP issue.MAY 15 

OCT issue will be our Special 
SOF Las Vegas 
Convention & 

16th Anniversary Issue! 

RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW / 

OCT issue.JUN. 19 

NOV issue. .... . JUL.17 
DEC issue ..... AUG. 14 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Classified Dept. 

PO Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306-0693 


APPAREL 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARY CAMOUFLAGE,New 1991 List¬ 
ing of Genuine Issue Camo from over 35 Countries! Catalog 
$1.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (164) 

GADDAM SADDAM: 100% cotton heavyweight T-shirt. Specify 
size. Send $13.95 to Angst Unlimited, Box 363, Ellicott Station, 
Buffalo, NY 14205. (164) 



NAZI GENERALS CAP 

Stale S.M. or Lg. Size * $88.00 
Shoulder Boards, , . Set ■ 31.00 
Collar Tabs ........ Set » 18.00 

Complete, . . . Knights cross o 21.00 
The Complete Set IN STOCK 
all 4 « $137.00 We pay postage 
Catalog => $5.00 Free with Order 


W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063F St. Louis, MO 63158 


TELL SADDAM YOU 
CARE! 


SPY SHOW 

CATALOG 

As seen on 
National TV! 


52 PAGES OF sturf TOO HOT TO HANDLE for local 
storesi Unique and unusual security products! Stun-Guns, 
self-defense sprays, locksmithing tools and morel Order 
today! 1-800-628-998S or send $3.00 to: SPY 
SHOW CATALOG, 10105 E. Via Unda, Ste. #103-261, 
Scottsdale, AZ 85258. 


.22LR CONVERSION KITS 

Shoot your gun more and pay for your kit in ammo savings!!! 

AR15...$139, M16...$159 
MINI-14, AC556...S119 
AK47...$119. AKB4...S99 

To order, phone (407) 260-1921 
or send $2.00 for more information to: < 

JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER, INC. 

DEPT. SF6 6050 Riveredge Dr., Titusville. FL 32700 


LASER WEAPONS 

Engineering Blue Prints 

Cat. $5. Description: combat 
sidearms, infantry rifles, & can¬ 
nons. # prints specified. 

BATTLEFIELD 

ENGINEERING 

45 North First Street 

Suite 201-M 

San Jose, CA U.S.A. 95113-1295 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property Win custody. 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228 page book $16.95. Visa/MC 
accepted. EDEN Press, Box 8410-DD Fountain Vblley, CA 
92728. (168) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE - The Most devastating 
manual ever published! Over 1,000 entries, completely cross 
referenced. It would take 15 books to equal the information 
jam-packed in this giant 6 1/2x11 hardcover voluma. $49.95 
plus $3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publishing., PO Box 
2630-A, Landover Hills, MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard orders call 
24 hours. (600) 446-6260. (164) 

EAVESDROPPING FOR FUN AND PROFIT, and catalog of 
radio equipment including scanners capable of cellular recep¬ 
tion. $3.00 RF Products, Box 1084 Montgomery, Alabama 
36101. (205) 244-2050. (164) 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. 
Videocassettes, photographs, literature, Zapruder film. Cata¬ 
logue: $3. Collector's Archives; Box 2 Beaconsfield, Quebec. 
H9W 5T6. (164) 


NEW 800K CATALOGl 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best non-fiction books available for man of 
action and adventure! Send $1.00 to; Paladin Press, PO Box 
1307-1AQT, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (184) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edition. Send $22 to Barricade Books, 
PO Box 1401-Z. Secaucus, NJ 07096. (167) 

RESEARCHING PUBLIC RECORDS The most complete guide 
to researching public, private, credit, online and confidential 
information sources available. Send $35 to: A1 Data, PO Box 
922169. Sylmar, CA 91392. (165) 

HOW TO BECOME A MERCHANT SEAMAN — High paying, 
numerous benefits, draft deferred! Contains everything required 
for employment. $10.00 postpaid. Guaranteed! Alpha Publica¬ 
tions, PO Box 308-OG, Sharon Center, OH 44274. (165) 


.44 


2 GREAT COLORFUL T-SHIRTS 

• LETS WACK IRAQ 

• KICK HUSSEIN’S ASS 






SPECIFY SHIRT DESIGN. 
SIZE tSM. M. L. XU. QTY 


MADE IN THE U S A. 

T-SHIRTS S12 eacn 

Plus S2 SHIPPING & HANDLING 

NVS Ft»i-o»f'ii aoc sacs ia» 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO 

Visionary Concepts, ltd. 

P.O. Box 43 
OfPT.D 

MT. 5MAI, NY 11766-0043 


ACGIMCNTM, INSIGNIA & WCAPONRV 

@ « SAS • RAF • BLACK UJATCH 

• PARR • RM • CAMERONS 

» RSDG « RN * GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $3.00 

AAITISH ACGAUA IMPORTS 

Deportment-8 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 


CABLE-TV BOXES 
FREE CATALOG 


TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33166 
800-442-9333 


ATTENTION: TELEPHONE, FAX, CELLULAR USERS. Halt 
the "rip off', beat the system. Slash $$$'s from phone bills! 
Incredible manual (nontechnical) reveals 200+ insider, Gov't, 
secrets. Guaranteed to work for you. Includes free “tracker” 
guide. Only $19.95, S.T.S., Dept. SF, 7689 Drolet Street, 
Montreal, Quebec H2R 2C6, Canada. (164) 


MODERN WEAPONS CACHING: A Down-to-Earth Approach to 
Beating tha Government Gun Grab, by Ragnar Benson — The 
time to prepare is now. In the race against the firearm roundup 
in the U.S.. gun owners who refuse to give up the freedoms that 
are their birthright must take their weapons underground — bury 
them — before it's too late. Ragnar will show you how to do it 
right. 5 1/2x81/2, softcover, photos, 104pp. Send $17.50ppd to: 
Paladin Press. Box 1307-1DQK, Boulder CO 80306. (164) 


$50,000 FOR MILITARY SERVICEIAmazing book for anyone 
joining or already serving. Guaranteed benefits! $7.95pp, 
Consumer Action, Box 8005-226, Boulder, CO 60306-6005. 
(164) _ 

THROWING WEAPONS! Learn How-to throw knives, axes, 
spears, shurikens and more. Softbound book, 104 pages. Order 
NOW. Send $9.95 postpaid to: Patrick Publications, Dept. 121, 
PO Box 96297, Las Vegas. NV 89193-6297. (166) 

UNARMED COMBAT Survive the streets! Super self-defense. 
Confidence. Power. Hardcore book reveals secrets. $12. Libra 
Enterprises. Box 31719, San Francisco, CA 94131. (164) 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS/RANGER Field Techniques manual. 
Learn from the best in: tactics, basic skills, intelligence and 
unconventional operations. Include Survival, demo, E/E, finger 
printing, land nav, air/water opns and much more. 380 pgs on 30 
subject areas. Send $19.95 + $2.50 P/H to: PSI, PO Box 2841, 
Sumter, SC 29151-2841. (166) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing small 
business. Grants/loans to $500,000. Free recorded message: 
707-449-8600. (KW5) (164) 


INVENTION S/NEW PRODUCTS WANTED: We are a full 
service marketing and patent development company. For free 
information call TLCI 1-800-468-7200 24 hours/day — USA/ 
Canada. (164) 



COLLECTORS 


DESERT STORM MEDALS Un-OHicial Medal with Ribbon for 
Operation Desert Storm $18.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (164) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current F-1 Suit 
in “LIZARD" Camo $70.00, F-1 Camo Cap $15.00, Camo Swim 
Trunks $13.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 60221. (164) 

RHODESIAN SELOUS SCOUTS. Belt & Pamwe Chete Plaque. 
If interested write to: Dennis Kosmicki, St. Mary's, KS 66536. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN 

ASSAULT VEST 

Pouches for Galil, 

AK, M-16 Mags. 

First Aid Kits, 

Rations and extra gear. 
Genuine. Authentic. 
SADF issue, brown nylon. 
Money back guarantee. 
Visa/M astercharge, 
American Express, check, 
money order or call 
1'800-234-2775 
Fax: 415-861-3957 

SINCE 1939 

Free Catalog: Call or write for Kaplan’s Free Catalog 
featuring military gear from around the world 

1055 Market Street • San Francisco. CA 94103 



Mick Tyner 


FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 
AND GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. •Build¬ 
ing Tefion™-Coatad Bulls to • Jamming Spaed 
Radar •Titanium Warhead* • Activating Inert 
Grenades •Hypersacure Encryption • Rocket 
Weapons •Clandestine Pyro Expose •Wearing 
A Wire •Defeating Alarms •Forbidden Teeti 
Marketplace •Surveillance Photography 
•Computer Viruses *Scrambllng'T)fl scrambl¬ 
ing •Ultrasonic Weapons •More! 8.5x11, 258 
meaty pages. A Fresh & Lucid Look at FoiWd- 
den Technology! $33 domestic postage paid. 
Registry Distributing, 1618 17th St, Ste 372, 
Denver. CO. 80202. Sold only to Inform. 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 


HUNDREDS OF TITLES - ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 
MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS 

HUGE DISCOUNT CATALOG - $1 (Ref.) , 

*2 FROM CANADA • S3 FROM OTHER COUNTRIES | 


ANVIL • P.0. Box 640383F i El Paso, TX 79904 


WWIt RELICS! Cheaper than certain "well-known" relics 
dealers! W&. beat their prices for flags, daggers, medals, 
helmets. Catalog $5 (refundable) Telephone: 612-609-1146. 
Militaria. Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 55000. (164) 

VIETNAM Collector? Patches, books, Dl pins T-shirts. Catalog 
SI. SATCONG. Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13200. (170) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, 
T-shirts, posters, camouflage. World’s biggest catalog, $2.00. 
Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13200 (170) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals and 
uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Kaplans, Box 890630, 
Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (165) 

HITLERS ARMY OF TOY SOLDIERS. 1933-40 German 
catalog, never before seen. Fortha first time seethe military toys 
that Hitler personally authorized for the "Hitler Youth." Over 500 
photograph guaranteed authentic. Send $25.00 to Presslaff, 
7435 Blvd. E., North Bergen, NJ 07047. (164) 


EDUCATION 


TERMPAPER assistance. 16.27B topics available 1 306-page 

catalog —rush $2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho, 02O6EX, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 
(California: 213-477-0226) (167) 


EMPLOYMENT 


MARITIME CAREERS. Booklet contains information about 

salaries, job descriptions, educational and certification require¬ 
ments, special schools. Send $5.00 to: Information and Ideas, 
PO Box 681329-392, San Antonio, TX 78268-1329. (166) 

OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100 to $1000 daily. Now hiring. 
FREE list. ZINCS 117, Box 585, Dearborn, Ml 48120. (164) 

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT: Employment guide lists over 
30 Federal Agent/Officer careers: Job descriptions, qualifica¬ 
tions. application procedures and more. $0.95, FCF Guide, PO 
Box 2176, Brunswick, GA 31521-2176. (164) 


POLICE JOBS are available. Veteran police administrator tells 
you how to get one. $7.00 and legal size SASE to West Coast 
Law Enforcement Consultants, 890 Biddle Road, #254, 
Medford. OR 97504. (104) 


FIREARMS & ACCESSORIES 


SPORTING AND MILITARY RIFLES, pistols and ammunition. 
20-50% below retail. Why pay more? Catalog $2 refunded with 
first order. MK2 Company, Dept. SOF, PO Box 462367, 
Garfand. TX 75046. (166) 


SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance 
equipment Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 
CONTACT THE SU1YEILIANCE SPECIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 
PO Bex $358, Sortkmptoa, PA 18*4 
(215) 357 *45 



^- 

Authenticated Jesse James Gang 
Photograph Discovered! J 


Seated, L to R: Frank James, Jesse James, Robert 
Younger. Standing Rt.. Bob Ford, Lt.. Charlie Ford. 


Beautiful B1/2 x 11, amazing detail, semi gloss reproduction. 
Only $g95 plus $3 P&H (Check or Money Order) 

HOUSTON PUBLISHING CO. 

PO BOX 1596, CARSON CITY, NEVADA 89702 


OPERATION 



Jerzees T-Shirts by Russel - U.S.A. MADE 
Two color print on black 50/50 blend. 
Available with or without 
“AMERICA KICKS ASS." (Specify) 

Sizes S M L XL... $12.00each XXL... $13.00each 
Add $2.00 shp/hdlg for each shirt ordered. 
Please specify size! Send check or money order to: 
VASCO. P.O. Box 24, Limerick. PA 19468 
Allow 4 weeks dsllwgry Dealer Inquiries invited. 


FOR SALE 


SOVIET MILITARIA, Uniforms, Equipment, Insignia & Camou¬ 
flage Catalog $1.00, Army Cap Badge & Catalog $5.00. A.H.A., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 00221. (164) 

HAIR REGROWTH 4 MONTHS! New potent formula cures 
baldness. Prevent hereditary baldness. Halts receedlng hairiina. 
Box 1213-S. Makati 1299, Philippines. (167) 


CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of police and investigation equip¬ 
ment. $2. IPEC, Dept. SF-159, Box 7630, Sunnymead, CA 
92303. (164) 


MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTERS: Tracking transmitters! 
Voice disguisers! Bug detectors! Phone snoops! More! Surveil¬ 
lance items available assembled or build them yourself. Catalog 
$2.00: Xandi Electronics, Box 25847, Dept. 40N, Tampe, AZ 
85285-5647. (164) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies. Documents, etc. Free Brochures: MEN¬ 
TOR Dept. G-2. Drawer 1549, Asbury Park. NJ. 07712. (164) 

OPERATION DESERT SHIELD or Just Cause coin $10.00 each 
plus $3.00 postage. Call 1-601 -033-6891 for card orders. 
Complete coin list $2.00. Phillips-West Monticello-Brookhaven, 
MS 39601-3304. (170) 

TRIANGULAR FORT, Mekhong Delta, Vietnam: Detailed 10x14 
color photo $11.95. Brochure $1.00. Timothy Kerr, PO Box 
9342, Seattle, W4 98109. (164) 


RHODESIAN MILITARIA, Rare copies of Assegai and Bush 
Telegraph. $1.00 for list. Command Post, 3025 Hwy. 31S, 
Pelham, AL 35124. (205) 663-5678. (164) 


ARREST Violators!] 

twain 
fast * 

AT ' 



Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster¬ 
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situa¬ 
tions, withstanding hardships, 
iiittouTtolkin ui WR make on the 8 P° t decisions, 
wetoten, GttM, Learn the latest investiga¬ 

tive techniques using special 
law enforcement equipment 
... the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details 


ton*lffa«c« EshIihimm. 
CrtaMwltiy Klti, Mim. 

■ IMTtkplWMI, L«| 

-r», LMfcpkfc (tom, 

MM-PtmI Witts, Iflfrttotf 


asrcs 



Approved by Calif, Dept, of Public Instruct. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

J DEPT. SGI06 PO Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 ■ 

| flush ms your ‘‘Detective" Career Kit—No salesman will cell. | 



U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 





THE FIRST T-SHIRT TO 


REALLY EXPRESS YOUR FEELINGS! 


For only $ 10.00 you can tell the world that YOU know 
how to solve this problem. This image was too gory 
and graphic to publish in several local California 
newspapers, but we know that true patriots like you 
can handle it-Cut through the bullshiti! 


____ _L, XXL 

Send $10 + 2.50 IS&H) + .65 CA tax (13.1 5) for each 
shirt to: AQUATIC IMAGES, 2017 LOMITA BLVD. SUITE 2090, 
LOMfTA CA 90717 - POSTERS AVAILABLE 3SC E*CH 



BE'APARALEGALil 

America’s No. 1 home study paralegal | 
program. Attorney-instructed. Prepare 
now for your law career! School of Para- . 
legal Studies, Dept. LG 171 2245 Perim- * 
eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. I 

FREE CAREER BOOKLET: ■ 

CA L L_800^223■ 4 542j 


VEHICLE SECURITY SYSTEM starts and warms car for you! 
American made. 3 years warranty. $2.00 brochure tells all. PO 
Box 55968. Seattle, W 98155. (164) 

SADDAM HUSSEIN TARGETS, 22x35” folds to 9x12”. Send 
$6/3 or $10/7 or $55/100, Box 160612, Irving, TX 75016. (165) 


DEATH TO SAD DA MI Bumper stickers — New low price! Send 
$2.001o John F. Drennan III, PO Box 228. Lemoyne, PA 17043. 
(164) _ 

UNUSUAL BOOKS/VtDEOS! Surveillance, Countar-massures, 
weapons, survival, revenge, government, military, hundreds 
more! Discount Catalog $4.00, Freedom Book Company, Box 
520294-C, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (164) 

SKY SOLDIERS LEAD THE WAY coffee mug with glider, 
parachutist and air assault wings. $10. \AAD*SOF, Box 7682, 
The Woodlands, TX 77387-7682. (172) 

MONTANA! MAGNIFICENT! MAJESTIC! Own 20 acres or 
more, some bordering national forest. Private hunting, fishing; 
beautiful timber, creeks, ponds, mountain meadows from 
$299.00/acre. Beaver Creek Ranches, Inc., Box 1509-SOF, 
Noxon, MT 59853. (406) 847-2421. (164) 
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SURVEILLANCE 

TELEPHONE 



This is a normal functioning telephone! 

EXCEPT it has a secret built in monitor. 

Only YOU can call and monitor all conversations, using a 
secret code, and never be detected! Range Unlimited 

S175.00 • 6 month Warranty • Phone Tap CatalOQ S3.00 
LISTEN ELECTRONICS. 603 Elgin. Muskogee. OK 74401 

1-8QD-633-TAPS J 


I SUPPLY 

R.D. #10 BOX 10419, NEWTON, NEW JERSEY 07860 

COMBAT For 200 tom Catalog! 

ASSAULT VEST 

Woodland Camo 

$ 89 °° 


5.56mm/7.62mm/9mm SMG 

6 large pockets hold 12 30 id 
656 mm magazines. 12 762mm 
a 12 9mm SMG 2 chest acces¬ 
sory pockets 2 targe inside 
pockets hold 12 more magarmes, 
knle, pQloL etc. AUachno pants 
on back lor Alice Gear Quck 
release bucktes One sire fits an 

30(201)948-62604fc 



ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Nfiif Order, ptruiil 
(kecks tr flu & Ruin Ctrl gladly Kciptif. NO 
COO's. All RerCkiiflsi Is 100% (iinalnd RpISuli 
it Alaska. Hnsli sad Pierl* Rlcs tU 5% Isr sklppli|. 


SHOCKING MANUALS!! 


Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+. Pius Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) - as seen 
on CBS “60 MINUTES”. Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 

2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 
_ALAMOGORDO, NM B8310 (505) 434-0234_ 


PC-TRICKSt Amuse friends! Confuse enemies! 80 special 
effects and humorous pranks for IBM compatible computers. NO 
PREVIOUS COMPUTER EXPERIENCE NECESSARY. $24.95. 
Pineapple Software. PO Box 61877. Honolulu, Hawaii 96839. 
(165) 


FREE 


INVESTIGATE CULTS and underground groups. Learn secret 
techniques to infiltrate, destroy closed organizations. Free 
information. KAI, 1845 Columbia Road #101, Washington, D.C. 
20009. (164) 


PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportunities. Home 
businesses. Asset protection. New credit, jobs, degrees. New 
Identity. Foreign passports. Eden Press, Box 8410-SR, Fountain 
Vblley. CA 92728. (168) 


FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1. 
for postage: McLisa, P.O. Box 1755 Dept. SF90-L, Honolulu, HI. 
96806. (164) 


FREE LISTING! Ammo; militaria, artillery, re-enactments, 
collectors; hobbyists, etc., Joe Jelinek, 1201 -F Cottage Grove, 
Chicago Heights. IL 60411. (164) 

COVERT WEAPONS PLANS. Looks are deceiving. Free 
catalog with SASE. Sardauker, Box 38531-S, Germantown, TN 
38138. (165) 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 


OVIJI 40.000 


HalsBadges-Medals of all Nations. 
U.S. Officer’s Cap (new from 
J '■ original U.S. maker), tan with 

\... ^ , brown leather visor, chin strap 

and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 

M. or Lg. $68.00 

. y postage. Our 250 page 
fully illustrated catalog $5.00 
(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd., Box 2063-T. St. LouIb, MO 63158 




ORIGINAL 
ACCESSORIES 
AND PARTS 

FREE CATALOG! 



ORDER PHONE 24 HOURS/7 DAYS A WEEK 
OR FAX YOUR ORDER 
STORE HOURS: 

8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday 
Central Standard Time • VISA/MC 

R Guns 

140 North Western Avenue, Route 31 
Carpentersville, Illinois 60110 
(708) 428-3569 Monday thru Friday 
After 8:00 p.m. Central Standard Time, 
Leave Message or Fax: (708) 428-4471 


The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world, 





We Pay Postage 

* More “muzzle” energy than some* .22 cal. cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 

* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4” plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 

Slingshot with 4 extra power hands: $25.00 
Extra power bands: $4.00 per set. Ammo: $8. OO per lb. 




$ 










iff* 

*»• 

Will Send C. O. D. 702-361-8341 

Ron Sinclair 279 E Warm Springe Rd. #6, Us Vegaa, NV 89123 


WORLD’S SIMPLEST BODYBUILDING SYSTEM! 24 minute 
program "Guarantees Muscular Body in "Six Weeks" " Free 
information. Kisha, Box 147, Dept C3, Duqeusne, PA 15110. 
(164) 


FREE THROWING KNIFE CATALOG AND INSTRUCTIONS. 
Send self-addressed, stamped envelope to: Tru-Bal South, PO 
Box 1281, Cape Canaveral. FL 32920. (164) 


INSTRUCTION 


INVESTIGATION CAREER: Quick, easy home study 12 
lessons. Become a professional. Free information. Shaw 
Investigation (Since 1971) Call (800) 272-6680. (164) 


KNIVES & BAYONETS 


COLLECTORS - ITALIAN AND GERMAN SPECIALTY 
KNIVES. Send large SASE with 2 stamps to: Tio's Imports, 3575 
Bellline Rd.. Dept. SOF, Irving, Texas 75062. (165) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6.000 different items and 
genuine military clothing and equipment. Send $2. Kaufman’s 
West Army & Navy Goods, Dept. A-159, 1660 Eubank, 
Albuquerque, NM 87112. (164) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES Send $1 for list or $8 for 12 
monthly lists. B-PEC, Dept. SF291, Box 7630, Sunnymead, CA 
92368. (166) 

CAMOUFLAGE FROM 35 COUNTRIES! Catalog $1.00,1.M.S., 
Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. (164) 


Men & Women! Make BIG Money!! Be a... 


PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATOR 


“Clue’’ into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.l. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn: 

* How to get on the ‘‘fast track” to big money 

* All fundamentals of private investigation and 
surveillance 

★ How to start your own detective agency 

* Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection 
equipment 

★ How to operate from home, no investment required 

★ ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

_ Free Information: _ 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

P.O. BOX 2133 

DEPT. INVESTIGATIONS (SF) 

■ BEVERLY HILLS? CA 9021 i I 


CIA COMPUTER PROGRAM) 

From the ‘secret archives' of the company computer, a world¬ 
wide satellite mapping program that allows you to ’see' any 
part of the globe horn a distance of 1 to 30,000 miles in space. 
Color graphics system rcq'd to operate an your IBMsystcm. 
$99.00+S5SHPG VISA/MC AMEX CHK/MO 
ORION TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

4770 S.W. HALL BLVD. Bax 188 
-Beaverton. Qr. 97005 _ i-800-927-H65 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 


Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any cassette or tape 
recorder and your telephone !ine. Stans auto¬ 
matically when phone is answered. Records both 
sides ol conversation Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up 



sizt leu. in. 


$ 19.95 


EACH 0iy Psc Avail 



Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful than other transmitters. 
Transmits up to V* mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit • up to IV battery (not incl.-) 

For catalog o! Transmitters. Voice Scramblers and 
other specially items, enclose $2 00 to USl Corp 

Call 407-725-1000 or aond $19.95 + $1.00 
•hipping per item to: USl Corp., P.O. Box 
SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD'S OK. 


ORIENTAL LADIES seeking American husbands. Respectable 
ladies from good families, the kind you couldn’t meet in bars or 
on the street. English speaking, educated, loyal, tolerant, 
traditional. Meet hundreds of beautiful, charming, feminine 
ladies for less than you spent on your last date. Free 
information. Introductions. Box 230SF, W. Pratt Blvd., Chicago, 
IL 60645. (165) 

NORTH VIETNAMESE HELMET STAR Limited edition metal 
replica, true to original. Only $9.95 ea., 2 for $17.95 (includes 
tax/postage). Check or money order to: Task, 100 E. Ohio, 
#532-S, Chicago, IL 60611. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. (168) 

CHRISTIAN,PATRIOT SURVIVALIST book and product cata¬ 
log only $1.00. Bohica Concepts, POB 546-SOF, Randle, 
Washington 98377. (166) 


MILITARY CLOTHING, FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, Flight & field 
jackets, and more. Call Toll Free (800) 533-3470 for FREE 
CATALOG. Lee-Jackson Militaria, PO Box 8663, San Jose. CA 
95155. (164) 

R&R DIDN'T END WITH VIETNAM. Single men can enjoy a 
playful vacation in the Philippines with exotic oriental escorts 24 
hours a day. Our personalized package includes almost 
everything except airfare. Vacation, Box 43, Bellerose, NY 
11426. (164) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Directories! Federal, Police, 
Surveillance, Survival, Military. Car Phones, More! Big catalog! 
CRB, PO Box 56-F, Commack, NY 11725. (169) 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for police catalog. B-PEC Dept. SF 
1189. Box 7638, Moreno, CA 92303 (164) 


DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. We'll 
help. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500-$50,000. Not a 
loan company. UAC, Dept. SF, PO Box 26295, Birmingham, AL 
35226 or call 1-(800) 326-8284. (164) 

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE PARTNER IN confidential and 
sensitive work, High-Tech Trading and Economic advising. ACP 
Incorporation, PO Box 309, Pecos, NM 87552-0309, USA Fax 
(505) 757-0879. (164) 


EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS & ENAMELED PINS, your design, 
excellent quality, free catalog, A.T. Patch Co., PO Box 682, Rm. 
133, Littleton, NH 03561 (603) 444-3423, FAX (603) 444-2371. 
(166) 
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HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 


1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Poge ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Denier Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 



20 BIG acres m WESTERN MONTANA, starting at S9850 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS. INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
’Video Available’ 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge. Montana 59722 — (406) 846-1000 


BACK! 


cN th , The Original .vv tu 

f ADVENTURER’S 

r mxi ' WIIIp, “ 

\ ['■$& Thick, 

V High-Grade 

Leather 

AMAZON ACE™ LEATHER CO. 

now manufactures this Bullwhip 

** \ • SOt.ID LEATHER COKE - Th* ORIGINAL A* 

\ Used in EXPEDITIONS Around thr World 

•JpP \ \ ^5<>V -All HAND PLAITED, THICK. Genuine 

A/ \ \ TOP-GRAIN BELTING LEATHER W 

•t/ \ \ 5} PmUNM THICK-TIP 

W Sr * Orl|lnjl “Ru_dd)r- 

W 17 DDOruiiDt . LEATHER COVERED 

'Si., BROCHURE YL HANDLE & BALL W/ 

,2,0 ° kfv\ W8I5T loop 

SURVIVAL* TARGET USE V\ ]) 

THE HEAL THING - AS SEEN 

IN THE MOTION PICTURES ORIGINAL 10 FT. 

OEUVERY: 4 TO 6 WEEKS Extr , lorl „ ft'Tr! Vtll.U 

Sdd Li Skippinx A lit. in lsa LEATHER BELT CARRIER $9.95 

FnrriK" Add IS".. 

- . A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL 

NOTE- THIS* BU LI WHIPS When Swung Properly.. KINETIC ENEKGY MjL.l 

are NOT TOYS 4 NOT CHEAP lh«r TIP Of thr- ADVENTURER’S BULLWHIP“ MOVE 
POSIIGN MAO( KXJVIMRS • AT OVER 1400 FEET PER SECOND 

THEY ARE GENUINE. .WHIP HANDLING I miru Client Included. 

ATCXJ* TOLM^ITLJDIO^BY Th<> H,CHtiT QUALITY, TOUCH EST BULLWHIPS 
MaSTiR \shipmaaERS Available - Perfecrfy BALANCED For ACCURACY. 

*** _ mtU " <>n * FAX (SI 2) 697-9286 

Send Check or M.O. to 

AMAZON ACE LEATHER CO. 

P.O. BOX 690263 A 

_P_lTw SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78269 


PLASTIC AIR CANNONS Shoot concrete filled beer cans 400 
yards. Simple construction. Plans SI 0.00. PINETREE, Box 
21266, S.L.C., UT 04121. (165) 


GENUINE military surplus clothing & gear! Send $1.00 
redeemable with order to Missouri Wilderness Catalogue 
Company, 636 Cleveland Ave., #S0F. Kirkwood, MO 63122. 
(168) _ 

NINJA — SELF DEFENSE handthrown fireball with smoke. 6 
minimum $12.00. Must be 18 years old to order. Include $8.00 
special pyrotek shipping charge. Check-Money order: Unique 
Worldwide Discounts, Suite 530 (SF) 2020 W. Pensacola St., 
Tallahassee, FL 32304. (166) 

SUPPORT THE TROOPS Get your “God Bless the Troops 
Operation Desert Storm 1991: Lovely 18kt gold. Electroplated 
tie clips, with every purchase $1.00 will be donated to Dept, of 
Defense to help support OPERATION DESERT STORM. Send 
only 522 80 plus $1.95 S&H to: ASR Marketing, 750 Washington 
St.. Suite #7256, South Easton, MA 02375. (166) 

WAR MAPS. Anyplace! Military, tactical. Navy, CIA, political, 
topographies. 50,000 maps listed. $3.00 (refundable). Allied, 
Drawer 5070-FO, Glendale, AZ 85312. (164) 


BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES, rifle scopes, telescopes, 
tripods — all brands — best prices, advice — largest selection 
around — Call Binocular City, Free 1-800-473-1621 anytime. 
(166) 


ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus 
Survival items. Send Si (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh 
Wade's Oakshire Place. Hwy 51 South, Union City. TN 36261. 
(164) 

VIETNAM ERA E.R.D.L. CAMO, Ml968 Jungle Camo with 
Slant Pockets 4 Pocket Jacket. 6 Pocket Pants 373.00 Suit. 
A.H.A., Box 21606. Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & Visa 
Accepted' (164) 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT, AND 
INSIGNIA. Our name has meant quality for over 65 years. 
Catalog $2. Kaufman's West Army & Navy Goods. Dept A-159. 
1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (164) 


(875) 223-1159, Ask For Dovid 



White 50/50, 3 color imprint 
T-shirt SI2.95 • Sweatshirt SI8.95 
Ceramic Mug $9.95 




Black or White 50/50 
4 color imprint 
T-shirt $t 3.95 
Sweatshirt $19.95 


“We Smoke Camels” 


Send Check or MO 10 : The Rile SluTf, P.O. Bog 670, Kiilcn, AL .15645 
For Visa or MC Call 1-800-869-0853 • Allow 6 to 8 weeks delivery. 


BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

^ yHS ONLY $39.95 

By the massed bands of the 
Royal Marines. A spectacular 

_ rousing performance. _ 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 


BECOME A PROFESSIONAL SKIP 
TRACERS,MISSING INDIVIDUAL 
INVESTIGATOR! 


AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING INVESTIGATION 

INDUSTRY. LEARN SKIP TRACING 4 MI INVESTIGA¬ 
TIONS. ACCOUNTS FOR OVER 60" OF PI KORK 4 GENERAL 
INVESTIGATIONS. LEARN THE "RIGHT STUFF" TO TRACK 
DOWN 4 LOCATE SKIPPERS 4 Mis' THROUGH ATC'S EX¬ 
CLUSIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAIN!NC PROGRAM - 552 PA¬ 
GES, 7 BOOKS IH 1! INCLUDES HUGE REFERENCE GLOS¬ 
SARY (OVER 800 CURRENT MAJOR PRIVATE & PUBLIC 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION), CHARTS. CHECKLISTS, ON¬ 
LINE DATABASES 4 MORE! GLOSSARY UPDATED ONCE A 
YEAR (1991 CURRENTLY AVAILABLE). 

CONTAINS DOZENS OF EXCLUSIVE INVESTIGATION FEATU¬ 
RES 4 PATTERNS. LEARN IN LESS THAN 2 MONTHS. 

START AGENCY WITH MINIMAL INVESTMENT. TREMENDOUS 
OPPORTUNITIES - JO-IOOK - IN THIS "FIELD OF THE 
FUTURE". IMMEDIATE COMMERCIAL APPLICATIONS FROM 
DAY 1 IN BUSINESS! 


FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION SEND $2.00 (RE¬ 
FUNDABLE) FOR ATC'S 16 PAGES INFO-PACK. 




.AC INC 

& MI INVESTIGATIONS 


American Tracing Corp. 


^ 289 College Street, Burlington, VT 05401-832C 

r Street Lethal 

I SPEED KILL 

I [IT Can you hit a man 11 timet or more In one second or lest? | 
I 0^ Can you drop a man to his knees with one blow? 

| B* Can you win a fight in 3 seconds or Iasi? 

I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! FREE DETAILS I 
Warrior Publications 

L 6252 Dark Hollow Rd., Medford, OR 97501 (503) 535-3100 i 

CUT OUT AND MAIL THIS AD TODAY! 



1 1nowi we-ll ship today I 

7-<Uy SjI1j.GW.N0 COdyPip BfeiHLcALL800-228-2323 or 801 -975-02221 
BLACKHAWK CriOSSBOWSTlNC. BOX 27222- Salt Lake City, UT84127 1 


SURVIVAL 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) — Send $3.00 (refundable with order) for catalog of 
these and much more! Call 1-900-990-7036 Ext. 1017 for inside 
information. Call cost $1.99. Signus, Box 33712-W16, Phoenix, 
AZ 85067 (164) 

LEARN TO SURVIVE. Monthly preparedness newsletter. Low 
cost survival publications, Suvival/self-reliance weekend: north¬ 
ern Indiana April 27-28. Survival week, central Missouri June 
17-21, Chicago area seminars. Information S2.00, Membership/ 
subscription $15.00. Live Free. Box 1743. Harvey, IL 60426. 
(164) 

SURVIVAL and primitive skills — how to books give you the 
edge Kits, plans and ready made “Aztec” spear throwers. 
Survival. Box 440003, Aurora. CO 80044-0003. (169) 


U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Gain strength and self 
confidence Get in shape using the methods of the world’s most 
elite combat unit. Send $1095 to T-N-S Ent.. PO Box 5644, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23455. (164) 

NATIONAL ACADEMY of Investigative and security sciences. 
Guaranteed quality professional training. For free information 
send S.A S.E. to: National Academy, 225 Broadway, Suite 520, 
San Diego. CA 92101. (165) 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD training. Catalog and 
information $6 ($10 foreign). USTC, 2020 N Broadway, Ste 
103, Santa Ana. CA 92706-2622. (164) 

LEARN TO TRAIN DOGS. Obedience, personal protection, 
police, security, tracking, kennel management. Start your new 
career now! Kromerhaus. 3247 Wimmer. Bethlehem, PA 18017. 
215-868-4009. (164) 


IS IT TRUE JEEPS for 544 through the US Gov't? Call for 
facts! 504/649-5745 ext. S-6823. (167) 


EAVESDROP!! 

CORDLESS PHONE! 


LISTEN TO: Family, Friends, Neighbors, Enemies, 
Employees,Businesses, ANYONE! 

(Used by Law Enforcement & P i 's) 
Intercepts Cordless Phone AirwavesI 
No Messy Wiring or Obvious 
Phone Connections! 

Listen Live or Record From ANYWHERE! 

• Cordless Phone Eavesdropping & Surveillance 

Techniques MANUAL.$15.00 

• Cordless Phone Listening Device 

+ FREE MANUAL Reg $235. NOW $178 

• Optional Mini Voice Activated Recorder 

(For Unattended Monitoring).$80.00 

Send Name, Address, & Payment, to: 

Sophisticated Surveillance I 

230 N. Michigan Avenue SopkUtLtNd I 


e LONGRANGE 
RECEPTION 

• HI-TECH 

e HAND-HELD 
e PORTABLE 
e EASY TO USE 

• EASY TO 
CONCEAL 


#1100 

Chicago, Illinois 60601 
Phone (312) 461-9676 



5t>-5o 

T-SHIPT 

NVL-XL- 

4|20?VZ<!P 


8814- 

hAU iWkVKN rSITV, 
|H 44*60 


ENCRYPTION PROGRAM 

Thia message encryption program is one of the best available 
in this 'cloak and dagger' world of secret messages. 
Guaranteed unbreakable without the 'key', and you make the 
key. Both parties must have the same key or forget decoding 
S49.00 +S5 SHPG VISA/MC AMEX CHK/MO 
ORION TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 

4770 S.W. HALL BLVD. Box 188 


NAVY SEAL VIDEOS! Complete museum collection $19 95 
each. Save Money Any 3 for $55! Any 6 for $99! “MEN WITH 
GREEN FACES" 30 minutes color. "SOMEONE SPECIAL 
(1972)" 30 minutes color. "SUBMARINE TRUNK TRAINING” 30 
minutes color. "THE LONELY WARRIER" 30 minutes B7W. 

NAVY FROGMEN" 30 minutes B&W "SEALS IN VIETNAM" 
17 minutes color. "SEALS ON PATROL" 15 minutes color. Also 
availabel at $29.95 each or 2 for $50.00: "SOMEONE SPECIAL 
(1989)" 30 minutes color. NAVY SEALS: INSIDE LOOK” 30 
minutes color. All sales benefit the UDT SEAL museum. Send 
check or MO to LOTI Group Productions, 13895 N. Kendall 
Drive. Suite #64. Miami, FL 33186. (164) 
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Send $1.00 For Brochure Made in the USA 

VETERANS’ RINGS 

NEVER AVAILABLE UNTIL NOW! 

• WORLD WAR II VETERAN 

• KOREAN VETERAN 

• VIETNAM VETERAN 

• PURPLE HEART 

• DESERT SHIELD 

• DESERT STORM 

• SERVICE DIVISIONS 

Gold or Silver Finish all 

— Also in Solid Gold dimoo 

FOLEYS R £2 S 

P.O. Box 546 

Skapeateles, NY 13152 • (315) 685-6914 



MONEY 

JOBS 

CREDIT 


• Up to $5000 free and clear—30 days. 

• Survive w/o a salary • Cash income. 

• How to be working in 48 hours. 

• Get college degrees by mall. 

• Recession-proof jobs, careers. 

»$100,000 credit on signature alone. 

» Business money secrets, sources. 

» Visa/MasterCard—no credit check. 

_| FREE 40-page catalog 

HOEN PRESS * Box 8410-AF « Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


Try Burning 
This One... 



DYNAMIC FULL COLOR T-SHIRTS 


Dynamic Full Coter Sllkscreen 
Top Quality 100% Prashrvnk Cotton 
Shirts . 

•Specify with or without ‘ASSHOLE - 
Specify Size S-M-L-XL-XXL 
White 1 Shut S10.00 / Black $11.00 
White Sweat shirt *16.00 / Black $17.00 

Postage Add $ 1.50 PER Shirt 

fcmagpjEm: 


Send Check - M.O, ■- Credit Card 
Rlcki D. Shirts 
P.O. Box 498 
Satina. KS 67402-0498 
Dealer And Qiamiy 
Inquiries: 

( 913 ) 825-6378 





AFRICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 

ierman 1942 Mfg ORIGINAL sand Adust goggles, 
still in their pocket pouch. 

Tan 01c. caps=New REPLICA State S-M- or 
Lg Size. Both - Only $39.00 

We pay postage. Our 250 page fully illustrated 
atalog $5 00 (FREE with order) 


OVER 40,000 ITEMS IN STOCK 


MILITARY MEDALS 


MEDALS OF AMERICA 
1929SF FAIRVIEW ROAD 
FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 


W. 


IOX2063 F St. Louis, MO 63156 


- Full Size U.S. Medals, 
UN and RVN Medals 

• Miniature Medals 

• Official Ribbons 
■ Rank Badges 

• Personal Service 


Display Cases 
Manuals on 
Claiming Medals 
All Services 
All Guaranteed! 


SEND $1.00 TODAY FOR COLOR CATALOG! 


DESERT STORM VIDEOS! Other historical videos on Lybia, 
etc. Free details! Kelson Research. PO Box 4643. Dept. MVA, 
Charlston, WV 25304. (165) 


Macedonian 

Battle Sling 

Long Range Artillery for Alexander the Great 
Alexander the Great conquered his world using slingei* as his 
first line of battle offense. Using 1/4 pound lead balls, the 
formidable Macedonian Battle Sling would deliver death from 
the sky at an astonishing 500 yards — safely beyond the range of 
even the strongest enemy archers. 

Authentic reproduction! 

100% 5 ounce blacloniih heavy grade | 
leather! 

Savage power! A genuine Goliath killer! 
250 yaid range with rocks, much more 
with steel or lead balls... gol f balls great! 
Legitimate instructions (only one over¬ 
handswing—no twirling about the head!) 
100% hand made in the USA! 

Life time free replacement i fever broken! I 
Survivalisis! It's a multi use survival tool | 
that will last for yeara! 

Beginners can hit a garbage can at 1001 
: IP f eet after only one hour of practice! 

* Defend yourself! 

$20.00 - We pay postage - Free Catalog Included 
We will accept C.O.D. orders — 702/361-8341 

Ron Sinclair 279 E Warm Springs Rd. #6 
Las Vegas, NV 89ll9 

Whrn vuu rrn -jin ill LmCidi. ynu rjn jl'.-.-ay 1 . Ihni rr.ik;.' 
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LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 



™$Q95 

VWpoSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 

g as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot 
fed. Rapid firing. \V 
structions. 


k ho shipment to 
'* New YoiH a 


training, sports. Purchaser mu 
be over 21. Money back guaran 


WESTBURY SALES CO. caiit«ma. 
kDEPT. TA-6-SF- 156 Post Avenue. Westbury, NY 11590 



BUSHPILOT WINGS 


BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


r oer w er 




WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 

SUBSCRIBE TO. . . 


MILITARY 


VEHICLES 


DON’T MISS OUT! 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues) $15*2 Years (12 Issues) $25 

P.O. Box 1748-L • Union. NJ 07083 
TIIE MARKETPLACE 
nut MILITARY VEHICLES 


BE IN CHARGEI BE THE DECISION MAKER! Learn how to 
start your own Security Guard Business — FREE info 
1-800-388-1442. (164) 

BUGGING TECHNIQUES FOR TELEPHONES. One hour plus 
video shows explicitly how phones are tapped for under $5. 
Defend against invading your privacy. $39.95 + $3. SCS Videos, 
2599 E. Main #14. Bexley, OH 43209. (164) 


WANTED 


MONEY FOR YOUR BOOKS. Conservative, anti-communist 
titles preterred. Contact Sessions Book Sales, Box 9593, 
Birmingham, AL 35220. (164) 


ADVERTISERS INDEX 

ADVERTISER PAGE 

Al Mar Knives ....__Back Cover 

American Pistol Inst.78 

American Survival Guide .... .25 

B-Square Go......... . ... * /76 

Classic Selections ..........87 

Collector’s Armoury .. .75 

Cutlery Shoppe ..... & .Cover 3 

Doubleday Book Club ....... .7 

Executive Protection ... .Cover 2 
Fighting Knives .. M t . .21 
Franklin Mint . . ,. .15 

Kaufman’s West ..9 

L.L Baston Co. *......... ,80 

MBI, inc. , .. .17 

MRN Enterprises_ ,......13 

Mil-Time_.l|..24 

National I.D. Center. , ,, ,. .,.79 

Orpheus ..,. 1 78 

Paladin Press ....... .5,22,23 

Pioneer & Company . _ 4 _.,»,83 
SOF Back Issues .10 

SOF Las Vegas Convention . .81 
SOF Orlando Convention ... .86 

SOF > • 

Exchange ., .v .:,. .11,14,82,85 

SOF 3-Gun 

International Match . . .80,84 

S.T.A.N.O. ■ ,’ r W, L . .87 


Shotgun News . . 74 

Slick 50_ .............27 

Supply Sergeants, The .,, . .83 

Taurus Inti Firearms ___.24 

Your Supply Depot .........77 

SUPPLY LOCKER 

American Schools... .91 

Auto Ordnance Corp.88 

Computer Voice Systems Inc. .88 
Cloudland Enterprises .. < : ,V. .88 
Crown Specialty Co. ........89 

Dailey Enterprises .91 

Eden Press ....., . ; .89 

Fitness Group, The .. * t .. .89 
Greene Military Dist. .88 

Gun Parts Corp. T rT *.. .89 

Ideal Studios .... 91 

Jimmy Lile Handmade Knives .88 
Legendary Arms, Inc. .90 

MRN Enterprises ... _. _ ■*.... .90 
Matthews Police Supply .... .90 
Max-Capacity Products ......89 

Natl ID Center..88,90 

Olde Glory Marketing.89 

Pyramid Structures . „ , T *.., .90 
Raunchy Rags ...... T ,. .89 

Soke Tapes ■. _ ..., v ...,,. .88 

T-J Jewelry .. .90 

U.S. Cavalry Inc. ...........91 

U.S. Cable TV . T + . .91 
US! Corp. ..... „... j * ,. .90 

Ventech.. .... .91 

Westbury Sales .—....... .91 


ADVERTISING POLICY: Publication 
of any advertisement in Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine is not an endorse¬ 
ment of the advertiser or of the prod¬ 
uct (s) or service(s) advertised, either 
by SOF Magazine or by the Editor and 
Publisher. 
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Save up to $ 82.50 per knife!* 



A great knife for our 
troops in the Middle East. 

O ur troops deployed in the Middle East 
need the best knives available. That's 
why we bought Gerber's remaining supply of 
Guardian II survival knives and are offering 
these fantastic knives to the military~or the 
military minded--for an astoundingly low 
price: up to $ 82.50 off retail! 


LEGENDARY. 


BLADES 


A Fiskars Company 


The knife that was 
designed for combat. 

Designed for battlefield use, the Guardian 
II is closely related to the Mark II survival 
knife so popular in Vietnam. This knife fea¬ 
tures a blackened stainless steel blade and 
camouflage handle, perfect for either wood¬ 
land or desert military gear. A matching 
camouflage Cordura sheath designed by re¬ 
nowned sheath-maker Blackie Collins is in¬ 
cluded. The heavily stitched and reinforced 
sheath comes with a leg tie-down and Bianchi 
military-spec pistol belt fastener, a major im¬ 
provement over obsolete Alice clips. The 
Bianchi fastener can be easily removed for 
use with non-military belts. 


Closeout 
Special! 
Order now! 


Closeout Price: 

1 for $ 50 

2 for $ 80—only $ 40 ea. 

*4 for $ 150~only $ 37.50 ea 

(a savings of $ 82.50 per knife) 




A life-saver with a 
lifetime guarantee. 

Each Gerber Guardian II survival knife is 
brand-new, first quality, and backed by 
Gerber's lifetime guarantee. Our supply is 
limited to stock on hand and once these 
knives are gone, that's it—no more will be 
made. Order yours today because this u 

knife is destined to become a highly 
sought-after Gerber collectable. j , 


Mail order form 


Y ies, please rush me Gerber Guardian 11 survival knives. 

I understand that if I am not completely satisfied 1 may 
return my order within 30 days for a full refund. Please include 
the latest Cutlery Shoppe catalog with my order. 


Your Name 


Gerber Guardian II 
#GB5772 
Retail $120 


Address 


Daytime Phone ( 


GUARDIAN II 


Blade steel: 440-A 

Rc hardness; 57-59 
Blade length: 6 3/4“ 

Length overall: 11 3/4' 
Blade thickness: 1 /4" 
Weight, knife: 8.4 oz 

Weight, sheath: 6.0 oz 
Made in: USA 


Check or Money Order enclosed 


Please charge my VISA, MASTERCARD or DISCOVER 


Credit card # 


Expiration date 


For fastest service, 
call 1-800-231-1272 

USA & CANADA Toll-Free Order Line 



Authorized signature_ 

Mail to: Cutlery Shoppe Dept. SF 

5461 Kendall Street 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 



Shipping & Handling: 

$5 to 48 states -- $10 for C.O.D. (cash only-48 states) -- $7 to 
P.O. Box, APO, FPO, AK, HI, PR & VI — $10 to CANADA. 
Foreign orders please call, write or fax for shipping costs. 
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Subscribe 
Now and 

Save 48 % 

□ Send me one year of SOF (12 issues ) for $24.95 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City_ 

State_ Zip_ 

Q Payment enclosed (U.S. funds only) BNN691 

CJ Visa LJ MasterCard □ Bill me 

Card #_ Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 

OR CALL 1-800-435-0715 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER. 

Offer good in U.S. and Possessions, including APO-FPO 
addresses, for a limited time only. Canada add $10.00/yr. for 
postage (includes GST). All other countries add $21.00/yr. for 
postage. Allow 6-0 weeks for first copy to arrive. Savings based 
on annual newsstand rate of $47.40. Offer expires 7/91. 

Subscribe 
Now and 

Save 48 % 

Q Send me one year of SOF (12 issues ) for $24.95 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City_ 

State_ Zip_ 

Q Payment enclosed (U.S. funds only) BNN691 

□ Visa □ MasterCard □ Bill me 

Card #_ Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 

OR CALL 1-800-435-0715 TO PLACE YOUR ORDER. 

Offer good in U.S. and Possessions, including APO-FPO 
addresses, for a limited time only. Canada add $10.00/yr. for 
postage (includes GST). All other countries add $21.00/yr. for 
postage. Allow 6-8 weeks for first copy to arrive. Savings based 
on annual newsstand rate of $47.40. Offer expires 7/91. 
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